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11 October 2021 

 

 

 

Dear parent/carer, 

UCAS Update 

A reminder that the internal deadline for UCAS applications is:  

Standard entry: Tuesday 16 November. The final external date for the forms to be sent off is the 15 January. 

However, students need to meet our early deadline as otherwise it would be impossible to provide a high 

standard of guidance and feedback for all students.   

The early entry was Tuesday 5 October (This includes Oxbridge, veterinary, medicine and dentistry courses 

with the final external deadline of 15 October). 

  

What should Year 13 have already done?  

Year 13 students should all have logged on to UCAS and filled out the following sections:  

Personal details  

Additional Information  

Education   

Employment  

Student Finance 

  

Some common mistakes include:   

1. The student support fee code should be ‘UK, Chi... student financial services’ and the arrangements 

are the name of the county in which the student lives.    

2. The ULN number can be found on exam certificates or by asking the tutor to access it on the school’s 

internal computer system.  

  

What is being done at school to help?  

At the moment the focus is very much on the personal statement. Information about what to include can 

be found here https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-

personal-statement.  In short, the students have 4000 characters with spaces (about a page, typed on 

Microsoft Word) They should spend roughly two thirds expressing why they are interested in the course and a 

third selling themselves as a well-rounded individual.  

During PSHE at the end of Year 12, students were guided through examples of personal statements and this 

should have provided them with stimulus to go away and write their own.  
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During the week of 20 September computer rooms were booked during tutor times and students were able 

to sign up to a piece of software called Oscar. This can help students structure their statements and it has 

example of the sort of things that are well received in a statement. Year 13 students can ask their tutors or 

myself about the Oscar software if they are unsure how to use it. 

 

What can I as a parent do to help?  

1. Sign up to the UCAS parents’ e-mail https://www.ucas.com/parents-signup  

2. Keep your child focused on meeting the school’s deadline  

3. Look over a first draft of their personal statement and remind them how awesome they are and how 

they can express that!  

 

In normal times we encourage students to attend as many open days as possible to gain a feel for the 

university and its location. We know this may be difficult at the moment, nevertheless most 

universities provide virtual open days, a list of which can be found at www.opendays.com   

We also have a host of information on the school website under Sixth Form – UCAS. This includes 

the PowerPoint that was used during our Year 12 parents’ information evening on how to apply.  

 Should you have any questions about how you can help your child achieve their higher education goal 

please do not hesitate to e-mail myself at ras-m.daniell@ralphallenschool.com or your child’s tutor.  

  

Kind Regards,  

Mark Daniell 

Mark Daniell  

UCAS Co-ordinator  
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