
 

 

 

2019/20  Catch Up Premium Interventions and Progress Report 

Catch Up Funding is a government initiative introduced in September 2012, which provides 

school with an additional £500 for each year 7 pupil who has not achieved the standard 

expectations in reading or mathematics (ie a scaled score of 100) reported at the end of 

Key Stage 2. The school entitlement is calculated by the number of pupils reported in the 

autumn census returns for Key Stage 2 assessments. 

The school is required to assess the needs of all Year 7 students on entry to decide upon the 

best way to deploy the funding for maximum impact. 

 

How is Catch Up Funding used at Ralph Allen School? 

Programmes and strategies are selected for use via a process of screening, analysis and 

review. Programmes are varied and often bespoke. Data is produced to monitor the 

following interventions: 

• Specialist tuition 

• Intensive catch up small group intervention:  

- Springboard Literacy 

- Springboard Numeracy 

• Bespoke reading, writing, spelling and numeracy programmes 

• 1:1 Speech and Language intervention 

• EAL additional teaching 

• An accelerated reading programme 

 

Other strategies are also implemented which successfully impact on emotional resilience 

and academic progress: 

• Class subject support 

• Individual or small group support for organisation, homework 

• Social, emotional and behaviour programmes and individual mentoring 

• Nurturing groups and 1:1 mentoring for emotional wellbeing 

• Drop-in support for vulnerable pupils, including break and lunch time supervision 

• Thrive 

• Educational Psychologist reviews for SEND assessment 

• Speech and Language Specialist reviews for SEND assessment 

• Children’s Mental Health referrals 

• Occupational therapist referrals 

• Attendance intervention 

• Enrichment workshops 

 



Summary of intervention for year 7 students for whom ‘catch-up’ funding was received. 

Sept 2019 to July 2020 

The amount of intervention provided was severely reduced by the closure of the school due 

to Covid-19. 

 

45 students benefitted from some form of intervention last year.  

27 different students received literacy intervention courses for reading or spelling, five 

receiving both interventions.  

• The average increase in spelling score was over a year.  

• The highest increase in spelling score was three years.  

• 18 students received Tutor Time reading intervention.  

• Nine students were given a course in handwriting.  

(See below)  

 

16 students received numeracy intervention.  

The average increase in score out of 70 was 23 marks (from 30 to 53) 

The average number of correctly answered topics went from 7.7 to 18.2 (out of 28) 

Before intervention only one student could put fractions, decimals and negative numbers in 

order but, at the end of the intervention, 9 of the 13 who were retested could do so. 

After intervention, all the students could choose the correct metric unit for measuring mass, 

length or capacity whereas only three could at the start. At the start only two students were 

able to get all the subtraction questions correct, whereas 10 out of the 13 retested students 

could do even the most difficult subtractions by the end of the course. (See below)  

Eight students benefitted from the daily lunchtime homework club.  

 

Literacy intervention for funded students 2019 - 2020 

Reading intervention  

22 students received reading intervention. Half of the students had an initial reading age of 

below 8 years 9 months; three of whom had a reading age below 8 years with the lowest 

initial reading age being 6 years 4 months.  

The increase in reading ages ranged from minus 1 year 3 months to 2 years 9 months.  

The average (mean) increase in reading age was 11.1 months despite the large decrease 

by one student.  

Two students increased by 2 years 6 months or more.  

Over half of the students (55%) improved their reading age by over a year.  

 

  



Spelling intervention  

14 students attended the spelling intervention course.  

Ten students were re-tested at the end of the course and their average (mean) increase in 

spelling age was 12.9 months.  

The change in spelling age was from 1 month decrease to 2 years increase.  

Over a quarter (30%), increased their spelling age by over a year and a half; one of whom 

increased it by 2 years  

 

Writing organisation  

Nineteen students benefitted from this course, nearly half (47%) of whom achieved Level 2.  

 

 

 

Numeracy intervention for funded students 2018 – 19 

This year, for the first time, all students in year 7 were given a screening test in September with 

an extension section where suitable. From these results, small groups of funded students with 

a similar knowledge profile were chosen to work together on missing skills. The sessions were 

tailored to the needs of the students in each particular group. Students with the most gaps 

in their knowledge attended the first groups and they tended to have a longer period of 

intervention than later groups, although they would not necessarily cover all strands. (This 

would depend on the individual group).  

A typical group would receive intervention for three to four weeks. A total of 31 students 

attended Springboard Maths intervention during the year. The complete course consists of 

28 targeted skills (strands). 20 of these are number based, the remaining eight sections are 

on shape space and measure. The number of strands mastered before intervention ranged 

from 1 to 13 with an average (mean) of 8.3. After intervention, the strands mastered ranged 

from 1 to 28; one student did not master any new strands. Four students succeeded to master 

all 28. The average increased to 21.1, an average increase of nearly 13. One student rose 

from 7 to all 28 strands mastered!  

The initial marks of the 31 students ranged from 8 to 49 with an average score of 32. After 

intervention the marks ranged from 8 to 70 with an average score of 57. Four students 

achieved all 70 marks, and three students increased their score by more than 40 marks.  

Over half (55%) of the 31 students had mastered all the Shape, Space and Measures strands 

by the end of the course. 


