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What we’ll cover today:

• Admissions Statements & 
Contextual Offers

• The UCAS application process

• Personal statement top tips

bristol.ac.uk 



Understanding 
admissions statements

• Before you apply to university, it is important that 
you have a clear understanding of the entry 
requirements for your chosen course

• Admissions statements can be found on 
Russell Group / selective university websites –
these outline how the admissions team assess 
your UCAS application

• Not every uni will have an admissions statement!

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/admissions-statements/

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/admissions-statements/


Understanding 
admissions statements

Admissions statements may include:

✓Grade weightings 

✓Minimum GCSE grades required in Maths
or English

✓Interview details

✓Additional tests such as LNAT / UCAT

✓Work experience (Veterinary Science)

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/admissions-statements/

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/admissions-statements/


Example: Veterinary Science

This shows a variety of academic entry requirements, 
including standard and contextual A level offers 

required for the course

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2022/vet-science/bvsc-veterinary-science/

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2022/vet-science/bvsc-veterinary-science/


Example: Veterinary Science

This shows additional entry requirements, such as 
GCSE Maths and English, etc.

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2022/vet-science/bvsc-veterinary-science/

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2022/vet-science/bvsc-veterinary-science/


Example: Veterinary Science

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2022/vet-science/bvsc-veterinary-science/

The full Entry Requirements for each course can be 
found on that course’s Admission Statement – usually 
found in the entry requirements section on a webpage

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2022/vet-science/bvsc-veterinary-science/


Example: Accounting

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/media/undergraduate/admissions-statements/2022/accounting.pdf

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/media/undergraduate/admissions-statements/2022/accounting.pdf


Standard vs. Contextual Offer

• Standard offers are generally which grades we expect aspiring Bristol 
University students to achieve in order to succeed on their chosen 
course

• Our contextual offer is a grade reduction of up to two grades below 
the standard entry requirements and is made to those from 
backgrounds who are historically less likely to come to Bristol. Once 
here, data shows that our contextual offer students achieve above 
average academically.

• Check if you’re eligible for a contextual offer from UoB →
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-
qualifications/contextual-offers/

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/


http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/

Contextual offers

Check our website in June for up-to-date info on how we make 
contextual offers

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/


The UCAS application 
process

• Online through UCAS (www.ucas.com)

• Write 1 application

• Send to up to 5 choices – different unis/courses

• Apply during first term of Year 13

• Application timeline – October or January

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-to-university

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-to-university


March

Deadline for some art & design courses

15th January

UCAS deadline for the majority of Undergraduate courses

15th October 

Deadlines for Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science

September 

UCAS applications open

UCAS Timeline



The Application

✓Personal details

✓Education and qualifications

✓Employment history

✓Personal statement → Personal statements 
account for between 0% - 70% weighting of 
application, dependant on University

✓Teacher’s reference



bristol.ac.uk/<add URL>

Hearing back

• Timeline depends on 
when you receive offers

• Wait until you receive all 
offers to make a decision 
– you will not be 
punished!

• Post-offer holder visit 
days

• Firm, Insurance, Decline

Receive 
all offers 
by March

Deadline 
to respond: 

May

Receive 
all offers 
by May

Deadline 
to respond: 

June

Receive 
all offers 
by June

Deadline 
to respond: 

June



• If you exceeded the terms of your Firm offer – you 
are eligible for Adjustment, think about if you 
want to “upgrade” your offer for a different 
University/course

• If you met the terms of your Firm offer –
congratulations, you have a place!

• If you did not meet the terms of your offer, but 
have not yet been “released” on UCAS to your 
insurance, you may still have a place 
➢ Universities operate a “near-miss” system for candidates who 

just missed their offer. This is done automatically and will not 
change if you contact the University. You may also be offered a 
different but similar course instead of the one you applied for

Confirmation: your FIRM choice



• If you did not get your Firm choice, but you did get 

your Insurance choice - Congratulations, you have 

a place at university!

• Not happy with your place? You will need to be 

“released into Clearing” – which can be very 

stressful. Make sure your insurance choice is 

somewhere you would be happy to go.

• No vacancy list is published, just get in touch 

directly with the University

• If you decide to adjust, you need to make it clear 

to the institution you are talking to; they will “pick 

you out” of UCAS. You can only have ONE 

adjustment offer

If you are eligible for ADJUSTMENT

Your INSURANCE choice



• If you did not get your Firm or Insurance choice, 

you are in CLEARING automatically – UCAS Track 

should give you a Clearing Number which some 

institutions may ask for when calling

• Timing is everything – courses fill up as soon as 

phone lines open

• Some universities will need you to call THEN email 

– trust the system they use

• Many people gain a place through Clearing that 

they then love 

• If you cannot find a course or institution you want to 

go to, take some time, maybe a gap year, and apply 

again

• You can apply to a University that you declined or 

may have rejected you in the application phase.

CLEARING



Personal statement top 
tips

✓Show don’t tell – write about 
specific examples
✓Tailor your comments to your subject
✓Understand the course
✓Don’t list examples
✓Be yourself



The Personal Statement is trying 

to answer the question:

“Why should I be allowed to 

study this subject at 

university?”

So the sooner you start reading 

and experiencing things you can 

talk about… the better!



Suggested structure

4. Extra- curricular activities

3. Relevant academic activities/ experience

2. A paragraph of independent research

1. Your reasons for wanting to study a course



Use the STAR method

Situation- Briefly describe the situation and 
important facts

Task- What did you need to do/achieve?

Action- What did you do

Result- Was your action successful, and more 
importantly, what did you learn?



Example response using STAR

• Situation: During my work experience placement,  

• Task: I was asked to assist in a minor surgical operation 
alongside the qualified technicians.

• Action: I made sure to meet with the technicians prior to 
the surgery to learn how I could best assist them in that 
situation. I also asked if they could run through a few 
scenarios with me before the actual surgery, so I knew 
exactly what to expect and how to react in a few different 
situations.

• Result: As a result, the surgery ran smoothly. I also think 
that was when I started to build some positive relations 
with the technical team, because they asked me to help 
them out again next time.



Next Steps

✓Be proactive – research different universities 
and courses NOW

✓Attend Open Day events at the universities 
you are interested in 

✓Read around your chosen subject

✓Take part in some relevant work experience / 
taster days

✓Study hard!



THANK YOU


