
 
 

 

 

Uniform Policy 

 
Vision: The best futures for all through excellent and equitable opportunities. 

Commitment: Trust in the future 

Values: respect, trust, courage, curiosity 
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1. Aims 

This policy aims to:  

• Set out the Palladian Academy Trust approach to requiring a uniform that is of 

reasonable cost and offers the best value for money for parents and carers 

• Explain how we will avoid discrimination in line with our legal duties under the 

Equality Act 2010  

• Clarify our expectations for school uniform  

 

2. Our Trust’s legal duties under the Equality Act 2010 

The Equality Act 2010 prohibits discrimination against an individual based on the 

protected characteristics, which include sex, race, religion or belief, and gender 

reassignment.  

To avoid discrimination, our Trust will:  

• Avoid listing uniform items based on sex, to give all pupils the opportunity to 

wear the uniform they feel most comfortable in or that most reflects their self-

identified gender  

• Make sure that our uniform costs the same for all pupils 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
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• Allow all pupils to have long hair (though we reserve the right to ask for this to 

be tied back)  

• Allow all pupils to style their hair in the way that is appropriate for school yet 

makes them feel most comfortable  

• Allow pupils to request changes to swimwear for religious reasons  

• Allow pupils to wear headscarves and other religious or cultural symbols  

• Allow for adaptations to our policy on the grounds of equality by asking pupils 

or their parents and carers to get in touch with the Executive Headteacher, 

Headteacher or Head of School, who can answer questions about the policy 

and respond to any requests   

 

3. Limiting the cost of school uniform  

Palladian Academy Trust and its schools have a duty to make sure that the uniform 

we require is affordable, in line with statutory guidance from the Department for 

Education on the cost of school uniform.  

We understand that items with distinctive characteristics (such as branded items, or 

items that have to have a school logo or a unique fabric/colour/design) cannot be 

purchased from a wide range of retailers and that requiring many such items limits 

parents’ and carers’ ability to ‘shop around’ for a low price.   

We will make sure our uniform: 

• Is available at a reasonable cost  

• Provides the best value for money for parents and carers 

We will do this by:  

• Carefully considering whether any items with distinctive characteristics are 

necessary 

• Limiting any items with distinctive characteristics where possible 

• Limiting items with distinctive characteristics to low-cost or long-lasting items, 

such as ties  

• Considering cheaper alternatives to school-branded items, such as logos that 

can be ironed on, as long as this doesn’t compromise quality and durability 

• Avoiding specific requirements for items pupils could wear on non-school 

days, such as coats, bags and shoes  

• Keeping the number of optional branded items to a minimum, so that the 

school’s uniform can act as a social leveler  

• Avoiding different uniform requirements for different year/class/house groups 

• Avoiding different uniform requirements for extra-curricular activities  

• Considering alternative methods for signaling differences in groups for 

interschool competitions, such as creating posters or labels  

• Making sure that arrangements are in place for parents and carers to acquire 

second-hand uniform items  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms
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• Avoiding frequent changes to uniform specifications and minimising the 

financial impact on parents and carers of any changes 

• Consulting with parents, carers and pupils on any proposed significant 

changes to the uniform policy and carefully considering any complaints 

about the policy 

4. Expectations from the Trust community 

Pupils 

Pupils are expected to wear the correct uniform at all times (other than specified 

non-school uniform days) while: 

• On the school premises 

• Travelling to and from school  

• At out-of-school events or on trips that are organised by the school, or where 

they are representing the school (if required) 

Pupils (and parents/carers if age appropriate) are also expected to contact the 

Executive Headteacher/Headteacher/Head of School if they want to request an 

amendment to the uniform policy in relation to their protected characteristics.  

Parents and carers and carers 

Parents and carers are expected to make sure their child has the correct uniform 

and PE kit, and that every item is:  

• Clean  

• Clearly labelled with the child’s name  

• In good condition   

Parents and carers are also expected to contact the Executive Headteacher/ 

Headteacher/Head of School if they want to request an amendment to the uniform 

policy in relation to: 

• Their child’s protected characteristics 

• The cost of the uniform  

Parents and carers are expected to lodge any complaints or objections relating to 

the school uniform in a timely and reasonable manner.  

Disputes about the cost of the school uniform will be:  

• Resolved locally  

• Dealt with in accordance with our Trust complaints policy  

The school will work closely with parents and carers to arrive at a mutually 

acceptable outcome.  
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Staff  

Staff will closely monitor pupils to make sure they are in correct uniform. They will give 

any pupils and families breaching the uniform policy the opportunity to comply, but 

will follow up with the Executive Headteacher/Headteacher/Head of School if the 

situation doesn’t improve.  

Ongoing breaches of our uniform policy will be dealt with under the school’s 

behaviour procedures (outlined in Appendix A of the Trust Behaviour Policy). 

