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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Our lives prior to lockdown seem a distant memory as we have adjusted to temporary changes 

which are now beginning to extend much further than anyone wants. In fact, on the 23 March, 

Boris Johnson said we were going into lockdown for three weeks and here we are 13 weeks later. 

Although, like you, we have been placed in a position we do not want, I do agree with the 

reasons behind the decisions, as we must protect the lives of those around us no matter the 

inconvenience we feel. The communities in which we live have been amazing throughout as we 

all come together in a common experience.  It is hoped that this community spirit continues long 

after lockdown when working from home with a child tugging at your shirt asking what x equals, 

while trying to make decisions about the context of your own work are a long distant memory.  

 

We have also had to cope with seeing our own children react differently to the lockdown, as we 

are conscious of their mental health. I would like to thank you again for your patience and 

recognise the hardships you have all had to endure during this time.  No one is underestimating 

the lengths you have gone to support your own children through this. 

 

Update of current school situation 

The number of students in school has risen to 36 this week and we have separated year 10 

students from lower years as we prepare to welcome more year 10s from Monday 15 June. This 

week has been a good test with smaller numbers to enable us to organise in separate pods, 

which are kept to different areas of the school, in readiness for increased numbers of students. A 

full risk assessment has been carried out and preparations are in place to minimise the risk to staff 

and students. From Monday, we will be staffing five different rooms as we try to support more 

students in year 10. We have already written to the parents of selected students to invite them into 

school. Can I please urge parents who are sending students to school that if they are showing any 

symptoms of the virus, the students must stay at home and the parents should notify the school.  

 

Year 10 and 12 are now having live and pre-recorded lessons, which are well attended. Year 12s 

are in full swing of things now and year 10s are five days in and adjusting well. Unless further 

changes are announced, we will keep the provision for 10s and 12s in this format until the end of 

the year. We are also looking at how we can extend this offer to students in years 7, 8 and 9 as we 

balance the capacity of staff with the needs of students. All students should now be interacting 

via teams and receiving feedback and correspondence with their teachers. Microsoft Teams tutor 

meetings will be starting next week. Please do not hesitate to contact your tutor or your teacher if 

you are having any technical difficulties or issues with the work set. 
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All communications and the celebration of work can be found on the ‘Home learning’ tab of the 

website, https://www.ralphallenschool.com/1824/coronavirus-letters and the assembly recordings 

have been uploaded to teams so students can view.  

 

September 

As term 6 speeds along, we are now entering the planning stage for the next academic year and 

considering how this will look. Currently, the information coming from the government suggests 

that September will not begin with all year groups back on the first day. Although we are not keen 

to do unnecessary planning, we have to acknowledge that at present alternative models may be 

required in case we are not in a position where we can welcome all students back at the 

beginning of term. We are hoping decisions and guidance will be given prior to the summer 

holidays but it is more likely that it will be August when more information is available on the spread 

of the virus in the country as a whole.  

 

I will continue to update everyone on any decisions during the summer break so that you are fully 

aware of our approaches. Our feelings here are that September should involve every year group 

being in school and supported by their teachers in the classroom. There will be more on this issue 

to follow over the coming weeks. 

 

Stay safe and we will be in contact soon with any updates to what we currently know. 

 

Kind Regards  

 

Andy Greenhough  

Headteacher  
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