
How well does your son or 

daughter proof-read their work?

 Spot the errors!



English and 

Literacy Study Skills



How many did you spot?
 Conclusion:

 Overall Act 3 Scene 5 reinforses the ideas that there love is domed and that 

Romeo and Juliet’s realationship is “death-marked”.  Juliet’s choose to 

marry Romeo has resulted in her being disowned by her Family and nurse, all 

for someone she has only just met. Shakespeare has used the sceen to 

confront the audiance with the consecuenses of a forbidden and hidden 

love within the constrants of a traditional society.  Capulet had intensions, 

like any Father at this time would have, of upholding his reputation and 

marrying Juliet to someone worthy of her and of the same class. To him, 

ultimately, she is his property and she had disrespected him so she is now 

“baggage”, a burdan to be rejected.  Shakespeare forces us as an 

audiance to evaluate the conflicting expectations of love in Elizabethan 

England through these contrasts and perhaps challenge the rigidity of 

attitudes and their contribution to the deaths’ of Romeo and Juliet.

 15 errors- can you spot them?



Conclusion:

Overall, comma missing Act 3 Scene 5 reinforces reinforces the ideas that there their love is 

domed doomed and that Romeo and Juliet’s realationship relationship is “death-marked”.  

Juliet’s choose choice to marry Romeo has resulted in her being disowned by her Ffamily and 

nurse, all for someone she has only just met. Shakespeare has used the sceen scene to confront 

the audience audience with the consecuenses of a forbidden and hidden love within the 

constrants constraints of a traditional society.  Capulet had intensions intentions, like any 

Father at this time would have, of upholding his reputation and marrying Juliet to someone 

worthy of her and of the same class. To him, ultimately, she is his property and she had 

disrespected him so she is now “baggage”, a burden burden to be rejected.  Shakespeare forces 

us as an audiance to evaluate the conflicting expectations of love in Elizabethan England through 

these contrasts and perhaps challenge the rigidity of attitudes and their contribution to the 

deaths’ no apostrophe as it is a plural of Romeo and Juliet.



Outline of the session:

 Why literacy skills are important in all subjects

 What skills are needed 

 Developing literacy skills and competency in 

SPAG to perform well in all subjects at GCSE –

 How we support students at school.

 What you can do as parents and guardians to 

support the students at home.



Accuracy and SPAG across all

subjects

All subjects across the curriculum have an 

element where accuracy of SPAG is 

assessed – although the number of marks 

vary from subject to subject.



Accuracy and SPAG across all

subjects

 Literacy in Science –

 In order to attain a mark within a certain 

level, both the science and the Quality of 

Written Communication must be of a 

standard appropriate to that level.



Accuracy and SPAG across all

subjects

 Literacy in Maths-

 Students need to be able to interpret complex 

statements and communicate ideas clearly- i.e. good 

reading skills and a clarity of expression.



In History ….

 In History on Paper 2 Section A: Q3 is a 10 mark 

question plus 3 for SPAG

 Section B: Q2 12 mark question plus 3 marks 

spag



In Geography ….
Geography specific words, such as:

Convection currents, subduction, epicentre

4 extended questions across 3 Papers – each include 3 SPaG marks

12 Total marks for SPaG at GCSE Level in Geography = just under 5% of total marks





In  English: In English Language 20% of 

the marks are for SPAG and vocabulary

 In English Literature 5% of the marks are awarded for SPAG and 

vocabulary.

 Write about the character of Gerald and the way he is presented in An 

Inspector Calls.

 In your response you should:

 Refer to the extract and the play as a whole

 Show your understanding of characters and events.

 5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, 
punctuation and use of vocabulary and sentence structure.



So what literacy skills are needed to 

access these exam questions?
 “A set of tools” 

 Clarity of communication

 Confidence in reading, writing and speaking and 
listening skills in all subject areas

 Confidence in organising answers – especially longer 
answers

 Use of appropriate register

 Comprehension skills

 Practice in unpicking the exam questions

 Highlighting key aspects of text

 Understanding key command words and what you have 
to do



The importance of 

command words 

across all subjects: 

Compare



COMPARE – IDENTIFY SIMILARITIES 

AND DIFFERENCES
 Example:

 Using Figure 4, compare HDI values in 

Africa and South America. 

 Response:

 In Africa HDI values are typically 0.5, an 

example being  Mali.  In comparison 

South America values are ……….



EXPLAIN – SET OUT 

REASONS OR PURPOSES
 Example:

 Using Figure 12 and your own knowledge, 

explain how different landforms may be 

created by the transport and deposition of 

sediment along the coast 

 Response:

 The dominant process of transportation along 

the coast is longshore drift, this is ……..



