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Dear Year 7, Year 8 & Year 9 students and parents, 

Teams lessons 

As you know, we are now using Teams not Insight to set work, which has allowed you to return 

assignments for marking. Teams also allows us to deliver actual lessons via this platform and we have 

been doing this with Year 12 for three weeks and Year 10 for two weeks. These lessons are obviously 

not the same as actual lessons at Ralph Allen, but we are getting better at delivering them through 

the Teams platform and they have proved popular with students in Year 10 & 12. Therefore, we now 

want to extend the Teams lessons across all year groups starting from next week. Attached is the 

timetable of when these lessons will be – please note that the timetable does not start on Monday 

22 June, but Wednesday 24 June (this is because we are having a virtual Sixth Form Induction on 

Monday and Tuesday next week, which involves a large number of staff).   

We have had to blend this timetable of lessons for Years 7 – 9 with the lessons also going on for Year 

10 & Year 12, so we are using different timetable slots to ensure there are no clashes. The times for 

the lessons for Years 7 – 9 are during period 1 and also period 4. As you will see you will have at least 

one lesson each day and on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays you will have two. Core subjects 

(English, Maths and Science) will be on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and will start at 12.30pm. 

For Years 8 & 9, all other subjects will be throughout the week during the 9–10am timetable slot. For 

Year 9 students during this slot, you should join those subjects you have chosen as a GCSE option 

for Year 10 – you will be set up in a Team of those who have chosen each subject. See the timetable 

for the details of when each subject is. 

Lessons will be linked to the work that has already been set on Teams so this should not mean an 

increase in workload for students. Rather, the lesson should clarify and reinforce the work that has 

been set and, wherever possible, there will be a chance for students to ask questions through the 

chat dialogue box. In core subjects, your lesson will be with your normal teacher; in all other subjects 

there will be one lesson for your year group led by a member of that department linked to the work 

you have been set.   

An hour’s slot has been reserved on the timetable for each lesson, but this does not mean that the 

teacher will be talking for the full hour. They will certainly introduce each lesson and go through the 

key points of the learning, but they will also be setting you up with follow up tasks to do. There will 

be no ‘one way’ in which each lesson will be organised. Although staff have now had training in 

the use of Teams and we are becoming more used to this way of working, your teachers are 

learning with online teaching, just as you are, so please bear with them; we will get better at it!  

In the lesson, you may be able to see your teacher and they will often share their screen to show 

you some slides or a worksheet etc. However, video for you will be turned off as will your 

microphones, unless your teacher asks you to unmute for a question. If you have questions during 

the lesson, the chat feature of Teams, where you can type a question works well. Core lessons will 

be ‘live’ and we would encourage you to join in with the lesson as much as possible. This will help 

you get the most from it and it also helps the teacher know that they are not just talking to 
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themselves! Although lessons will be recorded, we would really like you to join them ‘live’ so that 

there can be that interaction with your teacher. The lessons in other subjects may be live or 

recorded – your team for these will be much bigger than your normal class. Obviously, please bear 

in mind our normal respectful code of conduct for the lesson. 

We would welcome your feedback as we all get used to these online lessons.  

I do hope that you and your families are coping in this uniquely challenging situation. It will be good 

to see you all back in school when this becomes possible. 

Best wishes, 

John Chantry 

Deputy Headteacher  

 

 


