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Ralph Allen School 
 
 

Information for Parents 

September 2020 
 

School details 

Ralph Allen School  

Claverton Down Road  

Bath BA2 7AD 

Tel: 01225 832936 

Fax: 01225 832338 

   www.ralphallenschool.com 

 

Headteacher:  Mr Andy Greenhough BSc Hons 

Deputy Headteacher:  Mr John Chantry BA Hons 

Chief Executive Officer Palladian Academy Trust: Mr Tim Withers BA (Hons), MA  

 

 

If you have any queries regarding your child, please contact your child’s tutor in the first 

instance.  The website is the place to look for all up to date information. Subscribe to the school’s 

Twitter and Facebook for all the latest news and photographs. 

 

       @RalphAllenBath              Ralph Allen School 

 

The school office is staffed between 8am and 4.30pm Monday - Thursday, and 4pm on  

Fridays during term time. During the school holidays we open for key events such as revision 

sessions, targeted summer schools and examination results.   

 

 

Please note that throughout this booklet the term ‘parents’ is used to include parents and 

carers. 

  

http://www.ralphallenschool.com/
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This year, things are very different.  We 

have tried to give you as much information 

as possible in our usual format.   

 

However, much of the information is 

dependent on how schooling looks in 

September. 

 

Everything is subject to change at any 

point.  
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A letter from Mr Greenhough, Headteacher, to new students 
 

Dear Year 6 Pupil 

 

Welcome to Ralph Allen School 

 

I am writing to introduce myself to you, to welcome you to Ralph 

Allen School and congratulate you in accepting your place at 

our amazing school. 

 

I know what an important stage in your life coming to secondary 

school is, and I want you to feel welcomed by everyone at Ralph 

Allen School. It is an exciting time, but change can often bring 

uncertainties. For this reason we have planned a number of 

virtual events to support your transition including a virtual tour of 

the school. I think this is something we will use every year as you 

get the chance to replay, pause or fast-forward. It will feel a lot bigger than your primary school, 

but new students take between two and five days to know their way around. 

 

Normally by the time you get this letter the majority of you would have met Mr Forrester, our 

transition teacher.  Mr Forrester would have visited you at your primary school with some other 

staff from the school to find out more about you.  Although we have missed meeting you for now, 

Mr Forrester has spoken to most of your teachers already. 

 

My own daughter is just about to complete Year 9.  I think that having my own family helps me 

understand better how school feels for students, and also what we can do to make 

improvements. You will help us make a very good school into a great one.  

 

I am happy that you have been given the opportunity to return to your primary school and that 

the last weeks you spend in your primary school are ones to remember. It has certainly been 

different for all of us. Try to find the time to think about what that school and its people have 

meant to you, and also how you want to make the most of your new school.   

 

I would like to ask you to do as much reading as you can in the summer: it makes a big difference 

if you are a confident reader, and it’s fun – if you can find the right books.  Some recommended 

books from our students are: 

 

Asha and the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan 

Scarlet and Ivy by Sophie Cleverly (an ex Ralph Allen student!) 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

Finding the Fox series by Ali Sparkes 

 

These are just a few of the amazing books that are available to transport you to a different place. 

There is a quote you may have seen in the entrance to our library that says it all. 

 

“Books give a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to 

everything.”   Plato 

 

Year 7 is a good chance to stretch and grow. You will have many opportunities, meet staff and 

students, and will find by Christmas that you have changed a bit too. Although there might be 

some nerves about this new start, I know that you will share my excitement about September.  

 

That’s all for now. I look forward very much to getting to know you from September onwards. 

 

Mr Greenhough 

Headteacher 
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Essential Information 
 

Welcome to parents 
 

Welcome to Ralph Allen School. We are delighted that you have chosen our school for your 

child – congratulations on being allocated a place! We look forward to meeting you and 

welcoming you into our community.  We will have many opportunities to meet you during the 

next seven years of your child’s education and we are looking forward to developing a fruitful 

relationship. 

 

We very much value contact with parents. We believe that the school and parents working in 

partnership is fundamental to the chances of success for the student.  This partnership is shown 

in the Parent Circle (information below), opportunities for parents to discuss particular ‘hot issues’ 

with members of Leadership Team, and dedicated pages on the school website developed by 

parents.  Here you will find a Frequently Asked Questions section: many questions you are likely 

to have as new parents should be answered here.  See the Parents tab on the school website. 

 

Each year group has one parents’ evening a year.  This is a really valuable opportunity for 

parents to meet their children’s teachers and discuss their progress. 

 

Secondary school is a big step and it can feel almost as daunting for parents as for children. In 

fact, most of the children are far better prepared for the transition than we are!  

 

At Ralph Allen School, we're keen to welcome new parents and to build a sense of community 

amongst families with children at the school.  Here are three different ways you can find out 

more about the school, get to know other parents, and stay in the loop about parent-related 

activities and events. 

 

Parent Circle  

Parent Circle is a once termly opportunity for parents and carers from Ralph Allen School to 

meet and connect with each other. These meetings are run by volunteer parents from the 

school and are open to all school parents and carers. They provide an informal time and space 

where parents can find out more about school life by sharing their family's day to day 

experiences of being at Ralph Allen. 

 
The sessions run once a term at 6.30-8 pm in the Lee Sixth Form Centre, however, recent 

circumstances have meant that meetings have been held online. This has proved very 

successful, enabling many more parents to attend and making it feel more inclusive and 

accessible. The plan is that some meetings may continue online. During the sessions, there is 

often a predetermined school-related theme that parents can discuss sharing their own 

experiences and knowledge. Sometimes a member of the school staff is invited to attend and 

talk about a particular subject raised by parents.  Whilst the school may to consult with parents 

via Parent Circle on certain issues, the sessions are first and foremost a forum for parents to speak 

freely about their or their child's experiences of school.  There is always time and space for all 

parents to contribute and bring their own opinions and experiences.  
 

Meetings are attended by a wide variety of parents from many backgrounds. It is a pleasure 

and inspiration to realise how much parents and carers have in common and how helpful these 

meetings can be, it is always valuable to hear different peoples experiences. The aim of Parent 

Circle is to support parents who may be at different or similar stages of the same journey. The 

school are very supportive of Parent Circle as insights gained from the conversations at meetings 

can benefit the school by enabling ongoing development and enable better outcomes for the 

student. Notes from meetings always identify areas for celebration, learning for the group and 

learning for the school.  
To ensure the sustainability of Parent Circle please get involved.  If you are interested in 
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becoming part of the team please email parent.circle@ralphallenschool.com   
 

Ralph Allen School Association (RASA) 

RASA works to raise funds for the extras that make the school so special. The RASA events are a 

great opportunity to socialise and make friends with other parents. If you'd like to get involved, 

it's also a great way to jump straight into the school community and feel involved in the school 

from the inside.  

The Ralph Allen School Association (RASA) is our school parents’ association.  We meet roughly 

once a term (usually in the pub) and we organise social events for parents and students 

throughout the year. They are a great way to meet other parents, as well as a fun night out. Our 

events raise money to support the school with a variety of projects - new equipment, student 

prizes, teacher training, and much more. RASA meetings are informal get-togethers and 

everyone is welcome. If you'd like to join us at the next meeting, or find out about our upcoming 

events and activities, please email us at RASA@ralphallenschool.com. We look forward to 

meeting you – we’re a friendly bunch! 

 

We have parent reps for each year group, making it easier to connect with each other and 

find out what's going on at Ralph Allen. Becoming a parent rep is a great way to connect with 

parents in your year group, as well as the wider school community, from the day your child starts 

secondary school. We're hoping to find parent reps who'd enjoy creating friendly opportunities 

for parents to get together - an informal coffee/tea morning, an evening in the pub, or a stroll 

on the Bath Skyline after school drop off.  
If this sounds like you, please get in touch with RASA to find out more.  

 

Volunteering at Ralph Allen 

Are you interested in volunteering?  It is a great way to feel more engaged with what happens 

at school and spending some time on site gives you so much insight into how school works. If 

you would like to get more involved, you can volunteer with: 

 Ralph Allen School Association (RASA) who organise social and fundraising events 

through the year 

 RAS Annual Careers Information event 

 After school clubs  

 Become a Parent Rep for your child’s year group 

 RAS Volunteer Garden Group - run by parents who meet to garden in the Lee 6th Form 

Centre Garden at 10am the 1st Saturday of every month  

 Like our Facebook page @RASGardenGroup  or follow us on Twitter @RASGarden  

 Or there may be other ways you can support like volunteering on Reception or at school 

events.  

Information about the school 
 

For information please always look at the website first - www.ralphallenschool.com.  It is 

updated daily. You should be able to find the answers to most questions there.  Feedback 

about the website is welcome:  please email the Headteacher’s PA, Mrs Hannah Baker, 

h.baker@ralphallenschool.com, with any suggestions.   
 

Contacting the school 
 
You will be advised where to find direct email addresses for curriculum team leaders, heads of 

house and tutors. 

 

If you have any queries regarding your child, please contact your child’s tutor in the first 

instance.   

 

Please note that we are unable to deliver messages to students during the school day except in 

a real emergency. 

mailto:parent.circle@ralphallenschool.com
mailto:RASA@ralphallenschool.com
http://www.ralphallenschool.com/
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Please be aware that tutors are teachers who have full timetables and are teaching during the 

day.  Staff have a voicemail facility on their phones so if you phone and there is no response 

please leave a message. Staff will endeavour to respond to your query within 48 hours, but this 

may occasionally take longer.  

 

For other enquiries please email enquiries@ralphallenschool.com. This goes through to our Front 

of House Desk.  The enquiry will be forwarded to the relevant person.  Please put the subject 

matter or member of staff you wish to contact in the subject line on the email.   

 

During the year, your child’s tutor will discuss with your child his/her progress against prior 

attainment measures in all subjects. In addition, you will receive an annual report on your 

child’s progress in all subjects, and have the opportunity to discuss progress with your child’s 

teachers at a parent consultation evening, for which there is an online booking system.  

 

An extremely important aid to parent-school contact is the Student Planner. Each child is 

provided with one at the start of the academic year. Students must ensure that they have their 

planner in school every day and that it is looked after carefully. Please regularly check the 

planner. There is a section for parental enquiries to the tutor, but your child will need to show this 

to the tutor if you have an enquiry.  

 

Our regular communication to parents/carers ‘RAS News’ is emailed to all parents and uploaded 

to the website. This includes a wide range of school news and information. 

 

Contacts in school 
 

Please note that these details may change: see the website for the most up to date information. 

 

Executive Officer and Leadership Team 

Name Title Email address 

Mr Tim Withers Chief Executive Officer y.miles@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Andrew 

Greenhough 

Headteacher h.baker@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr John 

Chantry 

Deputy Headteacher & 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 

administration.officer@ralphallenschool.com 

Miss Sarah 

Hetenyi 

Assistant Headteacher s.hetenyi@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Richard 

Handley 

Assistant Headteacher r.handley@ralphallenschool.com 

Miss Jackie 

Haggett 

Assistant Headteacher; Head of 

Sixth Form 

sixthform@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Hannah 

Fleming 

Assistant Headteacher h.fleming@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Sarah 

Thompson 

School Business Manager s.thompson@ralphallenschool.com 

Communications and Finance Team 

Mrs Michelle 

Roberts 

Data and Administration 

Manager 

m.roberts@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Hannah 

Baker 

Headteacher’s PA h.baker@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Sofie Elkins Administration Officer administration.officer@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Katrina de 

Beer 

Finance Officer and 

Educational Visits Administrator 

k.debeer@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Caroline 

Neale 

Human Resources Officer c.neale@ralphallenschool.com 

mailto:enquiries@ralphallenschool.com
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Mrs Mel 

McCluskey & 

Miss Alexa 

Denes 

School Receptionists reception@ralphallenschool.com 

Curriculum Team Leaders (from September 2020) 

Mrs Anna Lundy  Art and Photography  a.lundy@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Aziz Torofdar Computing and ICT a.torofdar@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Dominic 

Pridham 

Design Technology d.pridham@ralphallenschool.com 

Ms Laura Hobbs Drama l.hobbs@ralphallenschool.com 

Ms Carol Smith English c.smith@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Steve Paisley Geography s.paisley@ralphallenschool.com 

Ms Jessica 

Walker 

History  j.walker@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Conor 

McKenna 

Mathematics c.mckenna@ralphallenschool.com 

Miss Caroline 

Sans 

Modern Foreign Languages c.sans@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Karen 

Randall 

Music & Music Tech k.randall@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Paul Davis Physical Education p.davis@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr Joel Mellor PSP Education j.mellor@ralphallenschool.com 

Miss Amy 

Tytherleigh 

Science a.tytherleigh@ralphallenschool.com 

Pastoral Team:  Heads of House (from September 2020) 

Mrs Claire O’Leary c.oleary@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Hannah Reynolds h.reynolds@ralphallenschool.com 

Miss Sophie Hunt s.hunt@ralphallenschool.com 

Mr James Forrester j.forrester@ralphallenschool.com 

Student Services, Attendance 

Mrs Suzanne 

Bessell 

Student Services Manager s.bessell@ralphallenschool.com  

Mrs Donna Wiles Attendance Officer d.wiles@ralphallenschool.com  

Mrs Sharon 

Honeyman 

Student Services keyworker s.honeyman@ralphallenschool.com 

Inclusion – Additional Educational Needs 

Mrs Sarah Todd Head of Inclusion inclusion@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Ali 

Witcombe 

AEN Department Assistant 

Manager 

a.witcombe@ralphallenschool.com 

Learning Resource Centre Manager 

Ms Candy 

Harrison 

(Mon-Weds) c.harrison@ralphallenschool.com 

Mrs Lizzie 

Guillebaud 

(Thurs-Fri) e.guillebaud@ralphallenschool.com  

 

  

mailto:a.lundy@ralphallenschool.com
mailto:s.bessell@ralphallenschool.com
mailto:d.wiles@ralphallenschool.com
mailto:inclusion@ralphallenschool.com
mailto:c.harrison@ralphallenschool.com
mailto:j.fairburn@ralphallenschool.com
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Term dates 2020-21 
 

Please note that Ralph Allen School dates may be different to the published B&NES 

calendar. Always check the Ralph Allen website for dates first.  This is where we will also advise 

of early school closures. 

 

TERM 1  

Start: Tuesday 1 September 2020  

Please note: Tuesday 1 September is INSET day 1 for all staff, Wednesday 2 September - only for 

Year 7 students and Year 12 students. Thursday 3 September is return to school for ALL students. 

Finish: Friday 23 October 2020 

 

TERM 2  

Start: Monday 2 November 2020  

Finish: Friday 18 December 2020 

 

TERM 3  

Start: Monday 4 January 2021  

Finish: Friday 12 February 2021 

 

TERM 4  

Start: Monday 22 February 2021  

Finish: Thursday 1 April 2021(Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday) 

 

TERM 5  

Start: Monday 19 April 2021  

Finish: Friday 28 May 2021 (Monday 3 May 2021 Bank Holiday) 

 

TERM 6  

Start: Monday 7 June 2021  

Finish: Wednesday 21 July 2021 

 

As soon as 2021-22 dates are available they will be published on the website. 

 

INSET Days 2020-21 

 

There will be six Inset days during 2020-21 

INSET Day 1- Tuesday 1 September 2020  

INSET Day 2 - Friday 25 September 2020  

INSET Day 3 - Friday 13 November 2020 

INSET Day 4 – Monday 16 November 2020  

INSET Day 5 – Monday 4 January 2021 

INSET Day 6 – Friday 5 March 2021 
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Times of the school day 
 

Activity Time Notes 

TUTOR 

PERIOD/ASSEMBLIES 

8.40-9.05am  

LESSON ONE 9.05-10.05am All lessons are one hour long with the exception of 

Lesson 5 which has an additional five minutes in 

order to take the afternoon register. 

LESSON TWO 10.05-11.05am All lessons are one hour long with the exception of 

Lesson 5 which has an additional five minutes in 

order to take the afternoon register. 

BREAK 11.05-11.30am   

LESSON THREE 11.30am-

12.30pm  

All lessons are one hour long with the exception of 

Lesson 5 which has an additional five minutes in 

order to take the afternoon register. 

LESSON FOUR 

 

LUNCH 

12.30-2.10pm  Lunchtime activities with students; although clubs 

and practices are primarily after school on days 

designated – see below.  All lessons take a 40 minute 

break in their lesson at a suitable pre-arranged time, 

with every effort made to ensure that year groups 

take breaks simultaneously. 

LESSON FIVE &  

PM registration in 

lesson 

2.10-3.15pm All lessons are one hour long with the exception of 

Lesson 5 which has an additional five minutes in 

order to take the afternoon register. 