SUGGEST – PRESENT A POSSIBLE 

CASE
 Example:

 Suggest how the sea defences

shown in Figure 11 help to protect 

the coastline. 

 Response:

 The sea defences shown in Figure 

11 include…………….



TO WHAT EXTENT - Judge the 

importance or success of (strategy, 

scheme, project, etc).

 ? 

 Example: To what extent do urban areas in lower income countries 

 (LICs) or newly emerging economies 

 (NEEs) provide social and economic 

 opportunities for people

 Response:

 Urban areas in LIC’S have many 

 common features, for example…….



DISCUSS - PRESENT KEY POINTS ABOUT DIFFERENT 

IDEAS

OR STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF AN IDEA.
 Example:

 Discuss the effects of urban sprawl 

on people and the environment. 

Use Figure 3 and a case study of a 

major city in the UK

 Response:

 The social effects on people can 

be both negative and positive.  

For example…………



How to develop these skills of 

accuracy throughout Year 11

 Reading - anything and everything - ideally every day: articles, Sunday magazines, 
fiction, non-fiction, inter-net articles and blogs

 Writing - in writing tasks for all subjects, not just English, take a pride in presentation and 
accuracy. Practise writing to time without losing accuracy or legibility. 

 Proof-read with care and focus on what has been written not what students think they 
have written.

 Be alert to common errors:

 Homophone confusion – their/there

 Misuse or absence of apostrophes especially its/it’s

 Omission of capital letters for proper nouns.

 Misspelling of regular words.

 Tense confusion.

 In accurate spelling of key subject vocabulary



How to develop these skills of 

accuracy throughout Year 11.

 Speaking and listening-- orally explaining and rehearsing helps 

articulate your responses, deepens thinking.

 Use of flow charts, diagrams mind-maps to increase understanding.

 Practising responses to past exam papers. ... 

 Explaining answers to others – peers, parents…

 Practise selecting details from blocks of text…in any subject

 Understand what you are being asked- focus on the command 

words



How students can make the grade 

in the actual exam room

 Students will always have to read something in their exam

 Students will always benefit from highlighting the bits of text that will help 

them to answer the question

 Students will always benefit from READING THE QUESTION – identifying and 

highlighting the key command words - eg explain, compare, how does the 

writer persuade, explore the writers thoughts and feelings about…? 

 Write developed sustained responses - varies from subject to subject -

sometimes a whole page, for English at times 2-3 pages

 Use examples, quotations, specific DETAIL to support the points being made

 Keep to time- know how many minutes per question/task and stick to it 



What we do to support students at 

school

 Exam technique- breaking down the question, timing, past papers.

 One to one support at clubs- eg Science club Tuesdays, Maths 

Wednesday, English Thursdays.

 Websites

 Study guides

 Feedback from mocks and timed tests

 Encouragement and confidence boosts.



What you can do as parents to 

support literacy and SPAG skills
 Remind them they can REVISE! Lots to revise from their books/past 

papers/notes etc

 Read profiles, magazine articles, internet articles with your young people and 
discuss them, encouraging them to use formal language and standard 
English.

 Download past papers for all subjects, practice and afterwards look at 
candidate responses to compare answers 

 Help students with timing- while you are doing something for 12 minutes- can 
they complete a reading question?

 Offer to test them eg on quotations for Literature or causes of WW1 for History 
or the ways Fairtrade aims to deal with unequal development for geography. 

 Proof-read longer writing responses and point at errors for the students to 
correct

 Provide highlighters and black pens that keep writing neat and legible.



Useful information  and websites for 

English and Literature- collect handout. 

 Study & revision guides- please take the slip of paper from the back with the guides we recommend for 
English and Literature and feel free to look at the samples on display.

 Past papers for English GCSE: 

 http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-
resources.html?subject=English&level=GCSE&pastpaper=true

 http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-
language/gcse/GCSE%20Eng%20Lang%20Component%201%20-
%20additional%20assessment%20material.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh

 For Literature GCSE:

 http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-
resources.html?subject=EnglishLiterature&level=GCSE&pastpaper=true

 http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature/gcse/wjec-eduqas-gcse-english-literature-
sams-from-2015.pdf

 Candidate responses are available at:

 http://oer.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ProjectByArgs.aspx?subid=22&lvlid=2

http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-resources.html?subject=English&level=GCSE&pastpaper=true
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/GCSE%20Eng%20Lang%20Component%201%20-%20additional%20assessment%20material.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-resources.html?subject=EnglishLiterature&level=GCSE&pastpaper=true
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature/gcse/wjec-eduqas-gcse-english-literature-sams-from-2015.pdf
http://oer.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ProjectByArgs.aspx?subid=22&lvlid=2


Evaluation forms and end.


