
               
                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Headteacher: Andy Greenhough BSC (Hons) 
Deputy Headteacher: John Chantry BA (Hons)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Company number: 8061092                                                                                                                                   
 Respect     ●     Teamwork     ●      Personal Best   

16 March 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As you know, we are having to make many decisions with regards the safety and learning of our 

students during this current time. We are working exceptionally hard to weather the difficulties and 

make the right decisions for the Ralph Allen community. This is not easy when the situation 

changes daily, even hourly, as does the government advice. 

Closure is a very serious matter, both in itself and because of the impact on the many key workers 

we number in our parent body, and others who will be hard to substitute for employers. It would 

not be done lightly, or without public health awareness. If the school is to close, the decision will 

be made by Public Health England. The government will be updating about the situation on a 

daily basis. 

I am sure you share my concern and have been thinking in amongst the flurries of communication 

how this will impact your family, friends and children’s schools. We will help in any way we can, 

both whilst the school remains open, and if we are forced to close.  

The following advice still applies to all students and staff: 

To support the delay of the spread of the virus, the Department for Health and Social Care has 

asked anyone who shows certain symptoms to stay at home for 7 days, regardless of whether they 

have travelled to affected areas. This means people should stay at home and avoid all but 

essential contact with others for 7 days from the point of displaying mild symptoms, to slow the 

spread of infection. 

The symptoms are: 

 A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) 

 A new, continuous cough 
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You do not need to call NHS 111 to stay at home. If your symptoms worsen during your stay at 

home period or are no better after 7 days contact NHS 111 online at 111.nhs.uk. If you have no 

internet access, you should call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999. 

Current advice remains in place: no education or children’s social care setting should close in 

response to a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health 

England. 

The Chief Medical Officer has advised that the impact of closing schools on both children’s 

education and on the workforce will be substantial, but the benefit to public health may not be. 

Decisions on future advice to schools will be taken based on the latest and best scientific 

evidence, which at this stage suggests children are a lower risk group. 

Full details are shown in the following link. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan 

School situations vary of course, but I would like to reassure you that this week, we will be working 

on:  

 Self-isolation management in the school community when needed  

 Arrangements for possible distance learning wherever possible, assuming things develop 

with more closures and partial closures 

 Risk assessments for any particular event, and sometimes a decision as to whether a 

particular event goes ahead (again, vulnerability of some individuals is an issue at times) 

 Keeping up with the developing national picture and related public health advice 

 Monitoring staff developments as we already have some self-isolation but no confirmed 

cases. This will mean we have a higher than normal staff absence. 

 

In the immediate future we have decided to cancel the year 7 parents evening on Thursday 19 

March. This also means that there will be no early closure and the school day will end at 3.15pm. 

The only other event that has been cancelled so far is the Year 10 DofE Mendip trip. Ms Fox will 

update on further arrangements. The decision to cancel any event is done by thinking about 

safety first. Further communication will follow this week as we are informed of changes. 

Yours faithfully,  

Andy Greenhough 

Headteacher  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan

