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Introduction: 

Palladian Academy Trust is required by law to publish a policy on charging for 

academy activities. 

The Education Act 1996 established the basic principle that the education provided 
by any maintained school or academy for its registered pupils should be free of 

charge. This basic underlying principle requires that there should be no academy 
admission charge and no charge for any related activity which takes place during 

academy time (see exceptions below). 

Palladian Academy Trust recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range 
of additional activities, including clubs, out of school trips, residential visits and 
experiences of other environments, can make towards an all-round educational 

experience for pupils. 

Charging: 

A list of activities for which charging is not permitted: 

• Education provided during school hours (including the supply of any 

materials, books, instruments or other equipment);  
 

• Education provided on any residential visit that takes place during school 

hours 

 

• Education provided outside school hours if it is part of the national curriculum, 

or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being 

prepared for at the school, or part of religious education; 
 

• Education provided on any residential visit that takes place outside school 

hours if it is part of the national curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a 

prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the 
school, or part of religious education. 

A list of activities for which charging is permitted 
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• The full cost of board and lodging on a residential visit (subject to any 

statutory and discretionary remissions, see below). However, the charge must 
not exceed the actual cost: 

 

• The full cost of activities which take place wholly or mainly outside school 

hours but which is not: 

 
o Part of the national curriculum 
o Part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is 

being prepared for at the school; or  
o Part of religious education  

 

• Extended day services offered to pupils (for example breakfast club, after-

school clubs, tea and supervised homework sessions): 

 
o Transport, other than: transport that is required to take the pupil to 

school or to other premises where the local authority/governing body 

have arranged for the pupil to be provided with education 
o Transport that enables a pupil to meet an examination requirement 

when he/she has been prepared for that examination at the school; or 
o Transport provided in connection with an educational visit 

 

• Examination entry fee(s) may be charged by the school if: 

 
o The examination is on the set list but the pupil was not prepared for it at 

the school 
o The examination is not on the set list but the school arranges for the 

pupil to take it 
o A pupil fails without good reason to complete the requirements of any 

public examination where the governing body or local authority 

originally paid or agreed to pay the entry fee 
 

• Any materials, books, instruments, or equipment, where the pupil’s 

parent/care wishes their child to own them. 
 

• Acts of vandalism and negligence: the Trust reserves the right to recover part, 

or the whole cost, of damage to buildings or equipment which is the result of 

vandalism or negligence by a pupil. 
 

• Music tuition in limited circumstances (see below). 

 

Music tuition 

Can be charged for where: 

• The provision of tuition in singing or playing a musical instrument during school 

hours (whether provided individually or to a group of any size) is made at the 
request of the pupil’s parent. Charges cannot exceed the cost of the 
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provision. See the above on playing a musical instrument outside of school 

hours. 

Cannot be charged for when: 

• Tuition is provided following a duty imposed by section 88 of the Education 

Act 2002 (implementation of National Curriculum for England) 

• Education provided to a class of pupils in Key Stage 2, which follows the DfE’s 

policy “Instrumental and Vocal Tuition at KS2” (to enable pupils to decide if 
they wish to receive further music tuition) or 

• No charge may be made for individual music tuition provided in school hours 

in respect of a pupil who is looked after by the local authority (within the 
meaning of section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) 

 

Voluntary Contributions: 

There will be some trips or activities which the school cannot charge for but which 
the school considers would be beneficial to the students. In this case the school may 

ask for voluntary contributions. No student will be excluded from the activity or 
treated differently because they do not make a contribution. If voluntary 

contributions are not sufficient then it may be that the planned activity or trip 
cannot go ahead.   

When schools request voluntary contributions from parent and carers, the above 

statement will be included in communication so that the request is lawful.  

If a school requests voluntary contributions for purposes other than for specific trips or 
activities, the statement on communications to parents and carers will read: 

Contributions are voluntary and no student will be treated differently according to 
whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to this or any 
other request. 

 

Remissions: 

When the school informs parents about a forthcoming residential visit, trip or other 

event, it must make clear that parents who are in receipt of certain benefits are 
exempt from paying the cost of boarding and lodging. The list of benefits to which 
this applies can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals. Since 

April 2003 the eligibility criteria that entitle families to an exemption from paying for 
the cost of board and lodging on residential visits have been aligned with free 

school meals eligibility criteria. 

As a general rule, the school in consultation with the governing body decides any 

assistance in the meeting of other costs it will not give a 100% subsidy in order to 
ensure that parents share a commitment to the activity concerned. 

Insurance: 

Any insurance costs will be included in charges made for trips or activities. 
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