
“Neither the life of an individual nor the history of a society can be 
understood without understanding both.”

C. Wright Mills.

RAS Sociology A-level
Mrs K Forrester



What is sociology?

Sociology is the study of society. If you 
are fascinated by the behaviour of others 
and why we act as we do, then sociology 
is for you. 

Sociology seeks to understand all aspects 
of human social behaviour, including the 
social dynamics of small groups of 
people, large organisations, communities, 
institutions and even entire societies…



What is the Sociological Imagination?

Let’s see if you can do it…

A concept used by the American sociologist C. Wright Mills to describe the ability to “think 
yourself away from the familiar routines of 
everyday life” and look at them from an entirely new perspective.

In order to develop such skills, you must be able to free yourself from one context and look at things from an 
alternative point of view.



Tea drinking and sociological imagination

Virtually any behaviour can have sociological imagination applied to it…

The perception of drinking tea can be examined from several different 
perspectives rather than just the simple act of drinking tea…

To think about - why would you drink a cup of tea?



Tea Drinking and Sociological Imagination

Commodification

globalisation

I am thirsty 

I am cold

I want 
comforting

I want a break

Capitalism 

Ritual&tradition

It’s less about the beverage and 
more about the social interaction 

Culture 

Individualism –
teabag?!

To think about - Can we divide these things into private issues and public issues?

Maintaining health and 
vitamin levels

Drug taking 
&addiction



Crime and deviance –
Victim or criminal?

Families and households –
Stabilising or oppressive? Beliefs in society -

Social stability or social conflict?

Research
Objective or subjective? 

Education –
Equality of opportunity or reproduction of 
inequality?

Perspectives in 
sociology…



Perspectives

Life through different 
lenses…



Why do this?

Helps us to analyse and 
evaluate – assessment 
objectives in sociology

We also need to write chains 
of reasoned argument to 
create essays… 

You will become ‘cultural 
craftsmen’ C Wright Mills



Activities
Independent study at home on content/knowledge

Lesson time:

Skills of:

• Understanding

• Analysis

• Evaluation

Exam skills 



What will we study and when?

Year 1 Year 2

• What is sociology?

• Education 

• Families and households

• Research methods

• Beliefs in society

• Crime and Deviance

• Theory and methods



Assessment = 3 examinations - no coursework

Paper 1: Education with Theory 
and Methods 

Assessed
•2 hour written exam 
•80 marks
•33.3% of A-level

Questions
•Education: short answer and 
extended writing, 50 marks
•Methods in Context: extended 
writing, 20 marks
•Theory and Methods: extended 
writing, 10 marks

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology 

Assessed
•2 hour written exam 
•80 marks
•33.3% of A-level

Questions
Section A: extended writing, 40 
marks
Section B: extended writing, 40 
marks

Paper 3: Crime and 
Deviance with Theory and 
Methods 

Assessed
•2 hour written exam 
•80 marks
•33.3% of A-level

Questions
Crime and Deviance: short 
answer and extended 
writing, 50 marks
Theory and Methods: 
extended writing, 30 marks













Entry requirements

4 GCSEs at Grade 9-6 including English Lang/Lit Grade 5 or equivalent 
in a subject that demonstrates essay writing skills e.g. history, 
philosophy etc. 

Why?

This is an essay-based subject



How did students do last year?

A* 29%

A*-B 66%

A*-C 86%

PASS 100%



textbooks



As few as one in 20 born in poorest 
areas go to university 

14th August 2017  

Only one in 20 pupils in some of the country's poorest postcodes 
progress to higher education, according to new analysis by Teach First. 

The charity has called for the government to improve entry rates by 
writing off student debt to get better teachers into challenging schools. It 
has also called on universities to start offering university access 
programmes at primary level. 

According to Teach First's research, on average only one in five young 
people born in the country’s poorest postcodes progress to university, 
while half of those born in the 
wealthiest postcodes do so. 

However, the gap is even more stark between some areas.



Now that you 
are a 

sociologist…

You need to adjust your reading/tv habits to demonstrate this. 

Keep in touch with current affairs by watching the news, read a 
newspaper, listen to podcasts!

- BBC News - ‘Thinking Allowed’ Radio 4 podcast - Twitter 
#sociology   - Panorama  - Read a range of different newspapers 
- Social media

-School Swap documentary -Stacey Dooley documentaries (BBC 
Iplayer/Youtube)  -Black Mirror (Netflix) -Louis Theroux 
documentaries -Dispatches documentaries (40D) -Panorama 
documentaries (BBC Iplayer



Use the thumbs up if you agree!

AGREE DISAGREE

Prisoners should not be allowed to vote
(prisoner disenfranchisement) 



Use the thumbs up if you agree!
.

AGREE DISAGREE

Differences between men and women 
are mainly socially constructed, not 

innate or based on biology.



Use the thumbs up if you agree!
.

AGREE DISAGREE

Deviant behaviour is morally wrong: one 
should conform to the norms of society.



Use the thumbs up if you agree!

AGREE DISAGREE

Unemployed people should not 
receive welfare benefits.



Use the thumbs up if you agree!

AGREE DISAGREE

Politics, laws and society should be 
structured around religious teachings. 

(Theocracy)



Use the thumbs up if you agree!
.

AGREE DISAGREE

The media is the most corrupting 
influence on modern day democracies.



Nuclear 
weapons were 

never invented.

There are two parallel dimensions, you must enter one of them

Which do you choose?

Parallel Dimension 1 Parallel Dimension 2

Women were 
never given 

the vote.



The internet 
was never 
invented

There are two parallel dimensions, you must enter one of them!

Which do you choose?

Parallel Dimension 1 Parallel Dimension 2

Women were 
never given 

the vote



90% of all current 
work was done by 
machines, creating 

mass unemployment

There are two parallel dimensions, you must enter one of them!

Which do you choose?

Parallel Dimension 1 Parallel Dimension 2

Parents were allowed 
to genetically select 

traits of their 
children prior to 

birth.



Democracy is 
abolished: decisions 

are now made by 
Kings and Queens

There are two parallel dimensions, you must enter one of them!

Which do you choose?

Parallel Dimension 1 Parallel Dimension 2

Democracy is 
abolished: decisions 
are made by large 

corporations.



The mass media is 
controlled entirely by 

large corporations 
who only care about 

making money. 

There are two parallel dimensions, you must enter one of them!

Which do you choose?

Parallel Dimension 1 Parallel Dimension 2

The mass media is 
controlled entirely 

by the 
government.



More on the sociological imagination…

• Exercising, e.g. running, going the 
gym, bike

• riding, martial arts etc.

• Drinking coffee

• Cooking or baking

• Reading and/or Writing

• Public speaking

• Going to college

• Dropping out of school

• Working

• Traveling
• Painting
• Driving a car
• Becoming a parent
• Fostering e.g. children, pets 

and other animals.
• Getting married
• Criminal behaviour
• Giving to charity
• Playing a sport
• Spending money
• Being religious or spiritual
• Watching television
• Owning a pet Volunteering
• Competing in athletic 

competitions


