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 Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

You, like us, may be asking yourself when will this all be over? At times, this has been incredibly 

stressful for all concerned but there have been times when families have spent more time 

together. I am fully aware that teenage children will not always appreciate this and they may 

have a totally different view. We will all look back on this in the years to come and remember the 

positive aspects of how we all coped in this difficult situation and this is a shared experience that 

we have all gone through together. Hope may be on the horizon and, as you see from Mr 

Withers’s letter in more detail about the possible plans form the government and how schools in 

the Trust are working together to exit from the lockdown. 

 

Terms 5 and 6 

 

The school have looked at the calendar for term 5 and 6 and the trips and events that were 

planned. This may be obvious but there will be no trips, parents’ evenings or reporting on students 

this term. As far as any expenditure that has been made, this will all be refunded. The year 9 

residential that was planned for next week will not go ahead and all monies will be refunded to 

parents. 

 

Our first full Griffin week scheduled for the penultimate week of the year will also look very 

different. A lot of planning and work had been completed to make this an exciting week. It did 

rely on Year 10 having work experience and we feel the year 10s have already lost too much of 

their curriculum time. Work experience will be cancelled and instead students will hopefully be in 

school and working in lessons. If possible, due to lockdown, the best outcome is to let the students 

do work experience in the summer holidays. Please let the companies who very kindly allowed the 

students into their work places know and thank them for the opportunity given and maybe defer 

to the summer! This means that Griffin week cannot take place as planned. We are hopeful that 

some of the trips can still take place but we will need more information on the lockdown before 

final decisions are made. 

 

Feedback from questionnaire 

 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill in the questionnaire to help give a picture of how 

this is working. This is a varied picture with lots of different experiences, which is no surprise as we 

are all different and in different circumstances. Our job is to try to give opportunities to match 

these experiences. There is much agreement in staff and families supporting the way in which we 

have approached lockdown and also on the direction we should take. The information given has 

indicated we should do the following: 

 

 Move to one system. This is easier for students and staff. There are also issues with Insight as it 

was never designed for this much usage. Most people are favouring Microsoft Teams. There 

will be more information to follow next week. 
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 Insight has issues with clearing work, which we will do 

 

 Celebrate the work that is being done 

 

 Give more structure and guidance to years 7, 8 and 9 

 

 There is a range of views on volume of work but it leans to the ‘too much’ side for most 

people. We will look at this giving less but extension tasks for some. 

 

 Continue to contact students. Tutors have been phoning different year groups and 

emailing the other students. This will continue and different year groups will be phoned. 

Tutors are also adding information on Insight to their tutor groups. Staff are communicating 

with lots of students on a daily basis via email. It seems that teachers are receiving more 

and more emails from students using their personal email accounts. Students must only use 

their Ralph Allen School email accounts to send any school emails to teachers. If they are 

using a personal one, teachers are not able to respond. This is for safeguarding reasons. 

 

Microsoft Teams 

 

This has been working really well in years 10 and 12 with a lot of work being returned using Teams. 

It is vital that we can interact with all students so we need to move to this platform. The IT team 

have been working very hard to populate this for all year groups assigning classes and students to 

individual teachers. We also realise that there may be issues related to this and there will be 

adjustments required in addition to communication for everyone. 

 

 A letter will be sent to students via yourselves next week with instructions on how we will be 

working from Monday 18 May. This will explain how assignments already in production can 

be returned and the movement from Insight to Teams. 

 

 Students will receive notifications from Microsoft Teams next week. This happens when they 

are added to a class. Please let them know they do not need to do anything with these 

notifications. 

 

 Simple tasks will be set next week to trial the system and help with the transition. Year 9 will 

be first followed by year 8 and year 7 towards the end of the week. 

 

Examination groups 

 

There has been no new information from the initial guidance sent by Ofqual. I hope that you are 

all managing to stay in routines for exercise and work. Year 11 students have now been sent work 

to do to help them focus and all the bridging units can be found on the home learning link on our 

website. See here.  

 

Please note that we will be closed this Friday, 8 May for Bank holiday and the school will be open 

for key worker children and vulnerable children again from Monday. 

 

Many thanks again for your patience at the end of another week in isolation. 

 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  

 

https://www.ralphallenschool.com/1703/home-working