AFTER SCHOOL (This is our usual offer – all clubs offered this year will be subject to 

Covid-19 restrictions) 

Monday:  

scheduled meetings for 

staff 

Tuesday:  

Co-curricular 

offer: clubs, 

practices & 

student activities 

Wednesday:  

Co-curricular 

offer: clubs, 

practices  

& student 

activities 

Thursday:  

Parents’ 

evenings, 

working parties 

& voluntary 

CPD offer  

Friday:  

Co-curricular 

offer: clubs, 

practices & 

student 

activities 

 

 
 

Wednesday 2 September 2020  
This is the proposed date for the first day at school for year 7s.  This is subject to 

Covid-19 restrictions. 
 

Administrative details such as giving out the timetable and other important notices will be 

dealt with by the child’s tutor.  This key member of staff will answer any questions your child 

has.  The school has vertical tutor groups which consist of approximately five students from 

each of the years 7-11. 
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General information 

(in alphabetical order) 

 

Assessment and reporting 

Progress Reports 

You may be aware from primary education that the Government scrapped National Curriculum 

Levels about 3 years ago. This was a big change for education as levels have played a major 

part in the recording of progress, but it is one we welcomed as the use of levels brought about 

various issues, including students being labelled and also becoming too focused on the level 

and not on the learning. At Ralph Allen we researched and visited other schools to find the best 

way to assess student learning without the levels.  Our format is based on Bloom’s Taxonomy 

starting with remembering, understanding and then application through to creativity and 

evaluation.  Each subject has broken down the fundamental building blocks of knowledge and 

skills required to progress in their area.  This system is used throughout Years 7 - 9. 

 

Each year you will receive, via Insight, a Progress Report which focuses on your child's learning 

development and shows their progress. As the year goes on we hope that these reports 

provide an appropriate ‘snapshot’ to enable you to see their development as an on-going 

and progressive journey. The first report will consist of information on current performance, effort, 

behaviour and homework and the second will be a full written report. 

 

Teaching and Learning/Vertical tutor groups 

The school has a single daily tutorial period which allows for a wide range of tutor activities and 

provides good opportunities for student support and mentoring.  

 

 

Attendance, punctuality and supporting your child at 

school 

Our vision: Students wanting to be here on time and all of the time. 

 

Attendance has a direct and significant impact on student performance and attainment. We 

are committed to the personal development and wellbeing of all our students; consequently 

we encourage, support and motivate all students to make their attendance record as good as 

it possibly can be. Punctuality is also vital, especially as school starts promptly at 8.40am. We 

expect all students to arrive by 8.30am every morning, in order for them to be able to make a 

prompt start to the day. 

 

Attendance and punctuality are monitored and scrutinised on a daily basis. All parents and 

students can review their attendance % figures on Insight. This data shows the student’s 

current attendance %; the target for all students to achieve is a minimum of 96% by the end 

of the academic year. Students with poor attendance are followed up by Tutors, Student 

Services and Heads of House. If students have an attendance record that is causing concern 

they may well be placed onto the school’s Attendance Levels System (1-4). Details of this 

system can be found in Student Planners and on the school’s website. Students who arrive 

late to school may well be required to complete detentions, and in some cases to make up the 

time that has been missed at the end of that day. 

 

If your  chi ld  is  away from school, the parent must phone the school on the first day and 

keep the school informed of any subsequent absences. Please telephone 01225 832936 and 

select Option 1 to report these details. 
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If you do not contact the school, parents must anticipate receiving a First Day Calling telephone 

call that morning from our attendance team to check on your child’s whereabouts. This not 

only helps prevent unauthorised absences but also is part of our safeguarding practice. 

 

Students must bring a letter, or alternatively parents must write a note in the student’s Planner 

every time your child is away from school. On the day of return students should hand this in either 

to their tutor or into the Student Services reception. 

 

Parents should not take family holidays in term time. The school will not authorise such absence 

on the grounds of cost or convenience. Parents must be aware that if students do take 

unauthorised time off during school time it is the school’s policy to invoke a penalty notice 

charge in some circumstances. If requests for leave of absence have to be made for other 

reasons, then these should be made on a ‘Leave of Absence Request Form’, available from 

either their tutor or the school website. These will subsequently be considered and replied to 

through the Attendance Officer. 

 

Supporting your child at school 

 

A very effective way of ensuring your child meets their academic targets at school is to help 

them secure very strong patterns of attendance and punctuality. There is an irrefutable link 

between attendance and achievement.  Parents should:   

 

 Encourage your child to attend regularly. Make doctor/dentist appointments outside 

school hours or in school holidays. Insist your child aims for 100% attendance. 

 Contact the tutor or Head/Assistant Head of House if you have any concerns.  

 Insist that your child is punctual and arrives at school ideally by 8.30 but certainly 

before 8.35 am.   

 Remind them of our shared expectations from the Home/School Agreement (see 

relevant section in this booklet). 

 Check your child has the right equipment for the day before they set off for school e.g. 

pens, pencil, ruler, and calculator. 

 Take an interest in your child’s work by asking to see their books and signing to indicate 

you have seen them. 

 If you wish to communicate with a tutor please write in the Planner and ask your 

son/daughter to bring it to the tutor’s attention. 

 Insist that your child works hard – listening and following instructions. 

 Support them by attending the parents’ evenings.   

 Go through the ‘Ralph Allen Way’ (in the Planner) with your son/daughter to help 

support and guide them.  

 Engage with the school as much as possible, for example by attending the termly Parent 

Circle meetings. 

 Read the fortnightly RAS News and regularly look at the school website to keep up to 

date.  Subscribe to the school’s Twitter and Facebook pages – twitter:  @RalphAllenBath; 

Facebook Ralph Allen School. 

 

 

Contact details, phone numbers and email address 
 
Please supply your contact details, phone number and email address (requested on the Data 

Collection sheet), and update Insight with any changes.  We email the RAS News and other key 

communications such as school closure during heavy snow or student specific information.   

 

The school uses Insight for you to update your contact details, as well as for sharing your child’s 

behaviour points, attendance and reports. You will receive a login for this later in September 

which will give you access to view and amend your details. If you would prefer to contact the 

school in the usual ways please email datateam@ralphallenschool.com or call the data office. 

 

mailto:datateam@ralphallenschool.com
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Curriculum 
 
At RAS we aim to have a curriculum which: 

1. Is rich, varied and deep as well as being relevant to young people; the curriculum will be 

made up of both substantive (the content of a subject) as well as the disciplinary (the 

analysis, evaluation) elements. 

2. Promotes independence: it produces students who take responsibility for their own 

learning, understand the ways in which they learn best and the importance of attending 

to their own wellbeing, as well as that of others; it will develop the desire to keep learning 

after leaving school. 

3. Meets the needs of all learners with a suitable degree of challenge for all and without 

labelling learners. 

4. Develops the following characteristics – ambition (to achieve a personal best), 

responsibility (for own actions), respect (of other people), the ability to question (not take 

things at face value), determination (in the face of apparent failure), resilience (to keep 

going in the face of challenges). 

5. Creates exciting opportunities/pathways for students by giving them the knowledge and 

understanding they need to be global citizens & by preparing them for living in a fast 

changing (digital) world – giving them transferrable skills such as problem solving, team 

working, organisational and communication skills etc. 

 

 

How we organise student learning  

 

This is organised around Curriculum Areas – subjects - which are listed below.  

1.    English 

2.    Maths 

3.    Science 

4.    Art and Photography 

5.    Computer Science 

6.    Design Technology 

7.    Drama 

8.    Geography 

9.    History 

10.  Modern Foreign Languages 

11.  Music 

12.  Philosophy and Social Sciences 

13.  Physical Education 

 

The various Curriculum Areas – subjects – are taught by teachers who are grouped into 

Curriculum Teams. We also have, at the heart of the school, a thriving Learning Support 

department which supports students with additional educational needs in myriad ways 

enabling them to access the curriculum as best as possible. 

 

In addition to the taught curriculum we also regard our extra-curricular programme and also 

the school values of personal best, respect and teamwork as part of our curriculum offer to 

students.  

  
Ralph Allen School is a ‘learning organisation’ for all. Everyone at Ralph Allen, be they staff or 

student, is considered to be a learner. Very importantly, we regard learning not only as the 

transfer of knowledge, but as a complex process where students have to learn to learn and be 

inspired to learn. Teachers have a crucial role to play in inspiring learners, but we also recognise 

that inspiration comes also from other sources - including family and friends. Our aim is to bring 

about inspirational learning opportunities which meet the needs of all students to enable them 

not only to do well in public examinations but also to prepare them for their future lives.   

John Chantry, Deputy Headteacher; responsible for the Ralph Allen School Curriculum 
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Curriculum Enrichment Years 7-9 

Curricular enrichment 

For one lesson a fortnight, Year 7 students will get the opportunity to choose an activity not 

normally offered on the school curriculum as part of the Wednesday Windows programme. This 

programme includes activities ranging from Archery to Zumba and ensures that all our students 

take part in enrichment activities. The programme will be introduced in September after which 

the school year is divided into three blocks with students choosing a different activity for each 

one. All the activities are free of charge and take place at Ralph Allen. 

Extra-curricular activities (subject to Covid-19 restrictions) 

 

Ralph Allen School offers a wide and varied range of activities. Some take place at 

lunchtime, but others take place after school and occasionally at weekends. Their success is 

due to the enthusiasm and commitment of staff and students and the co-operation of many 

parents. 

 

Activities on offer change during the year but the following activities have been offered this 

year: art club, athletics, badminton, basketball, chamber choir, choir, Christian Union, computer 

club, dance club, drama club, Duke of Edinburgh Award, gardening club, gymnastics, hockey, 

library club, netball, rounders, rugby, soccer, tennis, robotics club, rock school and yoga.  

 

 

Digital/video images 
 
The use of digital/video images plays an important part in learning activities. Students and 

members of staff may use digital cameras to record evidence of activities in lessons and out of 

school. These images may then be used in presentations in subsequent lessons. 

 

Images may also be used to celebrate success through their publication in newsletters, on the 

school website and occasionally in the public media. It is necessary to have permission for these 

images to be taken and used (GDPR). As a school we will ensure that when images are 

published the young people cannot be identified by the use of their full names. 

 

You will have been asked about photograph permissions on the Data Collection Form.  You can 

also view the Photograph Policy on the school website. 

 
 

Emergencies 
 

Please ensure you provide the school with a telephone number where a parent may be 

contacted should a child become seriously ill or have an accident. The hospital may refuse to 

treat a child without parental consent. It is also the responsibility of the parent to arrange 

transport home from the hospital. 

 

Emergency telephone numbers are collected at the beginning of term 1, but it is vital they 

should be updated if changes are made. This may be done by informing either the tutor or the 

data office – datateam@ralphallenschool.com  or by updating Insight.  Please ensure we have 

at least two contacts. 

 

  

mailto:datateam@ralphallenschool.com
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Food and drink 
 

Ralph Allen food is fabulous!  We offer a brilliant 

breakfast club service from 8.15am in the Snack 

Shack in the quad, breaktime service in the 

dining hall and Snack Shack, and at lunchtime 

food is served in the school hall and from the 

Snack Shack.  Students will find a wide range of 

delicious freshly-cooked food on offer. 

 

We have three lunchtime sittings daily which 

means that there will be plenty of capacity in 

the new dining hall for everyone to sit down and 

eat lunch with their friends, and queues are 

small.   

We would love all our students to eat school 

lunches every day.  A well fuelled child can learn well!  Good food improves health and 

wellbeing, and school lunches provide excellent value for money.  Price and quality go hand in 

hand at Ralph Allen, where healthy eating and sustainability are real priorities.  Nutritionally a 

school dinner beats packed lunches hands down.  The school follows the Children’s Food Trust 

healthy eating policies, which means wholemeal dishes, fresh fruit and salads are available 

daily.  We have recently introduced vegan dishes, following a request from students. Vegetarian 

and vegan meals are available daily and are indicated by signs. 

Breakfast club includes cereal, toast and bacon sandwiches with hot drinks.  Prices start at 30p! 

Breaktime service includes homemade pizza, sandwiches, cakes, savoury products, fresh coffee, 

tea and hot chocolate.  Tuck from 30p. 

The delicious and varied lunchtime menus are shown on the website. Wednesday is ‘roast of the 

week’, and on Friday special promotions include Chinese or Indian meals, or stir fry. 

The wide range of freshly-cooked food each day is priced very reasonably.  Where else in Bath 

can you get a two-course meal for £2.60?  A cup of coffee on the high street could well cost you 

more than that!  Compare our prices with those in well-known sandwich retailers and 

supermarkets - we are very competitive!  A Subway lunch for example costs £3. 

 

Should your child have any special dietary needs the catering department will be pleased to 

help: please advise Mrs Ovens, Catering Manager, 01225 838012, or 

catering@ralphallenschool.com 

 

Supplies are locally sourced wherever possible. All the school’s food suppliers have rigorous 

testing in place (except those companies where products are supplied by their own butchers so 

this is not necessary).  

 

Typical menu range and prices 

Roast chicken or vegetable loaf with roast potatoes, green beans, 

gravy + Steamed chocolate pudding and custard, or a drink  

£2.60 

Sandwiches or wraps – various fillings £2.20 

Fresh or dried fruit £0.70 

Filled jacket potatoes – various fillings £2.20 

Spaghetti bolognaise with green salad £2.20 

Water is always available on the dining tables 
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Any further queries? 

If you have any queries please contact Mrs Debbie Ovens, Catering Manager, at Ralph Allen 

School on 01225 838012 or email: catering@ralphallenschool.com 

 

Lunch rotation for students 

 

Terms 1-4 

First lunch 7 & 10 

Middle lunch 9 

Later lunch 8, 11, 12 & 13  

Terms 5 & 6 

First lunch 8 & 11  

Middle lunch 9 

Later lunch 7, 10, 12 & 13 

 
 

Free school meals 
 

If your child is already registered with B&NES for free school meals then this will automatically 

transfer with your child. If you live in, or are moving from, a different local authority then please 

contact the free school meals team on the number below to let them know.  

 

Please register for Free School Meals Eligible by Benefit (EBB) if you are in receipt of qualifying 

benefits as registration will attract additional funding for your child’s school for Pupil Premium. 

 

Please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-
provision-settings for more information about Pupil Premium Funding for schools. 

 

You can register your entitlement for Free School Meals if you have children who attend Ralph 

Allen School and receive the following benefits:              

 Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than 

£7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)  

 Income Support     

 Income-Based Jobseekers Allowance 

 Income Related Employment Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit (WITHOUT Working Tax Credit) and have and annual household income 

(as assessed by HMRC) below £16,190 

 Run-on Working Tax Credit which is only paid for 4 weeks after you STOP qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit 

 The Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit 

 Support under PartV1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 

To register for Free School Meals  

 Call 01225 394317 to make a telephone registration. They are a small team, so if they do 

not pick up, please leave them a message; they always respond.  

 Complete a registration form at your School or Academy or Council Connect offices at 

the Guildhall in Bath, The Civic Centre in Keynsham, and The Hollies in Midsomer Norton.  

Using the web link , https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/schools-colleges-and-

learning/school-meals-and-catering/free-school-meals download and complete the 

registration form  and email it back to freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk 

 Complete the Free School Meals Registration and post it to: Free School Meals Team, 

People and Communities Finance, Lewis House, Manvers Street, Bath, BA1 1JG. 

 

What happens next? 

mailto:catering@ralphallenschool.com
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/schools-colleges-and-learning/school-meals-and-catering/free-school-meals
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/schools-colleges-and-learning/school-meals-and-catering/free-school-meals
mailto:freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Schools-and-Learning/SchoolMealsandCatering/fsm14a_application_form_finalv1.0.pdf
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The Local Authority will check your eligibility to qualifying benefits on your behalf using the DFE 

Online Free School Meal Checking Service. Your National Insurance or National Asylum Seeker 

Support Number and Date of Birth will be required to do this.   They then will inform you and 

the school of your child(s) entitlement to free school meals, or alternatively whether your 

registration has been rejected and if so, on what grounds. 

 

What happens if my circumstances change? 

Please inform the Free School Meal team:  

 If an additional child is starting school. 

 If you move house (please also tell the school. 

  

 

Home-School agreement 
 
We wish to foster and encourage self-discipline within the school community. The ‘Ralph Allen 

Way’ is a code which we expect all students to follow. The school’s expectations of its students 

are printed in the student’s planner. These will be explained clearly in the first few days of the 

new school year. The Home school agreement sets out the basic expectations of students, 

parents and the school in every area.    

