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August 2022 

  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Year 12 Residential to Swansea University – Thursday 8 and Friday 9 September 2022 

 

We hope that you received an email following Induction Day in June, about our planned year 12 residential 

visit.  

 

We have organised a Year 12 Residential which we hope will be exciting, challenging and useful. It will form 

part of our induction programme here at the Ralph Allen Sixth Form Centre. We are aiming to inspire our 

students through our residential programme to aim high and to seize opportunities in the world of education. 

The year 12 residential is an inclusive package for all year 12 students and will take place at the beginning of 

September 2022.  We are staying on the Bay Campus at Swansea University.  Please recognise that due to the 

timing of the trip, the deadline for the return of the medical information and payment is Monday 5 September. 

 

The aim of the visit is to involve all students in a series of team building activities designed to encourage and 

foster positive relationships with a wider group of students and staff, and to encourage a sense of belonging 

early in the transition process. We place great importance on the development of strong social and 

interpersonal skills and feel that this experience will have a real impact on building student confidence at this 

crucial time, getting us off to the best possible start. We have arranged the residential at the beginning of the 

term to allow us to maximise the opportunity for positive team building within tutor groups and to help our 

students to recognise the importance of starting their advanced level courses with the clear intention of doing 

well academically. Additionally, we hope that all our students will benefit greatly both from the experience 

of a residential trip and the range of individual and team building activities that we intend to offer. We hope 

to have some fun at the same time!   

 

Trip Outline Details: 

Date:  Thursday 8 and Friday 9 September 2022. 

Venue: Swansea University. We will stay in a University Hall of residence, on the Bay Campus in 

Swansea. We have single ensuite rooms (student accommodation). 

Dress:  Casual (a full kit list will be provided at the parents meeting) 

Timings:    Students will leave Ralph Allen School at 9.45 am on Thursday 8 September and travel by 

coach to Swansea. The students will return by coach the following day, Friday 9 September 

to Ralph Allen School, arriving back at approximately 8.45 pm. 

Food: Students need bring a packed lunch with them for the first day. (Please let us know if you are 

entitled to free school meals by ticking the box on the reply slip). The University will then provide 

an evening meal (2 courses) for us in a Hall of residence and breakfast (full English, cereals and 

toast) and lunch (2 courses) the following day. We will spend time in Swansea centre on Friday 

afternoon, where students can buy a sandwich or equivalent before the journey home. The 

coach will also aim to make a brief stop at the motorway services on the way back to school. 

Phones: Students may bring mobile phones and will be reminded to switch them off where appropriate. 

Medication: Any student who suffers from travel sickness is advised to take suitable medication before 

boarding the coach. They may wish to sit at the front of the coach. 

Equipment: Pen and notebook. Sports kit.  

Cost:   £149 which includes other Sixth Form Conferences later in the year (see below). 

Payment to be made on Monday 5 September. Payment is online via the scopay online 

system.  

New students to the school  Students will be given a “link-code” letter on their first day. This will 

enable you to make the payment online for the trip.  

 

We also organise a UCAS conference, Higher Education convention (usually in Bristol), and a Healthy Choices 

or Careers conference. To facilitate sensible planning and more appropriate financial management we are 

asking Year 12 students to pay the cost of the Residential and the Conferences at the start of the year. The 

school is already subsidising some costs for these events where it can.  

 



 

               

The 16-19 Bursary Scheme (means tested, proof of household income required) is available for sixth formers. 

All students who receive Free School Meals are automatically eligible. Unfortunately, the cost of the trip 

cannot be taken out of the bursary as it is not distributed until after the trip has taken place however if your 

child is eligible then this can help with the cost retrospectively. Application forms have been given out on 

results’ day.  

 

The residential visit, previously at the University of Exeter, was a ‘highlight of the year’ for the students who 

attended. Their feedback, the benefit to the transition programme, and a shared appreciation of a university 

visit have been major reasons for including the event in this year’s transition programme. If you are unable to 

meet the entire cost of the residential, please contact the sixth form office (Tel 01225 838905) as soon as 

possible as we may be able to arrange an immediate and suitable monthly payment plan. Our aim is for all 

students in year 12 to go on the trip. We aim to facilitate sensible payment plans when these are required 

however, we are unable to run the trip on limited numbers of students as we would then have to run the full 

school timetable for Year 12 and also a full timetable of events in Swansea. This would not be viable, We have 

always been able to find a suitable payment plan for all those families who are unable to pay in full by the 

deadline so please ask. For the vast majority of students, please be aware that the cost of the trip will need to 

be paid in full by 6 September or your child will not be able to attend.  

 

The residential trip is fully inclusive covering the cost of coach transport to and from the University, overnight 

accommodation, activities whilst at the university, insurance cover and all meals and drinks as specified.  

 

Students will travel to Swansea University with their year group to take part in a range of activities organised 

by Swansea University and Ralph Allen School. The activities are likely to include: a tour of the University 

Campus, a series of short lectures on, as examples, how to manage your finances if you want to study at 

University, on student life and on improving your study skills. There are also team games. We aim to include 

team building activities as mentioned above and time for students to ask individual questions about higher 

education. This is an exciting and rewarding event so we have planned for every student to attend. It will 

allow the year group to work together and all the students to get to know each other’s strengths as individuals.  

