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Dear Parents/carers, 

We are at the end of the second week of isolation and a lot has changed since this all began. The 

clapping on Thursday nights to recognise the frontline staff who are working in even more 

challenging circumstances brings home the enormity of the challenge we are all facing together. 

Again, I would like to thank all those people who are working to support others during this crisis. 

The school has stayed open for the children of key workers and vulnerable students for the last 

two weeks and we have a small number of students each day. The staff who are available have 

been managing this on a rota every day. We are very happy to continue to support these 

parents/carers by allowing their children to attend school. In communication with the parents of 

key workers, the school does not need to open for the first week of the holidays but we will be 

open for students in the second week, 14 – 17 April. This does help to reduce the amount of 

people who have to travel and is again a key measure in helping to reduce the spread of Covid-

19. 

Discussions have been taking place, and will continue, to develop ways to enhance home 

learning for our students. Indications are pointing to a prolonged period of school closure and 

isolation. Attached is a letter from Ms Fleming to aid parents and students about the use of Insight. 

You will notice that no further work will be set during the Easter period. This time can be used to 

get up to date with the many tasks that have already been assigned. Our next phase is to look at 

how we can interact with students being able to recognise their work and give feedback. 

Concerns by ourselves and unions about possible safeguarding issues here have also needed to 

be carefully navigated. 

Phase 2 of our plan is to; 

 Students continue to make use of Insight to receive work from teachers. In years 10 and 12 

students can continue to return work to teachers via school email. 

 In addition, we want to use Microsoft teams to make it easier for students in year 10 and 12 

to submit work and receive live feedback. We will gather feedback on how successful this 

has been and then we plan to roll this out into other years. 

 Students will receive a guide on how to access Teams through Insight. At the same time, 

staff are receiving training materials. Further guidance will be sent via Insight, prior to the 

start of term 5. 

 Staff need to make sure that all tasks can be achieved by students. We know that the 

majority of households are not set up as long term learning environments so staff need to 

ensure that support is either clearly given in the tasks that are set or further guidance is 

signposted. (If parents are lacking materials or cannot access a computer due to high 

usage of families working from home, please let us know so we can support. You can do 

this by either contacting Mrs Roberts on 01225 838901 or email 

Claverton Down Road, Bath, BA2 7AD 

Telephone: 01225 832936 

Fax: +44(0)1225 832338 

E-mail: enquiries@ralphallenschool.com 

www.ralphallenschool.com 
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enquiries@ralphallenschool.com). Students can still email their teachers on their Ralph Allen 

email account. Full list of email addresses for staff have been placed on Insight. 

 Staff have also been asked to pay a greater focus on repetition and consolidation of 

knowledge, with regular revisiting and embedding learning. The key being to grow 

confidence and a sense of sustained achievement. 

Ploughing through lots of new content might lead to misconceptions or gaps. It is not wasted time 

or a lack of ‘progress’. This is potentially a good opportunity to help pupils become fluent in key 

aspects of the curriculum and thus lay solid foundations for further learning. Building in frequent 

opportunities to consolidate prior learning and avoiding rushing through lots of new content will 

help. Of course, it is reasonable to introduce some new content, as the closure persists for several 

months, but difficult concepts may need to wait until they return. 

Information about further reading for Post 16 courses has also been placed on the website. We 

are also preparing a similar document for key stage 4 for those year 9s who are thinking ahead. 

The KS4 and KS5 course information can be found here. KS4 and KS5. 

Our support in this area will continue to develop in term 5. Training of staff is taking place via 

materials sent to them and conferences over Zoom. 

With regards the examination classes Ofqual have just released their report. It along with a letter 

to students is attached. This is in line with our thoughts apart from the fact that we were going to 

share results with students. The guidelines have clearly prohibited this. Like you, we will be digesting 

the report to move forwards. Our thoughts here are with our year 11 and 13 students. The normal 

rhythms of the school have been taken away and disrupted the final examinations and closure 

that the system brings. Do help them remember how they have grown and what amazing young 

people they are. We will communicate further after the holidays. 

Thank you again for all your support and ideas on improvements over the last two weeks. I would 

like to wish you all a happy Easter. 

Yours faithfully 

Andy Greenhough 

Headteacher 

 


