YEAR 12 POST-18
GUIDANCE FOR
PARENTS
2020
THE AIM:

TO START
CONVERSATIONS.

Mr Daniell – English
Literature teacher and
UCAS co-ordinator.

THE TEAM

Ms Haggett – Head of 6th
form.
Ms Rutter – Deputy head of
6th form. Oxbridge, medical
and EPQ expert.

THE OPTIONS AFTER 6TH FORM
• University

• Apprenticeships
• Employment

• Gap Year

UCAS – WHAT IS IT?
• University College and Admissions Service.
• UCAS is a charity that processes applications to study full-time courses at
universities, colleges, and conservatoires in the UK.
• UCAS’ aim is to help students make informed choices that are right for them,
by guiding them through the entire higher education application process
and beyond.
• To support this, UCAS provides a wide range of valuable information and
services for applicants, their parents, and teachers.

TERMINOLOGY
• UCAS website - provides course searches, information videos
and advice
• UCAS apply – The online form students use to send their initial
application
• UCAS track – The software through which students track their
offers after their forms have been sent off.

MAKING AN APPLICATION
• Over 50,000 courses to choose from
• Only have five choices available on
your form – ‘Blind’ process
• Only 4 for Medicine, Veterinary
Science & Dentistry
• Oxford OR Cambridge
• UCAS processes well over 2 million
undergraduate applications a year
• Lots of competition – it is important to
have a strong application form

MAKING INFORMED CHOICES
• Students research the 4 C’s (course, career, campus and
city)
• We advise them to be realistic about choices, for example:
- 2 courses with ambitious entry requirements to aim for
- 2 courses matched to your predicted grades

- 1 with lower entry requirements for insurance.

UNIVERSITIES WILL RESPOND WITH
AN OFFER IN EITHER GRADES
REQUIRED OR POINTS REQUIRED
AS Level
A = 20points
B = 16
C = 12
D = 10
E=6

A Level
A* = 56
A = 48
B = 40
C = 32
D = 24
E = 16

EPQ
A* = 28
A = 24
B = 20
C = 16
D = 12
E=8

Example offer 112points – BBC or
A*CD (or D*D* at BTEC)
Then next down 104 points would be
- BCC

BTEC National
D*D* = 112
D*D = 104
DD = 96
DM = 80
MM = 64
MP = 48
The EPQ also attracts
AS points, and is the only
AS equivalent that can be
awarded an A*

THE PERSONAL
STATEMENT
 47 lines
 4000 characters including spaces
 About a side of typed A4

 First draft to be completed over the summer.

 Many people will look at this, but the main point of
contact will be the tutor.

 Do not be surprised if there are multiple, multiple
drafts.

Excellent Personal Statement
•

Clever, high impact opening sentence
- this is usually written last to avoid getting a
‘block’ about it

•

Ideally two thirds – three quarters about the subject area
- shows real passion for the subject area and academic skills
- academics are passionate about their subject!

• Work experience/Career aspirations/Virtual
events/Volunteering/Relevant interests
• Super-Curricular/MOOCS (massive open online courses)
/Extra Reading
• Shows real personality

HOW TO HELP
YOUR CHILD
STAND OUT FROM
THE CROWD

• Work experience – For the more competitive courses (Medicine) this is usually
essential. For the majority of courses it does not even have to be related to the
course (Check school e-mails and notice boards for plenty of opportunities)
Under the COVID-19 restrictions, virtual work experience/research/telephone
interviews may be the only options.

• Part time job – Dealing with challenging situations or improving communication
skills (8-12 hours). Again we think universities will take into consideration the
current situation.

• Volunteering – shows drive and empathy. Two key skills. Again we think
universities will take into consideration the current situation.

• Super curricular –There is a regular super curricular bulletin e-mailed to students
by Ms Rutter including links to podcasts, TEDx, BMJ or other academic journals,
performances. These activities are still possible to do when studying at home!

REFERENCE AND PREDICTED GRADES
• Each subject will provide a couple of paragraphs describing the student in their specific subject

• The tutor will then collate these, make it flow and write an introduction and conclusion

• Predicted grades will be based on year 12 exams/assignments and teacher assessment throughout year 12 and will
be evidence based. Again we will take into consideration the current situation and we are likely to run some
controlled assessments in July but we may give students an opportunity to improve on predicted grades in
September. The predicted grades are sent off by teachers with the reference when the application is sent to UCAS.
This might be in October or in November. The grades are not completed or decided by the student.

• We can not predict aspirational grades just because the course requires you to have the grades. Students can
however, do extra work to try and persuade us that they have the potential.

OPEN DAYS

ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE WAYS IN WHICH YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD IS BY
ENABLING THEM TO ‘ATTEND’OPEN DAYS – NOW THIS MAY INITIALLY
SIMPLY INVOLVE VIRTUAL VISITS IN 2020

WHEN WE RETURN TO SCHOOL, AN OPEN DAY DURING TERM TIME WOULD REQUIRE YOU TO
FILL OUT A FORM IN ADVANCE – LIKE ALL FORMS, YOU CAN GET THESE FROM JANE SQUIER.
IT IS GOOD PRACTICE TO LET TUTORS KNOW IF YEAR 12 STUDENTS ATTEND AN OPEN DAY
(EVEN A VIRTUAL ONE)
EVEN BEFORE THE PANDEMIC MANY UNIVERSITIES HOSTED VIRTUAL OPEN DAYS

