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Dear Parent/Carer, 

We have finally reached the Christmas holidays. The students have worked incredibly hard throughout this 
term and should be commended for their efforts.  

Congratulations also to the year 7’s who have transitioned fantastically. We need to remind ourselves of the 
huge changes from their primary education. They adapt so quickly to their new environments. An excellent 
accomplishment from an excellent year group. 

Covid 

You may see a similar pattern to previous years, but this year, schools have remained open throughout. 
Positive cases have reduced in the school. Thank you to everyone who has supported through regular 
testing and complying with restrictions. Wearing face coverings is not easy but it has helped reduce cases 
and minimised the risk to our community. 

We will wait for the government’s decisions over Christmas, but so far we do know that we will be returning 
to testing on 4 January. The times again are. 

• Years 7 & 8:  Testing from 9am-10.15am   
  

• Year 10, 12 & 13:  Testing from 11am - 12.15pm  
 

• Year 9 & 11:  Testing from 1.30-2.45pm  
 
Siblings can be brought to school at the same time to make it easier for families. 

Year 11 

I have been so impressed with how the year 11s have worked towards their mock examinations this year. 
They have shown maturity and resilience throughout the process, dedicating many hours of extra work in 
preparation. Hard work is always rewarded. Well done.  

History shows that many grades do improve over the year. Students continue to develop as their teachers 
continue to work with and improve them. 

To give the students a rest we have asked all teachers to give no homework to the year 11s over Christmas 
so they can rest and get ready for next year. 

Examinations 

It is still likely that end-of-year examinations will take place. We are hoping that decisions on this will be 
clarified in January. If TAGs (teacher assessed grades) are used instead we have been asked to conduct 
formal assessments this term, Spring and Summer terms. For the students in year 13 we will be looking at 
assessments in 2022. In January we will write in detail outlining the possible arrangements if final 
examinations are cancelled. 

We appreciate how this uncertainty can raise anxiety and I am writing to Wera Hobhouse over the break to 
highlight my concerns regarding the effects of this on our young people and the extra strain on the 
teaching profession. 
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Term 3 – Dates to note  

• 4 January – Inset day. Students to be tested in school and return home. (Times above). 
• 5 January – All students return to school. 
• 7 January – Year 13 Geography Field Trip  
• 10 January – CNAT, Creative I-Media Exam (Year 10’s)  
• 11 January – CTEC Applied Science Exam (Year 13)  
• 12 January – BTEC Sport Exam (Year 12)  
• 12 January – Year 11 Trip to Norton Radstock College, 10am-1pm  
• 13 January – CTEC Applied Science Exam (Year 13) 
• 17 January – 21 January – Year 13 Formal Mocks  
• 19 January – Parent Circle Meeting, 8.30-10am Walk from Sulis  
• 20 January – KS4 Curriculum Evening, 5.30-7.30pm (New Dining Hall)  
• 24 January – 26 January – Year 13 Formal Mocks  
• 26 January – A Level Photography Coursework, 5Hr  
• 27 January – Child Development Exam (Year 11)  
• 27 January – Early School Closure, from 1.10pm  
• 27 January – Year 9 Parents’ Evening, 2.30-7.30pm  
• 28 January – A Level Art Coursework, 5Hr  
• 10 February – DofE Training Day for students and Parents information Evening, Years 10&12 
• 10 February – Year 13 Tudor Excursion to London (All Day)  
• 17 February – Year 10 Parents’ Evening, 5-7.30pm  
• 17 February – Wellbeing Day, P3, P4, P5 (Year 11’s)  
• 18 February – Term 3 Ends   

 

Thank you all for your support during 2021.  

Best wishes for the Christmas break and see you all in 2022. 

With kind regards  

 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 