In cases where it is suspected that financial hardship or wider individual need has 

resulted in a pupil not complying with this uniform policy, staff will take a mindful and 

considerate approach to resolving the situation.  

Governance 

The Trust Board will approve this policy and delegate responsibility to the Local 

Governor Committee of each school to review Appendix A of this this policy and 

make sure that it: 

• Is appropriate for the school’s context  

• Is implemented fairly across the school  

• Takes into account the views of parents and carers and pupils 

• Offers a uniform that is appropriate, practical and safe for all pupils    

 

5. Monitoring arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed every three years or on publication of updated guidance 

from the DFE if sooner. 

 

6. Links to other policies 

All relevant policies can be found on the Trust website or individual school websites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved by Trust Board  11/2022  

Document Owner   CEO   

Version   1  

https://www.palladianacademytrust.com/14/policies-annual-reports-statutory-information
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Appendix A – School level expectations for uniform 

Our school’s uniform 

 Ralph Allen School requires students to wear full uniform at all times. The uniform 

promotes a distinctive and appropriate appearance inside and outside 

Ralph Allen. The uniform requirements are intended to be clear and 

unambiguous. 

 The uniform is COMPULSORY for all students in Years 7-11 and must be worn in full 

to and from home, and at all times during the school day in the correct and 

appropriate manner. 

 The uniform is identical for all year groups, with the exception of the Year 10 and 

11 tie, which is silver and is to recognise their more senior position in the school. 

 Students are NOT permitted to wear items of Physical Education kit 

underneath/with their uniform at any time unless prior agreement from the school 

has been given. 

 Students who arrive at school in non-uniform and/or unsuitable footwear must 

anticipate being isolated or, in some cases, being sent home to change.  We are 

unable to provide replacement uniform in school. 

 All uniform must be named. Then if it is lost, it will be returned to the student. If it is 

not named or reclaimed, it will be kept by Student Services then sold in our 

second hand uniform sale. 

 In making a decision about what constitutes acceptable uniform and 

appearance, the decision of the Headteacher and the Leadership Team is final, 

binding and without question. 

 

Uniform Details 

 Ralph Allen Standard items: suit jacket and trousers or skirt (referred to as the 

School Suit), tie and optional jumper. 

o School Suit 

▪ Students MUST WEAR BOTH the Ralph Allen School tailored jacket and 

either matching tailored trousers or the matching tailored skirt, a suit, as 

the main item of their uniform. School skirts must be worn at the correct 

length, and must not be rolled up. 

▪ The suit material is black with a fine green 6mm pin stripe and is ONLY 

AVAILABLE from Scholars. The suit must be worn to and from school and 

whilst on site at all times. At the discretion of the teacher, students are 

allowed to remove their jackets in class. Staff will inform students when 

jackets do not need to be worn for practical work subjects. 
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o Plain White Shirt 

▪ Students must wear a formal/regular white shirt. It must be plain white 

only but may be either long or short sleeved. The formal/regular white 

shirt will be designed with a regular collar and will be buttoned up to 

the neck/collar for the school tie to be worn in conjunction with it, and 

should always be worn tucked in. 

 

o Ralph Allen School Ties 

▪ All students must wear a Ralph Allen School tie at all times. This must be 

worn appropriately (green tie for Years 7 to 9, silver tie for Year 10 and 

11 only). The tie is ONLY AVAILABLE from Scholars of Bath. 

 

o Ralph Allen Jumper (optional) 

▪ Students may wear the green ‘v’ neck jumper embroidered with the 

Griffin. This may be worn under the suit jacket. It is not to be worn as an 

alternative to the jacket! Students are to wear their ties tucked into 

their jumpers. The jumper is ONLY AVAILABLE from Scholars. 

 

 Summer and Winter: Extreme weather regulations 

o Summer 

▪ During periods of excessively warm weather/temperatures, the school 

may temporarily suspend the necessity to wear a jacket for school. 

 

o Winter 

▪ During periods of excessively cold weather/temperatures, students may 

wear a plain white tee shirt or vest underneath their regular shirt/blouse. 

In the eventuality of snowy/icy conditions, students may wear 

suitable/appropriate shoes/ boots to school. 

 

o Students and parents will be informed of these temporary changes to the 

regulations along with the applicable dates via the school’s regular 

communication channels. 

 

 Other Uniform Details 

o Shoes (guidance for parents and students of acceptable and 

unacceptable styles of shoes) 

▪ Shoes must be black and suitable for school wear. Clear and definitive 

guidance and images of acceptable and unacceptable footwear for 

school are available to all parents on the school’s website. This comes 

in the form of a series of photographs of shoes displaying the styles 

which are appropriate and those which are not appropriate at Ralph 

Allen School. We very strongly recommend that every parent views the 

footwear images before making any purchase in order to avoid 

unnecessary expense and inconvenience caused by procuring 

inappropriate shoes. 
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▪ TRAINERS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE as footwear at Ralph Allen School. 

