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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing to you to introduce myself. My name is Laurie Sinclair-Emerson and I run the Duke of 

Edinburgh programme at Ralph Allen.  

I would like to thank you for signing up your children for the Gold award. We have 28 participants which 

is fantastic. I look forward to working with them and seeing what they achieve over the next 18 months.  

We are currently enrolling the students onto EDofE, the website that will allow students to upload and 

monitor their progress throughout the programme. Once these accounts have been created, I will send 

out a letter to invite the students to some training, where we will go through how they should approach 

the programme. Until then, students can get started on planning and doing their skill, volunteering, and 

activity. They simply need to record (on their phone or on paper), what they are doing and keep a log. 

As well as this they need to get an assessor (over 18, not related), who will sign off for them at the end 

of their 12/18 months. I have arranged for students to meet me on Thursday 10 November to discuss 

these details and ask questions.  

As well as this, I wanted to alert you to a change in plans for when Ocean Rock will run the training day 

for Gold participants, as well as the information evening for parents.  

This had originally been planned for 17 November but has now been pushed back to Thursday 1 

December to avoid clashes with other events in school which cannot be moved.  

On Thursday 1 December, students will need to come to school dressed for spending time outside in 

December. This means warm and waterproof clothes. Students will learn how to put up tents, map 

read, make hot chocolate, and understand the components of the expedition element of the 

programme, including how they will be assessed. Students will be on the field for some of this, so please 

encourage them to wear appropriate footwear.  

In the evening, we will host an information session for parents and students, which will help you to make 

arrangements. This will be run by Ocean Rock and be split into two sessions. You are welcome to attend 

either:  

• Thursday 1 December 5.30-6.30pm 

• Thursday 1 December 6.30-7.30pm 

If you have outstanding payments on Scopay, please bear this in mind. 

 

A reminder of the expedition dates below: 

• Gold Practice Expedition: 24 – 26 March 2023 

• Gold Qualifying Expedition: 8-12 June 2023 

Any questions, please get in touch: l.sinclair-emerson@palladianacademytrust.com 

 

With best wishes, 

Laurie Sinclair-Emerson 

Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 
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