  
 

Ralph Allen will: 

Encourage students to attend school 

Contact parents if child is absent 

Insist that students wears uniform at all 

times 

Listen to problems and give help 

Reward students if they are good 

Provide a Planner for organisation 

Hold parents’ evenings 

Send newsletters home 

Tell parents and students about extra-

curricular clubs 

Put all relevant information on the 

website regularly 

Students will: 

Be on time to lessons 

Bring in the equipment that you need 

Always wear school uniform 

Work to your best ability 

Do homework and hand it in on time 

Follow the ICT rules 

Talk to a teacher or tutor about any troubles 

Behave well 

Use your planner to help you learn 

Talk through issues from parents’ evening 

Take all letters home and show them to your 

parents 

Join clubs 

Take responsibility for any valuables brought to 

school at your own risk 

Parents will: 

Call the school when student is absent 

Make sure the student is wearing the school uniform 

Provide the student with the equipment they need 

Support and take interest in your child 

Tell the school of problems at home which may affect your child’s work 

Encourage your child to behave well at school, as described 

Regularly read and sign your child’s planner 

Go to parents’ evenings to know about your child’s progress 

Read and reply to letters if necessary 

Support your child in extra-curricular activities 

Talk to your child about school 

Support and cooperate with the school disciplinary procedures 

Regularly look at the school’s website/read the RAS News for information about the school  
 
 

  



18 

 

Home Learning 
 

Home learning is set on a regular basis to support the work done in school and to help students 

develop independent learning skills. Every subject has its own approach to home learning and this 

is an area that we constantly review. Students will be given a Planner, in which homework 

should be recorded. It will also be available on Insight. Students will have two or three days 

minimum to complete home learning tasks and in some cases, students will have a booklet of 

tasks to complete over several weeks. Success with home learning involves parental support. 

We ask you to look at Insight o r  the Planner regularly so that you are aware of the tasks 

being set and the amount of time spent that  shou ld  be  spent  on  t hem . Home learning 

tasks can vary: sometimes students will be asked to do project style work over a period of time; 

at other times they will be asked to practice skills learnt in class or undertake research in readiness 

for the next lesson. For research tasks, students will be directed to specific websites wherever 

possible. 
 

There are many ways parents can help with home learning: encouragement and support, 

providing a suitable environment for study, checking presentation, handwriting and spelling, 

testing what has been set to be learnt, listening to reading or written work, asking for 

explanations of what has been studied. 

 

Help with home learning is also available in school via home learning clubs at lunchtime, or by 

visiting one of the Ralph Allen Community Hubs (subject to Covid-19 restrictions). If students are 

experiencing difficulties or anxieties with home learning, they should tell their tutor who can then 

pass the message back to the member of staff who set the task.  

 

ICT Acceptable Use Policy and E-Safety 
 

The full policy is in every student planner but the following are two key aspects we would like new 

students and parents to know from the outset: - 

 

Bringing smart phones to school 

 Students are allowed to bring a smart phone to school for use on the way to and from 

school and at the end of the school day to make arrangements. However they can cause 

significant issues. In particular the taking of photographs or film is absolutely forbidden during 

the school day. If students do bring a mobile device to school the school can accept no 

responsibility for its loss or damage. During the school day, including before school when 

students first arrive at school and before the school day has begun, students must turn their 

phones off and keep them away in a bag or pocket. If mobile phones are seen, they will be 

confiscated by staff. If this has happened more than once in one term, the student 

concerned will have to hand in their phone on arrival at school for 5 consecutive days. 

Failure by a student to hand over a phone that has been confiscated is an extremely serious 

matter and will be dealt with as such. 

 If students engage in activities to circumvent the school’s ICT security systems, this will be 

construed as a form of computer hacking, which is against the school’s ICT policy and 

students who do this should anticipate having their user rights to the school’s network 

withdrawn for a period of time. 

 

Parents responsibilities regarding e-safety 

Parents are asked to support this policy in the following three ways: -  

1. Ensuring that students usage of screens and the internet is not excessive; the 

Government has recently issued advice for parents on this which covers areas of 

concern such as ensuring that students are getting sufficient sleep, that screens are not 

being used just before bed-time or at meal times.  

2. Parents are asked to actively monitor their children’s use of electronic devices  (the 

school can provide parents with specific information, advice and guidance about how 

this can be done if parents request it). 
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3. Making sure that students are only accessing platforms or content which is ‘age 

appropriate’. 

Parents have the specific responsibility to ensure that their daughter/son is not engaging in 

cyber bullying or making unsafe arrangements to meet in person people they have messaged 

on the internet. 

 

Lockers 
 
The school normally operates a system for students in Year 7 to have the use of a locker when 

they join the school, if they would like to.  Due to current restrictions, we will review this in due 

course and let you know when the lockers become available.  Once this is the case, the 

following process applies. 

 

Students need to provide their own padlock and key for the locker.  Recommended mm size 

for the padlock: 30mm. At the completion of the hire period we will ask for the lockers to be 

emptied and padlocks removed at the end of term 6, with the locker in good order.  

  

Payment can be made via your account on our online payment system at the beginning of the 

academic year but if you do not purchase a locker at this time and then subsequently change 

your mind, you will need to contact Student Services to ask about availability. Payments at this 

later time should be made online. 

 

Medical care 
 
It is essential that the school is fully informed of any medical conditions your child has, so that 

staff can be made aware as necessary. If the situation changes at any time, please keep your 

child’s Tutor or Head of House updated.  

If your child is unwell please do not send them to school. We do not have the facilities to look 

after them. If in doubt it is better to keep them home and to notify the school so this is a 

planned absence. For all absences please phone 01225 832936 x 250. 

 

Some school staff are trained in first aid in case of accidents or emergencies. The school 

has a dedicated first aid room which is used on a daily basis for student medical and first aid 

needs. Parents are contacted when children are, in the school’s opinion, sufficiently ill to need 

to return home or when emergencies arise. There is no school nurse permanently on site and 

therefore the school is not qualified to give medical opinions. 

 

To help ensure the wellbeing of our students, a qualified school nurse is available every 

Monday lunchtime for any student who may wish to discuss confidential personal matters. 

She can be contacted via your son or daughter’s tutor or directly on 07515 191905. 

 

Music Tuition 
 

In addition to the standard music curriculum we usually offer musical instrument and vocal 

lessons, delivered by teachers from the B&NES Music Service.  We usually have teachers visiting 

the school.  During the Covid-19 closures, B&NES have been offering online lessons – we do not 

know yet how their provision will look in September.  They teach the following instruments but if 

you would like your son/daughter to have lessons on an instrument not listed please contact 

the music service. 
 

Piano Violin/Viola Cello Double Bass Flute Saxophone 

Clarinet Oboe Bassoon  Brass (trumpet, trombone etc.) 

Guitar (acoustic, electric, bass) Voice Drum Kit  
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Music lessons are provided direct by the B&NES Music Service. To reserve a place for your 

son/daughter for September please contact the Music Service directly.  The following 

information is subject to Covid-19 restrictions. 

 

Music Service direct invoicing 

 

 Parents should email the Music Service at music@bathnes.gov.uk to register or visit 

banesmusiconline.co.uk. You will then be sent a link to an online application form. If you 

do not have internet or email access then please call the Music Service office on 01225 

395388. 

 Lesson fees  from September 2020 are as follows: 

• Individual 30’ £165 per term for 10 lessons 

• Individual 15’ £80 per term for 10 lessons 

• Shared 30’  £80 per term for 10 lessons 

• Shared 20’  £60 per term for 10 lessons 

• Group 30’  £60 per term for 10 lessons 
 

 Lessons are subject to availability. Shared and group 

lessons are dependent upon the suitability of pupils being 

of a compatible standard. Individual 15 minute lessons are 

really only suitable for beginners or those in their first years 

of tuition. 

 Special rates will be available for beginners in group 

lessons. 

 Prices compare extremely favourably with other outside 

providers.  

 The Music Service will adopt a remission scheme towards costs for pupils eligible for Free 

School Meals.  Please inform the Music Service if your son/daughter is eligible for Free 

School Meals.  If you still need help with covering the cost of tuition application can be 

made for further support from the school (please contact Karen Randall, Head of Music, 

for further information). 

 The Music Service can supply instruments (where available) at a low cost rental from £20 

per term and free for pupils on FSM. 

 Terms and conditions are available from the Music Service and will be clear and simple 

with different payment options available. 
 

Once you have booked the lessons with the Music Service they will contact the school and we 

will timetable the tuition for your son/daughter. Please be aware of the following with regard 

to timetabling: 
 

 Timetables are structured on a rotation system so that students do not miss the same 

curriculum lessons each week.   

 Every timetable is on display in the Music Department and students should check their time 

on the day of their lesson. 

 Due to the popularity of certain instrumental/vocal lessons some tuition will have to take 

place in break/lunchtime or after school; this is also structured on a rotation system. 

  

Any queries regarding any of the above information should be referred to Mrs Karen Randall, 

Head of Music and Music Technology, k.randall@ralphallenschool.com   

Also see:   

https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/schools-colleges-and-learning/governors-teaching-

professionals/music-service 

 

 

Photographs 
  

School photographs are usually taken of all Year 7 students during the first week of term.  

