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Dear Parents/Carers 

I am writing as we are nearing the final term of the academic year. As is natural, we are 

beginning to look at our achievements thus far and our next steps with our young people, and 

none more so than Year 9. 

The next two years for Year 9 students hold huge excitement and promise: the chance to 

study in greater depth and with greater frequency lessons of their choosing. We hope for 

many they find lifelong passions, whether it be in Art, Music, Drama, Construction, Science, 

Maths, English or other subjects. 

Over the next few weeks, students will be completing assessments in many subjects to give 

staff an insight in to where students are at, and what areas of skills and knowledge we need to 

focus on reteaching before we break up for the summer holidays. 

To support students, in Science lessons we have explained the principles of retrieval practice – 

a revision method which is proven by research to be highly effective. A poster explaining the 

key principles is attached so that you can support your child at home over the term, and 

beyond in Key Stage 4, by revising in the most effective manner possible. 

In essence, retrieval practice involves calling information to mind from memory, without an 

open textbook or prompts. This strengthens the memory of the information, making it easier to 

remember again in future – for instance during an upcoming assessment. 

We would appreciate you supporting your child to use retrieval practice as much as possible, 

to get them in to great revision habits well ahead of their GCSE exams in May 2024. Why you 

need to know about retrieval practice (innerdrive.co.uk) 

I will be delivering an evening to parents and students in the first term of Year 10, where I will 

expand more on the science behind retrieval practice, to help our students make the 

transition as successful as possible. 

Regards, 

 

Mr A Harrison 

Deputy Headteacher 
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