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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Yr7 Residential May 2022 
 
Learning Group 1 and Learning Group 2 stay overnight Monday 9 May 
Learning Group 3 and Learning Group 4 stay overnight Tuesday 10 May 
Learning Group 5 and Learning Group 6 stay overnight Wednesday 11 May 
Learning Group 7 and Learning Group 8 stay overnight Thursday 12 May 
 
The Year 7 Residential is an inclusive trip for all year 7 students taking place in May 2022. The aim is to involve 
all students in a series of teambuilding activities designed to encourage and foster positive relationships with 
a wider group of students and staff and encourage a sense of belonging early in their time at Ralph Allen 
School. We place great importance on the development of strong social and interpersonal skills and feel that 
this experience has a real impact on building student confidence at this crucial time, especially given the 
uncertainty and disruption they have faced in recent years.  
 
Our aim is that all students will benefit greatly both from the experience of a residential trip and the range of 
individual and team building activities that are on offer. We hope to have some fun at the same time!  The 
experience of previous years shows that the students return with many new friends and a strong feeling of 
learning group identity. Having not been able to offer this opportunity to students last year due to restrictions 
in place at the time, we are thrilled to be in a position to run this trip for our year 7 students this year. The year 
7 students are accompanied by a team of Ralph Allen staff including members of the leadership team, the 
house team and tutors, as well as sixth form students. 
 
Outline details: 
 Students will travel by coach to Barton Camp (on the Mendips) with their learning group to take part in a 

range of activities organised by Mendip Outdoor Pursuits who are a team of fully qualified and trained 
specialist outdoor activity instructors. 

 Students will take part in evening activities for which suitable sturdy footwear will be needed, and day 
activities which will require a change of clothing. Historically, the activities have included archery, 
canoeing, kayaking, an assault course and a night walk.  

 They will stay overnight at Barton Camp for which they will need a sleeping bag. All meals (dinner, evening 
drink/snack, hot breakfast & packed lunch) are provided. 

 Students will leave Ralph Allen at 3.30pm after normal school and return by 3.00pm the next day (to 
coincide with school buses). 

 
The cost of the trip is £97.00.  This is fully inclusive, covering the cost of coach transport to and from the centre 
and to the outdoor activities location, overnight accommodation, activities selected from archery, canoeing, 
kayaking and assault course, fully qualified and trained specialist outdoor activity instructors, full insurance 
cover, staffing requirements and all meals and drinks as specified above. Payments should be made via your 
account on our online payment system. If you are unable to access a computer or are unable to make a 
payment in this way, please contact the Finance Office by email ras-k.debeer@ralphallenschool.com or 
telephone on 01225 838923. 
 
Payment details are as follows: 

• First instalment of £50.00 is due by Friday 11 February 2022 
This instalment is non-refundable after 11 February 2022 

• Second instalment of £47.00 is due by Friday 1 April 2022 
This instalment is non-refundable after 1 April 2022 
 

If you are finding it difficult to meet the cost of this trip and/or will be in receipt of free school meals, please 
contact either Mr James Forrester (Head of Phoenix House) or Mrs Katrina de Beer (Finance Officer and 
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Educational Visits Administrator) at the school as soon as possible as we may be able to assist financially.  Our 
aim is for all students to go on the trip. 
 
The students will be allowed time during the visit when they will not be under the direct supervision of staff. 
Members of staff will, of course, be easily accessible if needed. This is in line with the Bath & North East Somerset 
Council guidelines. Students will be expected to conduct themselves at all times in a safe, responsible and 
courteous way.   
 
Students are expected to act on instructions given by staff immediately and without question.  Under these 
conditions all decisions by members of staff are final, binding and without question.  Students who fail to 
comply with staff instructions must anticipate that they will be banned from future trips and visits. Whilst on the 
trip staff will be ‘in loco parentis’ of all the students.  This is in line with B&NES and DfE legislation. 
 
