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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

What a fantastic start the students have made this year as we now reach the end of the first fortnight of 
school. There is definitely a return to more normality mixed with some excellent ideas that emerge from the 
pandemic.  

This letter contains information on vaccines, priorities for the school year and some additional information for 
this term. 

Vaccines 

After a lot of speculation announcements have been made with regards to the vaccination of children 
aged 12 – 15 years. Below is an extract of the information sent to all schools: 

“The School Immunisation Team has been asked to deliver this alongside the nasal flu vaccination 
programme. We have worked with you all for many years to provide school-based vaccination programmes 
and we are aware of the anxiety surrounding this programme. We will fully support you as schools as much as 
we can as well as parents and young people, to ensure we carry out COVID vaccinations in schools as safely 
and effectively as possible.    
   
We are aware of the concerns regarding self-consent nationally and we would like to reassure schools and 
parents that we will not be vaccinating their children without a positive consent form being completed by a 
parent/guardian. If there are any discrepancies between a child and parental view, we will call parents 
away from the vaccination session and arrange for vaccination to be caught up if required.  
   
Consent will be gained via e-consent in the usual way as for all our vaccination programmes, however for 
COVID vaccinations we can only gain consent 4 working days prior to the vaccination session - we would 
therefore ask that you support us in timely dissemination of this e-consent link when it is received to ensure 
parents have the opportunity to consent or decline the vaccination.”   
  
This was welcome information and in line with our own thoughts towards vaccinations. It is clear from 
everyone that no vaccinations will be administered without the consent of parents. 

Further information will be given with regards vaccinations as we receive it. 

School priorities 

I am happy to work in such a great school but there are still issues we must work on. This year to support 
school improvement we are focusing on three targets. They are: 

1. Adapting to a post Covid world. (This target will focus on wellbeing, equalities and catch up on lost 
progress). 

2. Creating ambitious independent learners. (Continuing to develop students to learn and progress 
during school and beyond. We will be using learning techniques based on metacognition to support 
growth in this area). 
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3. Supporting all learners to reach their personal best. (Focus here on pupil premium students and 
students with additional educational needs). 

We are all excited about implementing these and continuing to move the school forward. 

Open Evening 

Thursday 23 September is our Open Evening. This is an early closure as we prepare the school to welcome 
year 6’s. (Students will leave the site between 1.10pm-1.30pm) Transport has been arranged for a 1.35pm 
departure.  Please see early closure arrangements here.  

In a change to pre-covid arrangements we have made this a ticketed event and minimised the amount of 
people we allow onto the site. We would love to welcome everyone, but we are still emerging from a 
pandemic and will continue to minimise risk for members of our community. For parents who cannot attend 
or were unable to get tickets, there will be an Open Morning on Tuesday 28 September. Students in years 5 
and below will have a further opportunity to attend an Open Morning in June and then the Open Evening 
September 2022. 

Thank you to all students who will be supporting as guides or helping in a curriculum area on the evening. 

*Please note, an Inset day follows the Open Evening. Students will not be in school on Friday 24 September. 

Final comments 

I walked around the school at 4pm last week and it was fantastic to see so many students enjoying extra-
curricular activities. Please see the website for a full list of clubs. It was also the first rehearsal of this year’s 
production, ‘My Fair Lady’. Cannot wait. 

Thank you for all your support in preparing your sons and daughters for another wonderful year. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Andy Greenhough  

 

Headteacher  

https://www.ralphallenschool.com/953/announcements/announcement/19/early-closure-thursday-23-september-110-130pm

