
Ralph Allen School 6th Form 

Psychology Summer work 

 
Ralph Allen School 6th form gives students the chance to study new subjects that they have not 
experienced at GCSE. We want to ensure that everybody who has chosen such a subject has a 
good understanding of what it involves so that they don’t find themselves having to swap within 
the first few weeks or stuck with something that turns out not to be what they expected. 
 
You hopefully enjoyed an interesting session during your virtual induction day, but the daily 
routine of studying this subject might be a bit different, particularly when you have to read and 
understand things for yourself. We have therefore set you a simple task to complete, which you 
should bring with you to your first lesson. It shouldn’t take you too long. 
 
The Psychology department have chosen three case studies that are related to the A Level 
specification. These case studies will give students a flavour of Psychology as an academic 
discipline. 
 
Task: Read through the case studies in the PDF. Choose one of the case studies and complete 
the activities below. 
 

1. Identify and define (explain) at least three new key words in the case study. Examples – 
cerebral cortex, synaesthesia. 

2. Why was the person the subject of a case study? What was unusual about them and/or 
their behaviour? Give a short summary. 

3. What methods did psychologists and doctors use to find out more about the person in the 
case study (i.e. brain scans, IQ tests)? What did they find? 

4. What are the implications of these findings? This means what did we learn that was 
useful? How is it useful?  

5. What two things did you find most interesting about this case? 
 
You need to bring these answers with you to your first lesson. During this lesson you will be 
asked to discuss the case study you chose. If you complete the task early in the school holidays 
you may wish to recap your answers shortly before the start of term. 
 
The PDF of case studies is downloadable from the RAS website. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Miss Hosford and Mrs Craddock 
 
Psychology Department 
 


