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Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are now at the end of term 5 and I can safely say that was the strangest term of my career so 

far. I do hope that you are safe and well physically and mentally. At the end of mental health 

awareness week, it is important to recognise the strain Covid 19 has placed on us all and that it is 

fine to have low moments as we continually adjust to a different way of life. I would like to thank 

you as parents and carers for all the work you have done in supporting your children whilst sharing 

technology and balancing your own working lives. It has not been easy. I would also like to 

recognise the work done by the teachers to try to continue the learning process in conjunction 

with balancing their home situation, poor wireless connections, old laptops, reading emails, setting 

work, feeding back to students, entering grades and ranking students for examinations. Our days, 

like yours are different, but it does feel like we are working longer days as we try to find the time 

within our days to communicate effectively and to work through new and unusual tasks. This often 

means we do work in pockets that can start at 7am and finish after 10pm. I told the staff in a 

virtual staff meeting this week that I would not like to have gone through this with any other team 

of staff. We will get through this together as we continue to link school and home. 

 

Response to government 

Information for secondary schools is still a little vague and movements have been made to have 

more ‘face to face’ time for years 10 and 12. It would be great to have all students back in 

school, but we must make sure that it is safe to do so. We have written separately to parents of 

years 10 and 12 informing them of how we will support their students in term 6. This will involve 

more live and pre-recorded lessons, subject teachers contacting students for an update on their 

progress and the invitation for more students to attend school in isolated ‘pods’. Again, this will 

probably change over the next few weeks as the whole country gradually exits, or not, from 

lockdown. 

The students of key workers and vulnerable students will be kept separate from the students in 

years 10 and 12 as we continue to minimise contact and keep to social distancing. 

We still have no further clarity on the students in years 7, 8 and 9 who many feel are more in need 

of contact from school. This is another area we are looking to develop, by considering carefully 

other models of working and our capacity for more online contact/teaching or work in school. 

There are so many variables here and we are still looking for more direction from the government.  
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Term 6 

We are now entering another term and this will be a fast changing picture. The situation for years 

10 and 12 will change as indicated as we support the students towards their examinations next 

year. Microsoft Teams is still new for key stage 3 students and we are working on the consistency of 

work that is set. 

Tutors are continuing to stay in touch with their tutees and this is an area we want to continue to 

develop, as this connection is crucial during this time. 

All trips are cancelled and there will be no formal examinations for years 7, 8 and 9 as previously 

planned. Teachers will continue to carry out assessments as part of the work being set. 

Transition for year 6 

Our transition programme will also be disrupted and look very different this year. The teachers 

have been able to communicate, virtually, with the primary schools and the same information 

can be gathered as in previous years. We are also going to pre-record an assembly and virtual 

tour with our teachers and potentially a virtual meeting with the students either one to one or in 

tutor groups. 

Holidays 

I agree with a number of parents that there will no work set for next week in the interest of 

wellbeing. It will be a time without any school work, unless the work is good for your wellbeing. The 

teachers will not be setting any additional tasks, leaving a break in readiness for term 6. 

Thank you for your understanding with the many decisions we are having to make. Whether you 

agree or disagree with our actions, they are driven by our core beliefs and experience of working 

with young people. I read recently that there are no right or wrong answers about how schools 

are dealing with the problems that currently face them in their own individual contexts. 

I hope we all find time for a break. 

Stay safe 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher 