Photograph packs will be sent home so parents can order the photographs online from the 

mailto:music@bathnes.gov.uk
mailto:k.randall@ralphallenschool.com
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/schools-colleges-and-learning/governors-teaching-professionals/music-service
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/schools-colleges-and-learning/governors-teaching-professionals/music-service
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photograph company if you would like to.  The photographs are also used internally for the 

school student record.  Photographs are taken again when students reach Year 10, and also at 

the start of Year 12. 

 

Ralph Allen Way 
 
This is our school system for managing students’ behaviour. It refers to three key expectations 

the school has of students within the school and wider community. These are also our school 

values so they are our DNA of everything we do at Ralph Allen School. 
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Reading at Ralph Allen School 
 

Encouraging Reading 

 

Ralph Allen is very much a ‘reading school’ and you will find students reading in corridors before 

school and at break times and lunchtimes around the site and, of course, in the library.  As part 

of our reading culture we also have initiatives to support and enthuse student reading in school. 

 

Sometimes it can be hard to find the next book that you want to read or one to recommend to 

your son or daughter. We have worked with students and staff to create a list of more than 250 

titles to give students a reading ‘leg up’.  All of the books that you will find in your son/daughter’s 

planner have been scrutinised by students 

in library lessons and in discussion groups 

with staff; the list that has emerged is an 

inclusive book list that aims to satisfy and 

excite the demands of readers across our 

whole school community.  We have listed 

them by title since this is the way that lots 

of recommendations are passed on 

between readers.  Almost all of the books 

listed are available in our wonderful library.  

Encourage you son/daughter to read 

books from the list and tick off titles that 

they have read.  There is space for them 

to add their own choices too. 

 

However, one thing to bear in mind is that since this list is intended for use across the school 

some titles may not yet be appropriate for your son/daughter in terms of content.  We have 

flagged books with adult themes or content and advise you to check titles you are unsure of.   

 

 

Taught timetabled library lessons 

 

Students will also have a fortnightly timetabled reading lesson which will help to develop and 

foster a love of reading through an exploration of the many different story genres and formats 

and author styles. 

 

Extra-curricular Activities in the Library 

 

Year 7 Book Club 

If you belong to a book club yourself, you will know that the pleasure of reading is multiplied 

when we share our ideas, explore differences of opinion and find common interests. From 

September, there will be an after-school book club every Thursday in the library especially for 

Year 7. Apart from enjoying books, games and snacks together, I hope it will help students to 

build friendships and encourage them through the transition to Ralph Allen. 

 

Library Club - open to students from all years 

 

We welcome students from all years to the weekly Library Club, Mondays 3.15-4.15pm.  In terms 

1, 2 and 3 the focus is on reading through and discussing a short list of five or six recently 

published teen novels. This short list is compiled from suggestions put forward by students and 

librarians from the local secondary schools who, like Ralph Allen, participate in a local book 

award called The Centurion Award. 

 

This shortlist often includes books from a wide range of genres.  Dystopian, mystery, adventure, 

historical, romance, humour and thriller stories all featured in last year’s list.  Readers then award 

marks out of ten to the books they have read and gradually a front runner emerges.  
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Participating schools then pool their results and an overall winner is declared. 

 

An annual award ceremony is held to celebrate the winning title and to honour the successful 

author. The Centurion Book Award ceremony takes place during term 4 and is hosted by a 

different school each year. The ceremony may include a presentation by a visiting author, a 

book signing or some impromptu theatre and it is always good fun. 

Other Library Club activities may include playing book related games such as 'Guess the author' 

or book character 'Who am I?'  Library Club may pool ideas for new library stock or we may 

create a library treasure hunt.  The options are many and varied - please encourage your 

son/daughter to come along and find out if it is for them! 

 

Rewards 
 

At Ralph Allen we appreciate the importance that rewards and praise play in the lives of 

students. We are building on the success of previous years and are now using House Points to 

recognise the achievements of students. Students will receive rewards in association with their 

House Points as they reach various milestones. 
 

 

School Council and student voice 
 
Ralph Allen School Council allows student voice and leadership to flourish, and contributes 

significantly to the development of the school.  Our senior students lead the council.  Members 

of the school’s student and staff leadership teams attend to support.  The council also has a 

number of sub-committees which enable students to involve themselves in areas of their 

personal interests and work in a more detailed way to improve our school and the 

opportunities offered to students.   

 

The council itself meets regularly and is open for all students to attend and be involved. The 

views of the students are valued greatly.  Discussion in the last year has encompassed the 

values and vision of Ralph Allen, the naming of a new teaching block, our new school 

development priorities, and student concerns on issues affecting them.   

 

Students have been provided with the support needed to enable them to put forward and take 

on their own projects and visions, which has resulted in many successes. In the past year students 

involved in the School Council have founded a newspaper which is distributed throughout the 

school, which has been a great outlet for humorous and informative new writing.   

 

A number of students have been looking into improving the recycling at Ralph Allen, 

comparing the best practice seen in Bath in order to improve our environmental footprint.  

Green shoots in every sense.  Our School Council is not just a place to talk; it is a place to do.  

 

Senior students for 2020-21 are Arthur Bown-Mazzoni and Ella Maughan. 

 

School payments 
 
Ralph Allen School is a cashless school.  We use a biometric system for purchasing school 

breakfast, break-time food and lunches. This is simple to use, quick and effective. We would 

encourage all parents to use the system for buying their children’s food. All Year 7 students will 

have a biometric finger or thumb scan on their first day in September. Please read the Biometrics 

Policy on the school website.  If you choose not to consent, your child will be given a five-digit 

PIN as an alternative.    

 

How does the lunch system work? 
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 Parents can decide the value to put on their child’s account, more credits can be 

added at any time. 

 A limit, e.g. £4, £5 or £6, can be specified on a daily basis. 

 Parents are able to monitor their child’s diet through online data showing meals taken 

and the amounts being spent each day. 

 Students can select from a varied and interesting menu on a daily basis. 

 Paying online is quick, safe and easy to set up. Just follow the instructions given in your 

original letter. 

 Paying online ensures your child is eating a healthy well balanced meal at lunchtime 

and not spending it at another establishment on a less healthy option.  

 

What if my child is entitled to free school meals? 

 

Your child’s account will have the current value of a free school meal credited each day at 

lunchtime – i.e. £2.60 to be spent on lunch each day. If this amount is not spent then the credit 

is removed and does not roll over to another day. £2.60 entitles your child to a main meal and 

pudding purchased together. Anything over that £2.60 credit can be paid for with money on 

the student’s account. 

 
The free school meal allowance is always used in full prior to using any extra funds credited and 

can only be spent at lunch time in the dining hall, not at breakfast club or break time and in 

exchange for a school meal and dessert or a drink. 

 

The biometric system ensures that free school meal students remain completely anonymous 

from other paying students. 

 

Adding credit to your account 

 

Please use the online payments system to top up your child’s lunch account.  You will receive 

a letter with your unique code to set up your account towards the end of July. Once term 1 has 

started, you can continue to top up online and this will feed down to our cashless catering 

system where it will register on your child’s account. This can be a quick operation but we do 

recommend that you keep an eye on their balance online and do not wait until the money is 

all spent until you top up again as there is a time lag with the processing. We recommend an 

initial amount of £15. 

 

You can ask for a limit to be set, to ensure that not too much is spent each day. We cannot set 

limits below £4 as we need to ensure the limit is high enough for your child to purchase a school 

meal at lunchtime. Please note that if your child buys a snack at break they may not have 

enough credit to buy food at lunchtime so we do recommend that the catering account 

balance is monitored and topped up regularly by parents to avoid student distress if they are 

short of funds. To set a limit please contact the Catering manager on 

catering@ralphallenschool.com 
 

 

Student health and wellbeing  
 

The developmental task for a teen is to move away from the safety of the family nest and head 

towards independent adulthood.  

 

It is not just a teen’s body that makes significant changes. A teen’s brain undergoes the biggest 

change since toddlerhood, and during this time some things don’t always go to plan. It doesn’t 

help that at no other time in their lives will teens be this self-conscious, or feel their feelings to the 

same intensity. All teens struggle with these changes at times, and need reassurance that it is 

‘normal’ to feel ‘weird’ sometimes. But for some, their feelings can become overwhelming and 

they need more support to get back on their developmental track. A sign to look for is change: 
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where the teen was chatty and outgoing but is now withdrawn; where they were going out with 

friends but now stay indoors; where they were quiet but now are behaving in unexpected or 

irrational ways.  

 

If you have concerns about your young 

person, try asking them if they might like 

some support. They can talk to the school 

nurse, or to the school counselling service. 

If they want help, but not in school, you 

can encourage them to contact Off the 

Record, or you or your teen can speak to 

Focus Counselling, who offer low cost 

counselling to B&NES residents. There is 

also on-line counselling for young people 

from kooth.com. 

