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Dear Parent/Carer, 

The good news is the government have decided that all students will be back in school in 

September. This is fantastic news for everyone. The exact details of this will be released in the next 

two weeks, but it looks like the reduction of social distancing is key to normality. Of course, we 

must also ensure safety for everyone when the school reopens and a lot of our current good 

practice can continue into the next academic year. 

This week we have introduced live lessons in years 7, 8 & 9 to support students’ learning and build 

connections with the school and their teachers. We are hoping students get the chance to 

engage in this format over the last three weeks of term. (Please note, students need to access 

these lessons through Teams and preferably through the Teams app, which is downloadable to a 

desktop or other device, External, non-school emails will be blocked).  

We have also sent a questionnaire to students to gauge their thoughts on online learning. This will 

help all staff learn how best to interact virtually and we will repeat the process in the final week. All 

of this will be valuable information for how we use Teams effectively to supplement learning in the 

future. We are still researching best practice to look at what the online picture will look like over 

the following years. We will also be sending another questionnaire to parents to gain further insight 

from your perspective, and give the school the opportunity to reflect on this whole process with 

the relevant information. There is so much to learn from this to move us forward into a stronger 

position. 

Sixth form induction 

A huge thank you to all the students and staff involved in the virtual event on Monday and 

Tuesday. In normal circumstances this event is a huge logistical operation; we just thought we 

would throw in the chance of doing it all online too. The staff were incredible, teaching, chatting 

and connecting with the year 11s. A special thank you to our year 12 and 13 students who 

supported with their thoughts on sixth form and answered lots of questions, Mr Handley who 

organised the virtual movements on the day, all the teachers involved and the Sixth form team, 

including presentations by Mrs Rutter and Mr Daniell, all led by Ms Haggett our Head of sixth form. 

It was also great to see all the students again. An awesome event and we are all looking forward 

to welcoming you in September. 

Houses 

As you may have seen on social media, schools have been contacted in response to ‘Black Lives 

Matter’. We are fully supportive of the words from our current and previous students and have 

made the decision to change the names of our four houses to reflect this. We know that there are 

repercussions to this decision. The branding will have to be changed. Current students have PE kit 

with the logos on and we have spent time building up the reputation of each House. It is just a 

name though.  The tutor groups, the people, the energy around them are exactly the same. In the 
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words of Shakespeare, “A rose by any other name would smell as sweet”. We did spend over four 

months talking to parents and students before deciding on current names. This time we have 

three weeks. I will be doing a virtual assembly explaining this to the students next week. All PE kit 

owned by students can continue to be used and the colours of each House will remain 

unchanged. 

Transition year 6 

For all those parents who have children in year 6, our first live streaming event will be taking place 

on the evening of Tuesday 30 June. Parents will be able to hear from staff and students and ask 

questions to help support in their transition. We have also filmed a virtual tour which will be ready 

next week for students to view at any time and orientate themselves around the site. 

Many thanks again for all the support you have given your children both academically and 

emotionally during this time. There is no perfect formula for this, students just need to keep some 

routine in their learning and look forward to a summer of rest and relaxation. 

Kind regards  

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  

 