 

We have arranged an essential information meeting in the main school hall on Monday 5 September 2022 

6.00pm to 7.00pm. Under B&NES Health & Safety regulations; ‘a parent or guardian must attend a briefing 

meeting which outlines the preparations necessary and the schools expectations of pupils’ behaviour for the 

trip/visit’. Consequently at this vital meeting, which all parents/carers must attend, we will be giving out 

important information including; a clothing and personal checklist, and insurance details. 

 

You will find attached to this letter a medical information form which must be completed and returned to 

school by Monday 5 September. We need this form in advance of the meeting in case we need to discuss 

any issues raised on the form at the meeting on Monday. This is a B&NES prerequisite for all students taking 

part in out of school activities.  

 

The students will be allowed time during the visit when they will not be under the direct supervision of staff. 

Members of staff will, of course, be easily accessible if needed. This is in line with the Bath & North East Somerset 

Council guidelines. Students will be expected to conduct themselves at all times in a safe, responsible and 

courteous way. They will be instructed to stay together in small groups and they will be given clear instructions 

on where they are allowed to go during this time. 

 

Students are expected to act on instructions given by staff immediately and without question. Under these 

conditions all decisions by members of staff are final, binding and without question. Staff are making decisions 

to take into consideration the individual and larger group of young people and their safety. Students who fail 

to comply with staff instructions must anticipate that they will be banned from future trips and visits. Whilst on 

the trip staff will be ‘in loco parentis’ of all the students. This is in line with B&NES and DfE legislation. The 

instructions staff give will be reasonable. Please note that past behaviour in school determines whether your 

son/daughter is allowed on any visit; this is in line with the BANES Health and Safety Policy.  I must therefore 

alert parents to the fact that any student who applies for a place, who has in the past a history of not 

complying with staff instructions, or is currently on the Governors Disciplinary Procedure  (GDP), may well be 

ineligible for the trip. Applications received from students who have a history of not obeying staff instructions, 

or are currently on the GDP will be carefully considered and parents/students will be informed of the position 

as to whether or not they will be eligible to accompany the visit. Over a number of years, we have been very 

pleased that our student’s behaviour has been of the highest standard, in line with our expectations and 

school values, and instructions have been quickly and safely followed on similar visits. 

 



 

               

After the residential meeting you will all have a short opportunity to meet with some of the sixth form team for 

a more informal group discussion about transition and to share your first impressions and experiences. There 

will not be the opportunity for detailed individual discussions but we hope that the opportunity for group 

discussion and feedback will be useful. We will also hold an event later in Term 1 where all year 12 

parents/carers can meet their child’s tutor. During term time, the sixth form administration team can be 

contacted using the email:  

ras-sixthform@palladianacademytrust.com. The sixth form office telephone number is 01225 838905.  

 

We are looking forward to a positive, busy start to year 12 which enables our students to quickly feel part of 

the Sixth Form, to be ready to study and achieve their personal best whilst working together to achieve more. 

We would like to congratulate the students on their year 11 success and build on their achievements as we 

begin year 12.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

      
Ms J Haggett      

Head of Sixth Form  

Assistant Headteacher 
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**PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE SIXTH FORM OFFICE** 

Year 12 Residential Experience - Induction Visit to Swansea University – 8/9 September 2022 
 

Student Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…  

• I have read the details and I agree that my child may participate in the Year 12 Residential Experience on 8 

September (overnight) and returning on 9 September as outlined in the letter above. 

• I/We confirm that my/our child does not suffer from any medical condition that would stop them from participating 

in this activity.  I/we undertake to inform the school immediately if there is any change in this position.  I/we give 

my/our permission for any medical treatment to be administered in the event of an accident. 

• I/We understand that I/we will be expected to complete the standard ‘essential information forms’ and all 

medical/health details on the reply form (below), required for school trips before the group leaves. 

• I/We agree to comply with all Health & Safety requirements as specified in ‘Health & Safety of pupils on Educational 

visits’ HSPV2 document, (details available on request). 

 

• I/We also agree to attend the parents meeting in preparation for the trip; this is a Health & Safety prerequisite of 

all Educational visits. 

 

• I/We give permission for my/our son/daughter to take their Mobile Telephone No. _______________________________     

but understand and accept that if any member of staff deems it necessary, they may ask  for the phone to be 

handed in and kept safely until it is deemed appropriate for it to be returned. 

• I confirm I happy for my child to be photographed and for these photos to be used by the school for the purposes 

of publicity and promotion 

• I/We can make arrangements for my son/daughter to be collected/return home safely after the visit. 

 

Cost £149 Please Indicate amount paid below 

I have paid online   

 

SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL VISITS   ESSENTIAL INFORMATION   

 

Emergency Contact Name:…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Home Telephone No: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Emergency Contact No (to be used on 8/9 Sept):  ………………………………………………………………………     

 

Medical Information - Name of Doctor & Doctor’s Surgery:…………………………………………………………….. 

 

Date of Last Tetanus Injection if known: …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Any Allergies: ……………………………………………………………………….…………..………………………………… 

 

Any Special Medical Treatment: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(written medical instructions must be provided if your child needs medication) 

 

Any Significant Medical/Personal/Dietary Information: (please include any special dietary requirements e.g. 

Vegan, dairy, wheat intolerance, mental health concerns or physical disabilities that we may need to 

consider when organising the trip). 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………… 

 

 

Vegetarian 

 

Yes No Vegan Yes No Free School Meals? School 

Packed lunch required on 

Thursday 8 September? 

Yes No 

 

 

Signed _____________________________________________Parent/Carer  Date _______________________  

Date of Parents meeting:  Monday 5 September 2022 at 6.00pm – 7.00pm in the main school hall 