 

You can also talk to others about your 

concerns: ask to see the school nurse 

yourself, or speak to your GP, who may be 

able to refer you to a suitably qualified 

counsellor. They may also refer your child to CAMHS. If you want to pay privately, look on the 

UKCP or BACP websites for someone registered to work with young people. 

 

Some useful on-line resources can give you a lot of information and help: minded.org.uk is a 

good starting point, and xenzone.com (parent of kooth) has some useful links. 

 

Finally, our young people are sensitive barometers of the emotions around them. It may be the 

best way to help them is to get support for yourself. Focus counselling also sees adults, and 

kooth.com has a sibling service for adults: xenzone.com/qwell  

 

Teaching and learning, setting and teaching groups 

Each child is placed in a tutor group which they will normally remain with until the end of Year 

11. The tutor sees the group daily for registration, helps to look after the general welfare of the 

Tutor group and monitors the students’ progress. Tutor groups and teaching groups usually 

contain approximately 30 students.  

 

The school has vertical tutor groups, each of which contain approximately five students from 

Years 7-11.  See Vertical Tutor Groups section for more information. 

 

As your child progresses through Year 7 and into Year 8 s/he will be put into ability sets for 

English, Maths, Science, Modern Languages, Geography, History and Philosophy and Ethics, 

according to ability and attainment. 

 

Children with Additional Educational Needs will be supported in small groups or in class 

according to their Education and Health Care Plan. If you have any concerns or need 

clarification about students with AEN please speak to the Head of Inclusion, Ms. Sarah Todd, 

inclusion@ralphallenschool.com 

   

Transport to school  
 
Please be aware that Covid-19 restrictions may still apply to transport provision for September.  

 

Students begin to arrive at Ralph Allen School from 8am onwards. If you arrive by car in the 

morning please use the coach park in front of the Main Entrance as a drop off point. In the 

http://kooth.com/
http://minded.org.uk/
http://xenzone.com/
http://kooth.com/
mailto:inclusion@ralphallenschool.com
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evenings or after school please use the Sulis Club (80 metres east of the school - ensuring the 

entrance and exit to Sulis is left clear) or arrive when the buses have left after 3.35pm.  The Sulis 

Club is not available on Wednesdays when it is in use by the University. Cars will not be allowed 

onto the school site between 3pm and 3.35pm for the safety of the students. We ask that parents 

do not park on the road outside the school, as this significantly compromises the safety of all of 

our students. B&NES Council’s Transport Department has clearly marked the carriageway outside 

the school to keep the road as safe as possible; the police have informed us that parents who 

do not obey the road safety traffic signs and markings may be prosecuted. Staff supervise 

students leaving school and boarding coaches on the coach park between 3.15 - 3.35pm. 

Please respect our neighbours and do not park in entrances to Combe Grove or the Bath Clinic. 

 

We continue to be a pilot school in B&NES for an app called Home Run which encourages 

journey sharing, either by buddying up with bikes, walking or by car sharing.  We have included 

a letter about this with your link and password.  

 

Almost all of our students will make their own home to school travel arrangements. 

 

Walking: Keep to the footpaths; walk no more than two abreast and always be vigilant 

along busy roads. We particularly ask students not to step off the footpaths and would anticipate 

that all of our students behave in an appropriate manner as reflected in the Ralph Allen Way. 

 
Cycling: An increasing number of our students are now cycling to school, especially in better 

weather and when the evenings become lighter. We cannot stress strongly enough our 

recommendation that all cyclists wear cycling helmets both to and from school, and other 

appropriate clothing/accessories. It is also a legal requirement that students have lights on their 

bikes during the darker days.  

 

Buses and coaches: Bus and coach routes and timings are all registered and controlled by the 

Department for Transport.  All up to date information from all service providers is available on the 

school website, https://www.ralphallenschool.com/1034/transport It is unusual for changes to 

occur during the academic year, however details of any temporary amendments to transport 

schedules due to bad weather (usually snow in winter) will also be detailed here.   

 

B&NES bus and coach travel: Prior to starting school, parents will be notified by the Local 

Authority if their child qualifies for a contract coach assisted placement or an assisted bus pass. 

This largely applies to students from Freshford, Hinton, Midford, Southstoke and Claverton. 

Dependent upon the amount of spare capacity on coaches, the local authority may offer some 

seats for a termly fee on some routes to the east and south-east of the city. If parents are 

considering this option they need to contact B&NES Admission & Transport Department by 

phone to enquire about availability and to register interest (01225 394370). 

 

Other useful contacts: 

For general transport enquiries, to request bus passes or enquire about financial assistance with 

bus transport to school, contact B&NES Admission & Transport Department, PO Box 25, Riverside, 

Keynsham, Bristol. Tel: 01225 394370; www.bathnes.gov.uk.  

 
 

https://www.ralphallenschool.com/1034/transport
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/
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Uniform 
 
Ralph Allen S c h o o l  requires 

students to wear f u l l  uniform at all 

times. The uniform promotes a 

distinctive and appropriate 

appearance inside and outside 

Ralph Allen. The uniform requirements 

are intended to be clear and 

unambiguous. 

 

It is our intention that when students 

return to school in September it will be 

in school uniform.  

 

 The uniform is COMPULSORY for all 

students in Years 7 -11 and must be 

worn in full to and from home, and at all times during the school day in the correct and 

appropriate manner.  

 The uniform is identical for all year groups, with the exception of the Year 10 and 11 

tie, which is silver and is to recognise their more senior position in the school. 

 All standard items of the school uniform must be purchased directly from our suppliers 

Scholars of Bath at 4 Terrace Walk, Bath BA1 1LN Tel: 01225 462206; or use their website:  

http://www.scholars-uk.com  Scholars reopened on 15 June and are also taking online 

orders.  They have a good stock of Ralph Allen uniform.  

 Additional non-standard items of uniform (shirt, socks and shoes) can be purchased 

at Scholars, or alternatively, through any other appropriate supplier. Items purchased 

from alternative suppliers must meet the school guidelines. 

 Students are NOT permitted to wear items of Physical Education kit underneath/with 

their uniform at any time. 

 Students who arrive at school in non-uniform and/or unsuitable footwear must anticipate 

being given replacement uniform and/or shoes, being isolated or, in some cases, being 

sent home to change! 

 All uniform must be named.  Then if it is lost it will be returned to the student.  If it is not 

named or reclaimed it will be kept by Student Services then sold in our second-hand 

uniform sale. 

 In making a decision about what constitutes acceptable uniform and appearance, 

the decision of the Headteacher/Leadership Team is final, binding and without question.  

 The school has a supply of second hand uniform. For details of sale dates please call the 

main school number.  

 

Ralph Allen standard items: suit jacket and trousers, tie and optional jumper 

SCHOOL SUIT: Students MUST WEAR BOTH the Ralph Allen School tailored jacket and either 

matching tailored trousers or the matching tailored skirt, a suit, as the main item of their 

uniform.  School skirts must be worn at the correct length, and must not be rolled up. 

 

The suit material is black with a fine green 6 mm pin stripe and is ONLY AVAILABLE from Scholars. 

The suit must be worn to and from school and whilst on site at all times. At the discretion of the 

teacher, students are allowed to remove their jackets in class.  Staff will inform students when 

jackets do not need to be worn for practical work subjects. 

 

PLAIN WHITE SHIRT: Students must wear a formal/regular white shirt.  It must be plain white only.  It 

may be either long or short sleeved (for the summer).  The formal/regular white shirt will be 

designed with a regular collar and will be buttoned up to the neck/collar for the school tie to be 

worn in conjunction with it, and should always be worn tucked in.   

http://www.scholars-uk.com/
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RALPH ALLEN SCHOOL TIES: All students must wear a Ralph Allen School tie at all times.  This must 

be worn appropriately (Green tie for Years 7 to 9, silver tie for Years 10 and Year 11 only).  The tie 

is ONLY AVAILABLE from Scholars of Bath. 

 

RALPH ALLEN JUMPER (optional): Students may wear the green ‘v’ neck jumper embroidered with 

the Griffin.  This may be worn under the suit jacket.  It is not to be worn as an alternative to the 

jacket!  Students are to wear their ties tucked into their jumpers.  The jumper is ONLY AVAILABLE 

from Scholars. 

 

Summer and winter; extreme weather regulations 

SUMMER: During periods of excessively warm weather/temperatures the school may temporarily 

suspend the necessity to wear a jacket for school. 

