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Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

We are midway through June and lockdown is beginning to ease with more facilities and options 

being made available. Although it is important that we continue to keep our social distancing, this 

is a welcome relief for all of us. Like you, I have stayed in a 10 mile radius for the last 13 weeks and 

my daughter has not seen her grandparents since Christmas. The virtual world does help us all 

connect, and my weekly highlight is my family trying to help my mum access our Zoom quiz. This 

normally takes about 15 minutes and just gets funnier every week. Everyone’s emotions have 

been tested during this time and I can see that tensions are high and we all just want it to end. The 

reality is we are not quite ready. Our planning is looking at what September will look like as we 

await government guidelines. I do not envy their job, as whatever they announce will have flaws 

and issues. All we can do is strive to make the best of the information and apply to our own 

contexts. There will be more to follow on this.  

 

Current provision: Year 13 grades have all been entered and students are in limbo about what 

may happen next year. The world will return to normal, but in addition to not being able to sit 

examinations this year there is additional uncertainty about higher education this year too. Our 

sixth form team will continue to support students through this process. Year 12s are working well 

with a combination of live/pre-recorded lessons, independent work, and interactions with their 

teachers. This will continue until the end of the year and they also have mocks in the final weeks of 

this term.  

We have been very impressed with their application and dedication during this difficult time. Year 

11s have also had an uncertain time with their examinations taken away from them at the final 

hurdle. Like the Year 13s, we were expecting great results as their work ethic and effort during their 

GCSEs has been awesome. The year 11s have been completing bridging units for schools and 

colleges. Monday and Tuesday are also our induction days for the sixth form, which are all going 

to be held virtually. Other schools and Bath college are all holding similar events as we all support 

them in the next transition of their lives. Good luck to all.  

 

The year 10s have also adapted well to a mixture of independent work and live/pre-recorded 

lessons. This has been another change, but the majority are interacting well with their teachers. It is 

clearly not working for all and we have invited 40 additional students into school to support with 

the necessary IT equipment, and teachers are on hand for any questions. For years 7,8 and 9 we 

have been looking at how we can combine their experience with more interactions from staff.  

 

There have been many issues to this journey and the majority we have overcome. We do have 

concerns that this increased provision may disadvantage some students further and we will 

continue to find ways to support these students. Most key stage 3 students have adapted very 

well and produced some fantastic work without their normal classroom experience, further 

highlighting how fantastic and adaptable they are.  
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From Wednesday, we are going to run a mixture of live and pre-recorded lessons for years 7, 8 

and 9. A timetable and letter have been sent to Ks3 students by Mr Chantry outlining when the 

lessons will be and guidance for students on how this will work. In the simple version, students will 

have invites to each lesson which will be clear via Teams. This will be the last change we make this 

year as we know they have moved from Insight to Teams and finally to live/pre-recorded 

interaction. We are anticipating no further changes to our provision for the last four weeks of this 

term in any year group.  

 

I would like to add my appreciation to all students who have worked so hard during lockdown in a 

completely different way of working. I am always inspired by students and how they have 

adapted to this huge change is amazing. As teachers we are desperate to get the students back 

into school. We are also working on the consistency of teachers sticking to the guidelines that we 

have planned. There will be issues, but hopefully the last four weeks will have a consistent rhythm 

following a period of constant change. We are continuing to offer training around work 

commitments and staff are sharing good practice. They have only been using Teams for one 

month and we are continuing to support them.  

 

National Writing Day - Wednesday 24 June. This will be the fourth annual celebration of the power 

of writing creatively, inspiring people of all ages and abilities to try writing for fun and self-

expression. To celebrate this day, the English Department will be posting some fun and engaging 

resources on the day via Teams. Students can also take part in a national competition led by First 

Story.  

 

They will be launching 'the simple writing call to action’: the #247challenge. The challenge is 

intended as a moment of unity, of freedom and – most importantly – of fun where students, 

teachers – and anyone who wants to be involved – can enjoy writing together and take a 

moment to express themselves.  

 

To find out more and to take part in the challenge you can visit: https://firststory.org.uk/writeday/.  

You will also find further activities to help celebrate the day.  

 

As always thank you again for your patience and the support for your children around your own 

lives during this time.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  

https://firststory.org.uk/writeday/

