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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Many thanks for taking the time to fill out the questionnaires over the last few weeks to help with 

data to inform our planning. The government have still not expanded on their statement about 

‘face to face’ time for years 10 and 12 and we have run several scenarios.  
 We want nothing more than students back in school working again with their peers and teachers. 

However, this decision has to be combined with safety for all and the right learning outcomes. 

Having read the current guidance, we believe to have students in our school safely would mean 

constructing small classes of approximately 11 in ‘pods’ with the same children and the same staff 

working together. This may work for one lesson, however students study a variety of lessons and no 

11 students study the exact same lessons with the same teachers. For us, it seems counterintuitive 

to bring year 10s in to work independently and to only occasionally be taught by some of their 

teachers. All this on top of increasing the risk of students and staff being within the two-metre 

social distancing rule.  We have written a plan of this type, which we could introduce if we felt it 

was our best solution in the future – it would not allow students to stay in friendship groups or 

teaching groups. 

With this current situation in mind, our initial plan in term 6 is to continue to improve the online 

provision for year 10s by delivering work through Microsoft Teams and now begin to supplement 

this with some online 'live' and pre-recorded lessons to aid their independent learning. The majority 

of year 10 students will not immediately return to school.  
 
Having taken part in five back to back zoom meetings myself, we understand that five continuous 

live/pre-recorded online lessons is more difficult than normal lessons in school.  The school is 

therefore constructing a timetable to give breaks for independent work each day to both help 

with this and with the need to share technology at home. Teachers will also set up contact with 

their students either by phone call, a Team 'one to one' or using Teams in small groups. This 

contact is to support the learning journey and to identify any potential gaps in their learning. This 

next phase will start for year 12 on 1 June and year 10 on 8 June. A timetable for guidance will be 

sent out in the first week back allowing for independent work, blended with some live online and 

pre-recorded lessons. We will review this model very early in term 6.  

 

Your survey responses shows that transport would not be an issue in reopening the school more for 

year 10s and 12s, which is invaluable data in further decision making. Government changes may 

also allow a reduction of the restrictions as the R Value (transmission rate) reduces and the five 

critical questions are answered. The five questions can be found here. 

 

We also know that not all students are coping with online working and the lack of school structure. 

Some ‘Pods’ will be created in school from 8 June to support the students we feel can benefit by 

being in school. We will be contacting the parents of these students in the week beginning 1 June 

to give more information. These students will be selected from our records on progress during 

lockdown. A spreadsheet of data has been created through communication with all teachers 

and tutors to reflect our awareness of work completed and the communication of students’ 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52374513
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current circumstances.  

 

If there are any issues relating to the students selected, I am happy to answer any questions.  

Equally, tutors and teachers are available to answer questions from a subject basis. We may need 

to make decisions based partially on the number of students we can safely cater for onsite at any 

one time. We will continue to work with our identified ‘vulnerable children and key worker's 

children’ but, again, we will introduce new protocols to enable staff and students to be as safe as 

possible on site.  

 

I know we all have differing opinions about the restrictions that are in place and you may disagree 

with some of our current decisions but we are trying to decide the best possible route for 

all having collected data from our stakeholders and considering the available, often conflicting, 

advice. Year 10 students can be encouraged to use the chat and post facilities in 

Microsoft Teams as well as their school emails to keep in touch with subject teachers and pastoral 

staff who all value their feedback on their teaching and learning. 

 

Many thanks for your understanding at this time and please pass on my admiration to your 

sons/daughters on how they have worked and engaged with their teachers during these strange 

times.  

 

We are advising that the half term holiday is used as a break and no additional tasks will be set by 

the teachers, allowing for the break that we all need and enable us to return, albeit virtually rather 

than onsite, fresh in term 6. Stay safe. 

 

Best wishes 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  

 

 

 