 

WINTER: During periods of excessively cold weather/temperatures students may wear a plain 

white tee-shirt or vest underneath their regular shirt/blouse.  In the eventuality of snowy/icy 

conditions students may wear suitable/appropriate shoes/boots to school. 

 

Students will be informed of these temporary changes to the regulations along with the 

applicable dates via the schools regular communication channels.   

 

OTHER UNIFORM DETAILS 

 

SHOES:  

(guidance for parents and students of acceptable and unacceptable styles of shoes). 

Shoes must be black and suitable for school wear. Clear and definitive guidance and images of 

acceptable and unacceptable footwear for school are available to all parents on the school’s 

website.  This comes in the form of a series of photographs of shoes displaying the styles which 

are appropriate and ones which are not appropriate at Ralph Allen School.  We very strongly 

recommend that every parent views the footwear images before making any purchase to avoid 

unnecessary expense and inconvenience caused by procuring inappropriate shoes.  

 

LEG COVERINGS: 

 SOCKS & TIGHTS must be plain, below the knee socks, either black or dark grey, are permitted. 

Students are permitted to wear plain tights which are either black or flesh-coloured only, when 

wearing the school skirt.  Not acceptable for school are tights that have any colour in them or 

any pattern on them.  Footless tights are not permitted. 

 LEGGINGS no type of legging is permitted. 

 

OUTDOOR GARMENTS/COATS: 

A plain waterproof coat is recommended for all students. Alternatively, students could wear a 

fleece. 

 

Students who cycle or walk to school are strongly encouraged to wear high visibility 

jackets/bands, especially during the shorter days and darker nights. 

 

 HOODIES are not part of our uniform code.  They are NOT to be worn, to and from, or at the 

school at any time. Students who arrive at school in these garments must anticipate having 

them removed for the duration of the day.  Please do not send your child to school dressed in 

any garment which resembles a HOODIE of any description.  This includes hoodies with, or 

without, a zip 

 Students are not to wear sweatshirts and/or tracksuit tops, including to and from school.  

 



29 

 

APRON: 

An apron is needed for Design & Technology lessons (it needs to be named!!). These are 

available from Scholars, other retail outlets or alternatively from the school finance office. 

 

JEWELLERY: 

Students may wear a watch, religious symbol or ear stud (no more than one in each ear and no 

hoop earrings).  For health and safety reasons no other jewellery is to be worn.  Students who fail 

to follow this code must anticipate items being confiscated, and/or being sent home.  No 

bracelets and bands are allowed. 

 

PIERCINGS: 

Students are allowed to wear simple stud style earrings (a maximum of two, one in each 

earlobe). 

NOSE STUDS, TONGUE STUDS, EYEBROW RINGS or any equivalent FACIAL PIERCINGS are NOT 

ALLOWED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES WHATSOEVER, including when travelling to and from 

school. This is Ralph Allen School policy.  Additionally, it is also in line with Health and Safety 

regulations. 

Students who do not comply with the piercing regulations must anticipate being isolated and/or 

sent home from school. 

 

MAKE-UP AND COSMETICS: 

Make up is not permitted in Years 7-9.  Discreet use of makeup that is not visible is allowed in 

Years 10-11. 

 

NAILS: 

Nail varnish is not permitted in Years 7 – 11.  Acrylic nails or any extensions are also not permitted. 

 

HAIR: 

Hair is to be of one natural colour and not extreme in style or length. Long hair must be tied back 

in practical lessons. Students who colour the ends of their hair, or have coloured streaks in it, or 

have hair which is too short or extreme in style e.g. any shaved pattern in hair, must anticipate 

being asked to wear a hat (as provided by the school) around the site or being sent home to 

wash it out or dye it an appropriate colour. They will then be expected to return to school. 

 

HENNA TATTOOS: 

These are not permitted in school. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION KIT 

All students in year 7 will follow the same PE 

curriculum. All students will require the 

following equipment: 

 

SHIRT: Black/green Ralph Allen polo shirt 

(with school logo*) 

SHORTS/SKORT: Black/green Ralph Allen 

shorts (with school logo*) or Ralph Allen 

skort (with school logo*). 

SPORTS LEGGINGS: Black sports leggings or 

black sports joggers can be worn during 

winter months 

OUTDOOR WEAR: Black Ralph Allen sports 

fleece (with school logo*) or the 
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black/green Ralph Allen Rugby shirt** (with school logo*) 

SOCKS: Pair of white socks and a pair of green/black games socks 

FOOTWEAR: All students will require a pair of trainers and also a pair of studded/moulded (no 

blades) boots 

MOUTH PROTECTION: Gum shield 

   SHIN PADS: All students will require a pair of shin pads for hockey and football. 

*   Only available from Scholars     

 ** Compulsory when representing the school 

 

Vertical tutor groups 

The school has vertical tutor groups with approximately six students from each year in each tutor 

group. This system has many advantages; for example, tutors who deal with different pressure 

points in the school calendar will only have f ive students to deal with at any one time for 

age related activities such as transition, options, and examinations. 

 

We believe that young people can learn effectively from each other. This system allows t utors 

to track their students more efficiently and therefore tackle underachievement more quickly. 

Communication between school and home undoubtedly benefits.  Your child’s tutor should 

always be the first person you contact if you have any queries about your child’s education.  

Over the five-year period from Years 7-11 during which the tutor works with your child, a very 

good relationship is formed. 

 

Tutor groups are like mini-families and the Ralph Allen School commitment to care for all 

individuals continues to be a daily reality for our students. Tutor groups are named according to 

the House, and are all situated in a tutor base which is a classroom and where the daily tutor 

meetings are held.  A weekly programme of activities takes place. 

 

 

Year 7 cognitive ability test 

All Year 7 students complete CATs (Cognitive Ability Tests) as part of our terms 1 and 2 target 

setting programme. These are standardised tests used by many schools; indeed, some schools 

and academies use this as part of their general admissions policy.  

The CAT is made up of three short tests that assess verbal, non-verbal and quantitative ability. 

The tests are created and marked by GL Assessment (NFER) who have been developing 

and producing the tests for over 25 years. 

 

Why test students in Year 7? 

 

We have tested Year 7 students since 2010. Historically secondary schools have used Key Stage 

2 SATs tests and teacher assessments to help indicate the ability and potential of students when 

they begin secondary education.  

 

Curriculum subjects need data quickly to enable them to support students most effectively, 

set groupings and classes and pitch assessments and classroom activities for the correct 

ability level of students. 

 

The test outcomes are useful as they help to statistically predict a student’s learning potential 

across a range of curriculum subjects. CATs can also indicate a student’s strengths and 

weaknesses and their preferred learning style. 
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What are CATs? 

 

The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) assesses a student’s ability to reason in three important areas: 

• verbal – thinking with words 

• quantitative – thinking with numbers 

• non-verbal – thinking with shape and space. 

 

The tests are designed specifically to minimise the role of prior learning – there is no revision or 

preparation needed before a test takes place. 

 

How are results scored? 

 

CAT results show students’ scores in each of these areas. The raw scores are converted into 

Standard Ages Scores (SAS), which means they are weighted to take into account the 

student’s age when they sat the test. The average SAS score is 100. Around two-thirds of 

pupils in the national age group will score between 85 and 115. 

 

Do CATs show how well they will do in their GCSE Exams? 

 

Because CATs have been used for a number of years, it is possible to see that there is now a 

statistically strong link between CAT scores and how well students have done in later 

examinations. However, students with similar CAT scores can attain very different results: at 

Ralph Allen we regularly have students exceed their ‘target’ grades in their GCSE subjects. 

 

All this data is merely a starting point for subject teachers to use, in combination with their 

own teacher assessments and professional judgment, to create personalised targets for 

students throughout their time at Ralph Allen. 

 

 

Year 7 Residential 
 

 

We appreciate the transition from primary to secondary school is a big step at the best of times. 

These unprecedented circumstances, with students missing a large portion of the end of their 

primary experience, has resulted in this being an even more challenging time than usual for 

your child. We recognise that there are likely to be more nerves and apprehension than normal 

and we understand the need to support the students as they settle in at Ralph Allen and begin 

to bond with their new classmates is greater than ever.  

 

As a result of the coronavirus, it is with great regret that we have had to cancel the Year 7 

Residential in September, but we have moved it to later on in the school year. We hope to do 

some activities in September in lieu of the residential but will continue to assess the situation and 

latest advice from the government before making a decision about what will be possible. 
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Keep checking the school website for key updates and information on 
your child’s progress. 

 

 

The information in this booklet was correct at the date of publication, but changes may have 

occurred since then, especially with regard to Covid-19.  

More detailed information, including examination results and disability access, is available 

on the school’s website or from the school on request. 