▪ VANS, INCLUDING LEATHER VANS, ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE as footwear at 

Ralph Allen School. 

▪ Trainers, trainer style, Vans, any board style, deck style, canvas pumps, 

shoes with a white or coloured band round the sole and plimsolls are 

NOT TO BE WORN at school or to and from school at any time. 

 

o Leg Coverings 

▪ SOCKS & TIGHTS must be plain, below knee length socks, either black, 

white or dark grey, are permitted. Students are permitted to wear plain 

tights, which are either black or flesh-coloured only, when wearing the 

school skirt. Not acceptable for school are tights that have any colour 

in them or any pattern on them. Footless tights are not permitted. 

▪ Leggings: no type of legging is permitted. 

 

o Outdoor Garments / Coats 

▪ A plain waterproof coat is recommended for all students. Alternatively, 

students could wear a fleece. 

▪ Students who cycle to school are strongly encouraged to wear 

helmets, high visibility jackets/bands, especially during the shorter days 

and darker nights. 

▪ HOODIES are not part of our uniform code. They are NOT to be worn, to 

and from, or at the school at any time. Students who arrive at school in 

these garments must anticipate having them removed for the duration 

of the day. Please do not send your child to school dressed in any 

garment, which resembles a HOODIE of any description - this includes 

hoodies with or without, a zip. 

▪ Students are not to wear sweatshirts and/or tracksuit tops including to 

and from school. 

 

o Jewellery 

▪ Students may wear a watch, religious symbol or ear stud (no more than 

one in each ear and no hoop earrings). For health and safety reasons 

no other jewellery is to be worn. Students who fail to follow this code 

must anticipate items being confiscated, and/or being sent home. No 

bracelets and bands are allowed. 

 

o Piercings 

▪ Students are allowed to wear simple stud style earrings (a maximum of 

two, one in each earlobe). 

▪ NOSE STUDS, TONGUE STUDS, EYEBROW RINGS or any equivalent FACIAL 

PIERCINGS are NOT ALLOWED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES 

WHATSOEVER, including when travelling to and from school. This is 

Ralph Allen School policy. Additionally, it is also in line with Health and 

Safety regulations. Students who do not comply with the piercing 
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regulations must anticipate being isolated and/or sent home from 

school. 

 

o Make-up and Cosmetics 

▪ Make up is not permitted in Years 7-9. Discreet use of makeup that is 

not visible is allowed in Years 10–11. 

 

o Nails 

▪ Nail varnish is not permitted in Years 7–11. Acrylic nails or any extensions 

are also not permitted in any years for health and safety regulations. 

 

o Hair 

▪ Hair is to be of one natural colour and not extreme in style or length. 

Long hair must be tied back in practical lessons. Students who colour 

the ends of their hair, or have extreme coloured streaks in it, or have 

hair which is too short or extreme in style e.g. any shaved pattern in 

hair, must anticipate being asked to wear a hat (as provided by the 

school) around the site or being sent home to wash it out or dye it an 

appropriate colour. They will then be expected to return to school. 

 

o Henna Tattoos 

▪ These are not permitted in school. 

 

 

 Physical Education Kit 

o All students will require the following equipment: 

▪ Shirt: Black/green Ralph Allen polo shirt (with school and house logo*) 

▪ Shorts/skort: Black/green Ralph Allen shorts (with school logo*) or Ralph 

Allen skort (with school logo*) 

▪ Sports Leggings: Black sports leggings or black sports joggers can be 

worn during winter months 

▪ Outdoor Wear: Black Ralph Allen sports fleece (with school logo*) or the 

black/ green Ralph Allen Rugby shirt** (with school logo*) 

▪ Socks: Pair of white socks and a pair of green/black games socks 

▪ Footwear: All students will require a pair of trainers and also a pair of 

studded/moulded (no blades) boots 

▪ Mouth Protection: Gum shield 

▪ Shin Pads: All students will require a pair of shin pads for hockey and 

football. 

 

*Only available from Scholars 

**Compulsory when representing the school 
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4.2 Where to purchase it 

 All standard items of the school uniform must be purchased directly from our 

suppliers Scholars of Bath at 4 Terrace Walk, Bath, BA1 1LN.  Telephone and 

website details are below: 

o Tel: 01225 462206 

o http://www.scholars-uk.com 

 Additional non-branded items of uniform (shirt, socks and shoes) can be 

purchased at Scholars, or alternatively, through any other appropriate supplier. 

Items purchased from alternative suppliers must meet the school guidelines. 

Please click here to see acceptable and unacceptable shoes for Ralph Allen 

School.  

 Second-hand uniform: 

o We have a substantial amount of second-hand uniform and hold sales 

twice a year, where items are available at reasonable, discounted prices.  

Sale dates are communicated through the RAS newsletter and school 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.scholars-uk.com/

