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16 November 2020  

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Update 

We now have several positive cases for Coronavirus within the community, in line with the number 

of cases that have risen in B&NES. This was always going to be inevitable, but we are all working 

together to minimise contact and protect one another.  

Over the weekend, further cases have been reported. The situation is as follows. 

Year 11, 12 and 13 are all self-isolating. There are 6 confirmed cases in these bubbles. These 

students are not in school and there has been no contact with other students. All these students 

will receive their lessons via Microsoft Teams and any students who develop symptoms will be 

required to isolate further. 

 

Return dates 

Year 11 & 13 will return to school on Friday 20 November 

Year 12 will return to school on Friday 27 November 

 

Staffing 

We also have several staff who are self-isolating to reduce the risk of transmission. They are 

teaching their lessons from home and are remotely joining the classroom to support learning as an 

extra precaution to reduce risk. This is adding a further strain to the teacher workload, but they are 

doing a terrific job transferring between electronic and the real world or teaching from home. 

Two further staff members have also tested positive this weekend. They have both followed strict 

guidelines within school hence as a result, only one student will now have to self-isolate. 

We are still managing to stay open and teach all the students either in the classroom or virtually, 

but as you can imagine this is quite disruptive for the staff. As always, the students have adapted 

quickly and carry on as normal. We are continuing to monitor and will support individuals who can 

find change difficult. (Please continue to let the school know if access to IT is a barrier to learning). 
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Scenarios 

Having several staff out of school self-isolating in addition to sickness at this time of year, it may 

become necessary to close a further year group until we have enough staff in school. Each class 

that is being taught remotely needs an additional supply teacher in the room and currently we 

are able to employ the correct numbers. Having three year groups self-isolating does make this 

possible at present but I am just giving advanced warning in case situations change. 

 

What we are finding difficult is being able to close a bubble within the school day. Sending 

students home is not something we want to do but may be necessary to minimise further contact. 

It is quite hard to contact everyone to make sure all students can go home safely. Instead we can 

pre-empt this. If you know your son/daughter cannot safely make their way home or be collected 

from school can you let us know by emailing enquiries@ralphallenschool.com We can then create 

a spreadsheet of pupils we need to keep in school in isolation and send others home. We would 

give you 45 minutes notice in order to arrange collection. Please make sure your son/daughter 

knows who to ring in this eventuality of being sent home early from school.  

 

All these scenarios are worst case but information prior to this would make it so much easier if 

required. Here’s hoping we never have to use it. 

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. I just wanted to keep you fully informed about 

what is happening in school and possible plans moving forward. Together we will support one 

another to keep students learning and staying in contact with each other to aid their wellbeing.  

 

With kind regards  

 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  
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