WHAT WE DO

Exeter
residential

Higher
Education fair

PSHE

Careers Day

University of
Bristol

UWE 1-1s

UCAS day

Apprenticeship
talks

WE WOULD USUALLY HAVE A UCAS DAY
CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING EVENTS.
**IN 2020 WE WILL DO THESE VIRTUALLY OR IN THE
AUTUMN TERM
• Personal statement workshops from university representatives.
• Finance activities
• Register with and start to fill out UCAS form
• Self evaluation of skills
• Q&A session with uni representatives
• Start to create a personal statement

WHAT APPLICANTS SHOULD BE DOING WHEN

5 Oct.

15 Nov.

Oxbridge & medic internal
deadline

internal deadline for the majority

Oxbridge & medic UCAS deadline

Final UCAS deadline

15 Oct.

15 Jan.

THERE ARE CLEARLY LOTS MORE QUESTIONS
THIS YEAR DUE TO COVID-19
• UCAS has been running regular Q & A Events online

• UCAS has its own news and COVID-19 updates page

• UCAS has made more personalised options and support available
• UNIVERSITIES/ Higher Education (HE) providers are keen to consider the impact on how
they work in the future and how to work with students and academics. They are providing
many more resources and talks online.
• Example: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/virtual-resources-for-students/

Expenses
As a full time undergraduate you have two main costs:

 Tuition Fees
 Living Costs

There’s Money to Help
Student Loan for Fees
Student Maintenance Loan

University Scholarships and Bursaries

Student Finance England Calculator https://www.savethestudent.org/student-finance

Tuition Fees… How Much!?
Since 2012 Higher education institutes in England,
Wales, and Scotland can charge up to £9,000 in tuition
fees per year (£27,000 overall)
As of 2017 universities can now charge £9,250 if they
have met the criteria for the TEF Award.

Income each year
before tax

9% will be deducted
from

Monthly repayment

£25,000

£0

£0

£27,000

£2,000

£15

£29,500

£4,500

£33

£31,000

£6,000

£45

£33,000

£8,000

£60

(Approx)

https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan

How Much Do I Get?
2020/2021 Maintenance Loan Provision
https://media.slc.co.uk/sfe/2021/ft/sfe_how_you_are_assessed_and_paid_guide_2021_o.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan

Full Year Student*

Maximum
Loan

Parental Home

£7,747

Elsewhere

£9,203

London

£12,010

Overseas (one year
abroad whilst on UK
course )

£10,539

How Do I Apply?
www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login
Deadline to apply is the end of May (approx. 25th May)
Students do not need to wait until
their place is confirmed

Tuition Fees are paid directly to your university
We will cover this nearer the time
during PSHE sessions
Don’t worry about the process yet, but it is wise to start
saving. Universities are keen for students not to be prevented
from attending for financial reasons so discuss it with them.

APPRENTICESHIPS
• If your son/daughter would like a careers interview please ask Jane Squier
• The software in school, both ucas and unifrog, have apprenticeship alternatives.
• Ms Rutter keeps a database so that we can target student support and point in the
right direction advice whenever we receive information.
• Pathways CTM software is also available which will provide alerts and link to a
mentor
• Amazing apprenticeships has a parent section. ( Students can do an apprenticeship
and gain a degree.) https://amazingapprenticeships.com/parents/
• Check School e-mails!

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES
APPRENTICESHIP/ FULL TIME UNIVERSITY?




Advertised all
year



Employer and
Government
pay for the
study



Student pays
to study /
student loan

 Start
throughout the
year



Usually start
once a year

UCAS
deadline

HOW DO YOU FIND AN APPRENTICESHIP?
WHERE TO BEGIN

1

Register on
Find an apprenticeship
and create your FREE account

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/vacancies/time-to-apply/

HIGHER AND DEGREE
APPRENTICESHIPS WITH 2020 STARTS:

National Apprenticeship Service

WELLBEING
• It is completely usual for a 17 or 18 year old not to know what they want to do
with the rest of their lives.
• University is not the only option and for many students it is not a good option
but for others it is a fantastic option.
• A few light conversations is better than an intimidating ‘future’ talk

• Keep conversations positive and aspirational

COVID UPDATE
• Year 12 are being sent information to look at each week.
• We are still communicating with them and expecting them to complete the
tasks set in order to prepare properly.
• We will help students set up their UCAS account.
• We know have Microsoft Teams for our tutor groups and for PSHE.

STUDENTS HAVE BEEN GIVEN A GUIDE TO
HELP THEM FILL OUT THE UCAS FORM
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arV7Hm7Gdpo&feature=youtu.be

• Our Buzzword is on the email which our students had and their tutor has it.

• The form is good practice for any online application form – it starts with
name and address!

UCAS COURSE SEARCH
One way to begin research…do a course search on
ucas

• This has been updated this year
https://digital.ucas.com/search
• Students can narrow down courses

to the ones that are 25 miles away
from home (using their postcode)?
or to a subject choice?
or to an entry/start year ?

IF YOUR QUESTIONS HAVEN’T BEEN
ANSWERED
• The UCAS website itself has a huge amount of information https://www.ucas.com/parents
• The ‘Student Room’ University guide is excellent, free and clear www.theuniguide.co.uk
• There are lots of these university/career guides and we have unifrog
https://www.unifrog.org/about
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
• Need a glossary – don’t understand a term we use? https://www.ucas.com/ucas-termsexplained
• We are only an e-mail away.

