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Dear Parent/Carers,  
 

Each week we reach a new level of resilience and I am sure we have all had highs and 

lows during these unprecedented times. There will have been moments of despair and also times 

when the family has enjoyed sharing quality time together.  

For some, there may have been thoughts of why can’t I just send them back to school! We are 

nearing the end of this period of learning and the summer break is in sight. We still have a lot to do 

in the final weeks of term and below outlines how we will be finishing the school year.  

  

This week in school  

The year 6 transition parents evening took place virtually this week. The event was streamed at 

6pm on Tuesday 30 June and senior staff were on hand to answer questions and talk through any 

concerns for parents and students. Many thanks to the four year 7’s who were a part of the 

recording and were amazing.  

Lessons are continuing online for years 7 – 12 with year 11 completing their bridging units and 

supporting students who are still unsure about their post 16 options. We are also supporting year 13 

through their UCAS and career options.  

As you may be aware, we are renaming our four Houses. We have sent a questionnaire to the 

students via Microsoft Teams today if you would like to discuss this with your children. 

  

Next week  

We need to continue to find the rhythm in our online lessons and teachers are still finding their way 

through this method of teaching. We have been monitoring lessons and giving feedback to 

teachers, we have also sent the results of the student questionnaire to the staff. 

I was overwhelmed with the positive and constructive responses we received, the comments are 

encouraging and truthful to help staff understand how the lessons feel from a student perspective. 

Thank you to all students who took the time to complete the questionnaire.  
 

We also have a virtual parents evening for year 10 on Thursday 9 July from 2-6pm. In order to 

complete this, the school will have to close at 12.30pm to enable staff to travel home and 

prepare for the meetings. This again is a new step and we are hoping there are no technical 

hitches. Please be mindful that we cannot offer the same service as in normal times and we are 

trying our best to support. If you have any issues with this detail, contacts of who can support are 

on the letter that was sent to year 10 parents. This does mean that some of the lessons timetabled 

for 12.30pm may be pre-recorded as some teachers are not able to be present.  

Year 12 also start their mock examinations in school. There is a full one-way system in school, and 

they will be separated from the other students and staff in the building. Good luck to all students.  

  

Ending the year  

We have been asked by some parents about end of year reports. We have thought about this 

and like many decisions we have had to make there are no simple answers. The end of year 

examinations did not take place and there has been a huge disruption to the normal flow of 

learning. For this reason, the school progress report is only relevant on work up to March.  
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Teachers cannot accurately gauge all students beyond this point, and we will need to pick this up 

in September when students return to school. The circumstances of students at home are widely 

different and it would be unfair to judge their progress over the last months since lockdown. What 

we are doing is acknowledging their hard work through Insight. (Please remind students that this is 

where they will see their House points rewarding their work and effort).  

 

The staff as a whole will also be writing to each year group to thank them for their efforts and 

perseverance during this time.  

We have also had a number of requests for cameras to be turned on during online lessons. There 

are still a number of issues related to this and many differing opinions, but we must 

strike a balance. If cameras are on only 9 people can be viewed at a time and it does offer a 

possible distraction to teaching. However, we have been trialing cameras in year 12 and the 

majority of students do not turn them on when they have the option to do so. Further trials will take 

place this term as we continue to find the best way forward. Some staff have raised anxieties 

about having cameras on and some students do not have cameras which we do not want to 

highlight. For this reason, we are not going for a blanket decision on this but will continue to review 

the situation.  

  

Thoughts about September  

We are still formulating plans for September as government guidance was released 

yesterday. There we will need to be a period of assessment, both of mental health 

and learning gaps across all subjects. Research in past prolonged periods of absence of school 

closures indicate that if teachers are armed with this knowledge, learning will return to normal and 

the long-term progress will be unaffected. These last few weeks of term are also helping us 

prepare our online learning for next year and how we continue to use Microsoft Teams to 

support progress. The students who replied to the questionnaire are keen for this to continue too.   
 

Many thanks again for your patience and kind words during this time. We are thinking of how we 

can show our appreciation for all the support you have given your children and the school. Parent 

circle have also sent out communication for a meeting next Thursday from 6.30 to 9pm. This is an 

opportunity for parents to share and support each other in this common experience.   

 

With Kind Regards 

 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  

 


