
TEAMWORK RESPECT PERSONAL BEST 

Be awesome…Be amazing…Be you! 

Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 

3…Year 6 into Year 7. 

Informed by the seven 

primary schools in the 

Palladian Academy Trust, 

departments are aware of 

what is taught during Year 

6 and many members of 

staff have visited our 

feeder primaries to see 

Year 6 in action. This has 

informed the sequencing 

of programs of study and 

the way in which teaching, 

and learning is organized 

when students begin their 

Ralph Allen journey. 

Groupings for Year 7 

In Year 7 as a transition from key stage 2, students are 

taught in the same Learning Group for all subjects. The 

make up of these learning groups is given a great deal 

of thought and planning and wherever possible we try 

to ensure that students are in groups with at least one 

person they know and with whom they work well. When 

students move into Year 8, students are still in their Year 

7 Learning Group for a few lessons but for English, 

Maths, Science, the Humanities they are in different 

groups. 

Wednesday Windows is a unique feature 

of the Year 7 Ralph Allen curriculum. It 

happens once a fortnight and students 

get to choose an activity to do from a 

wide list of enrichment activities which are 

not usually part of the school curriculum – 

the activities on offer vary throughout the 

year; some are led by school staff (& not 

always teachers); some by volunteers with 

expertise. In particular there are lots of 

active, sporty, creative and musical 

activities – anything from Archery to 

Zumba! 

RAS Blooms!  

We have our own unique version of 

Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning which 

helps us to assess how students are 

doing and to give them helpful 

feedback. In our Ralph Allen units of 

work, we look at the following aspects 

of learning: 

Remembering, Understanding, 

Applying, Creating /Analysing/ 

Evaluating 

Targets.  

We challenge all students to achieve their Personal 

Best – this one of the three aspects of the Ralph 

Allen way. Achieving their personal best, should be 

the target of all students and we do not allocate 

specific targets or ‘flight paths’ to students because 

we do not want to put a limit on their aspirations (or 

unintentionally end up labelling students). We are, 

however, well aware of students’ starting points 

when they join us and their performance is 

monitored by teachers so that we know whether 

students are making the progress that they should 

make. 

Groupings for Year 8/9.  

When students go into Year 8 they only 

stay with their learning groups for a few 

subjects and for English, Maths, Science, 

the Humanities subjects (Geography, 

History and Philosophy and Ethics), 

Design Technology and PE students are 

in individual subject groupings for each 

of these curriculum areas as is 

appropriate for each curriculum area 

but a guiding principle is that all 

students are in groups where they will 

get an appropriate amount of 

academic challenge and in which they 

will good progress.  

Key Stage 3.  

At Ralph Allen we see Years 7, 8 & 9 as 

‘Key Stage 3’ and as a vital stage as 

students get used to taking the whole 

range of subjects on offer at Ralph Allen, 

all taught by specialist teachers with 

practical subjects taught in specialist 

rooms. This key stage lays the foundations 

for GCSE and other courses which 

students will take in Years 10 & 11 (which is 

‘Key Stage 4’) and we see it as important 

that we do not cut this short by asking 

students to make GCSE choices too early 

or starting on examination courses 

prematurely. The guidance process for 

students to make their option choices for 

Key Stage 4 starts during term 3 of Year 9. 

Support for students who have 

additional needs or who have been 

disadvantaged. Students with 

identified additional learning needs 

when they start Ralph Allen will be 

supported by our Learning Support 

team and in class support is provided 

for those in need of it. During Year 7, 

we also look out for students who 

may have additional learning needs 

which have not been sufficiently 

recognized or who need some extra 

support with either literacy or 

numeracy so that these needs can 

be addressed. Disadvantaged 

students are allocated a mentor in 

Year 7 to help them transition 

successfully to Ralph Allen. 

Languages at Ralph Allen.  

We teach both French and Spanish at 

Ralph Allen. When students join they are 

allocated either French or Spanish, 

although parents can express a 

preference for one or other language 

before students start Ralph Allen. All 

students will take the language they’ve 

been allocated throughout Years 7 – 9, 

which gives them a great grounding for 

taking GCSE. Students can also take up 

the language they were not allocated 

from Year 8 as an additional subject 

should they wish to do so. Taking a 

language in key stage 4 is not compulsory 

at Ralph Allen, but both French and 

Spanish are very popular choices at GCSE 

(& also at A Level) and we have annual 

student exchanges with partner schools in 

both France and Spain.  

SAIL. We are very keen on Sailing at 

Ralph Allen! Sail stands for Second 

Attempt In Learning and we want our 

students to be very comfortable with the 

idea that the secret to really grasping 

learning is to have a first attempt but 

then to get feedback and then have 

another attempt. So students go from 

what can seem like a FAIL to SAIL! This 

really promotes a growth mindset which 

is essential for students to progress as 

much as they can and achieve their PB – 

Personal Best. 


