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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

I hope that Easter has been a safe one for you, your family and friends. Although the last two 

weeks have been technically a holiday, in reality it has been four weeks of isolation. Hopefully, like 

me, the holidays have been filled with shameful amounts of chocolate followed by a Joe Wicks 

workout to hide the guilt.   
 

The school opened in the second week of Easter to support parents of key workers. Our thoughts 

continue to be with the people in our community who are working in difficult conditions on a daily 

basis. It is great to see this work being recognised by everyone and how the ninety nine year old 

Yorkshireman Captain Tom Moore is walking a hundred laps of his garden and raised over 

18 million pounds for the NHS. This just highlights the power of one person to unite and bring out 

the kindness and appreciation in us all. 

  

The school farm has continued to grow over the holidays and the chickens, pygmy goats, goats 

and ducks have been joined by some cockerels. Apologies to neighbours close to the school, as 

they are very vocal. They are temporary while the lockdown continues. Thank you to volunteers, 

led by Mr Winchcombe, for the upkeep of our growing livestock.  
 

The National education system will soon be entering its third week of home learning and this is a 

varied picture across the country. It is important to recognise that this is a new frontier for 

schools, parents and students. We are trying to find the best path through with only a little training 

or support for parents and teachers in this new era.  

We are also concerned about the potential digital divide and those students who do not have 

access to broadband or a computer. For the parents who have contacted us we have arranged 

for hard copies and materials to be delivered to those families where printers, broadband or 

sharing computers has been an issue. If this is still a significant problem you can contact Mrs 

Roberts either on 01225 838901 or email enquiries@ralphallenschool.com and we will look at what 

we may be able to do to help.  
 

Our plan for phase two was outlined in the previous letter and will now involve working on 

methods to interact with the teacher. Work will continue to be set on Insight for all years and 

interactions will start in years 10 and 12 and then looking to further support in years 7 to 9 as we 

move forwards. We will not begin with any live lessons using video conferencing and we initially 

want to work on building the confidence of our staff and students using Microsoft Teams to allow 

students to gain feedback on their work. This will be reviewed throughout term 5. A few staff may 

pilot other software within Teams with some selected groups to trial our online learning capacity 

whilst working within our safeguarding protocols. We will provide you will details of how to access 

Teams and your child will get an email when the class has been set up.   
 

As a school we recognise that for most parents teaching is not your chosen profession and you 

have been put into a situation that is, to say the least, out of the ordinary. We also recognise that 

we have a wealth of talent and strength among our student cohort and they will have to use their 

independent skills over the coming term. This will help them to develop further but we recognise 
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that students will still need support. We would ask that you encourage and praise your children’s 

effort, help them set routines and ask them to explain what they are doing. You may also enjoy 

finding out some new information to support them in their learning. If your child is having any 

difficulty working at home, they can still contact their tutor or Head of House.  
 

We are also aware of the divide that is going to be created by an absence in consistency in 

students’ learning at this time and are planning ways to address this on their return. The most 

important things are to be safe and try to keep some routine, get plenty of exercise and 

sleep and to be mindful of the danger of harming relationships at, what for some, will be a time of 

anxiety. We are also looking at ways for teachers to manage what will be a mountain of work at 

the end of isolation. We are not in a position where we can mark all this work, which is why finding 

methods to interact at an earlier stage makes this more manageable.   
 

For the examination classes in Year 11 and 13 we have been digesting the guidance put out by 

the government on the last day before the holidays and will be writing to the parents in those year 

groups informing them of next steps. This situation is far from ideal but we are looking into the best 

way forward for our students.  
 

Many thanks for all your support through this crisis. Your patience, hard work at home, and your 

understanding is appreciated by the school community. We will continue to update on a regular 

basis. The school will be open again for parents of key workers and vulnerable students from 

Monday 20 April. Stay safe and sane!  
 

Best wishes  

 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