Please note that past behaviour in school determines whether your son/daughter is allowed on the visit; this 
is in line with the B&NES Health and Safety Policy.  I must therefore alert parents to the fact that any student 
who applies for a place, who has in the past a history of not complying with staff instructions, or is currently on 
the Governors Disciplinary Procedure (GDP), may well be ineligible for the trip.  Applications received from 
students who have a record of not obeying staff instructions, or are currently on the GDP will be carefully 
considered and parents/students will be informed of the position as to whether or not they will be eligible to 
accompany the visit. 
 
For reasons of security students should not bring mobile phones with them.  Staff will be carrying mobile phones 
in case of emergency. 
 
We have arranged an essential information meeting on Tuesday 3 May 2022 starting at 6.00 p.m. Under Health 
& Safety regulations ‘a parent or carer must attend a briefing meeting which outlines the preparations 
necessary and the school’s expectations of students’ behaviour for the trip/visit’. Consequently, at this vital 
meeting, which all parents/guardians must attend, we will be giving out important information including a 
clothing and personal checklist and insurance details.  
 
Please complete and return the attached medical and student information form by Friday 11 February 2022. 
This is a B&NES prerequisite for all students taking part in out of school activities. 
 
Many thanks in advance for your cooperation. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

J Forrester 

 
Mr James Forrester 
Head of Phoenix House 
Year 7 Residential Trip Leader 

  



 

               

This form must be returned to the Finance Office by the latest Friday 11 February 2022 
 
Year 7 Residential at Barton Camp May 2022 - Medical and Student information Form 
 
 
Student Name: ………………………………………………………… House: …………………… (please leave blank) 
 
Declaration 
• I/we have read the details and I/we agree that my child may participate in the Year 7 Residential at Barton Camp 

May 2022 as outlined in the letter dated December 2021. 
• I/we confirm that my child does not suffer from any medical condition that would stop them from participating in this 

activity.  I/we undertake to inform the school immediately if there is any change in this position.  I/we give my 
permission for any medical/dental treatment to be administered in the event of an accident. 

• I/we confirm that whilst our son/daughter is on the trip as outlined above I/we are happy that the staff team will be 
in ‘loco parentis’ of my/our child.  This is in line with B&NES legislation and under these conditions all decisions by 
members of staff are final, binding and without question. 

• I/We understand that I/we will be expected to complete the standard ‘essential information forms’ and all 
medical/health details on the consent form (below), required for school trips before the group leaves. 

• I/We agree to comply with all Health & Safety requirements as specified in ‘Health & Safety of pupils on Educational 
visits’ HSPV2 document, (details available on request). 

• I/We also agree to attend fully the meeting on Tuesday 3 May 2022 at 6.00 p.m. as required in preparation for the 
trip; this is an essential Health & Safety prerequisite of all Educational visits. 

• I understand that my child should not take their mobile phone with them on the trip and accept that if they do any 
member of staff may ask for the phone to be collected and keep it safe until it is deemed appropriate for it to be 
returned. 

• I/We can make arrangements for my son/daughter to be collected/return home safely from Ralph Allen School after 
returning from the Year 7 Residential at Barton Camp. 
 

Photography  
• I give permission for my/our son/daughter to be photographed for school publication purposes.    
• I do not give permission for my/our son/daughter to be photographed.  

Meal requirements  
• My son/daughter requires a vegetarian meal  

Please  as appropriate 
 
SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL VISITS - ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
Emergency Contact Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Home Telephone No: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Emergency Contact No: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Medical Information 
Name of Doctor and Surgery: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Date of Last Tetanus Injection: …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Any Allergies: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Any Special Medical Treatment: ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
(written medical instructions must be provided if your child needs medication) 
Any Significant Medical/Personal Information: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Signed ____________________________Parent/Carer   Date __________________   
 
Signed ____________________________Student                  Date __________________  
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