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Academic excellence for young people

Sixth Form Prospectus
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Academic excellence for girls and boys 

Ralph Allen School headline exam statistics 2019

A Level results summary

34% A/A*

63% A*-B

84% A*-C

Sixth Form destinations:  

The majority of Year 13 students plan to go on to higher education;  
Three have accepted places at Oxbridge in 2019. 

Three have accepted places to study medicine in 2019.

Many students take gap years.

There are currently approximately 200 students in the sixth form.

We offer level 3 courses (A levels in approx. 20 subjects and two  
vocational courses, BTEC in Sport and in Travel and Tourism).

“The sixth form is very well led and managed.  

High-quality leadership, effective teaching that 

challenges students and strong relationships enable 

students to make consistently good progress and 

become confident young adults. It is clear that the 

sixth form is a strength of the school and students are 

extremely positive about their experiences.”

OFSTED 2018
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Ralph Allen School has a thriving and successful sixth 

form. We are ambitious for our students and we provide 

excellent teaching. Our outstanding results are a 

consequence of our unique combination of high quality 

teaching and tutoring, superb facilities and a firm belief 

that when you inspire a young person to learn the world 

can be a really exciting place in which to work and 

study. In the sixth form we will begin a new journey, 

encouraging our students to develop an awareness of 

contemporary issues, to acquire life-long skills and to 

show initiative both within and outside school. We want 

our students to strive for excellence and to be an active 

part of this school community. The time our students 

spend in the sixth form should be positive, challenging, 

purposeful and fun. 

Broad and balanced curriculum

In the sixth form our staff lead, teach and inspire our 

young people. We form a powerful and expert team. 

By combining work shadowing, community work, peer 

mentoring, the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, 

music performances, drama productions, Model 

United Nations, independent study time, projects (such 

as the extended project qualification or our student 

newspaper), recreational sport, employability skills and 

our personal, social and health education, we provide 

a broad and balanced curriculum for our young 

learners and future leaders. The experiences of our 

former students demonstrate that this programme 

works.  We are always looking at innovations and ways 

in which we can improve further. 

The Sixth Form community

We welcome students from many schools into Ralph 

Allen School sixth form. We succeed by making new 

students quickly feel part of the community and 

recognising them for what they bring as well as what 

they can develop. Students who made the choice to 

be at Ralph Allen School in Year 7 and stay on into the 

sixth form also appreciate the new responsibility given 

to them, and their passion to learn advanced level 

subjects is a real credit to them all. It is why we are so 

pleased to say that our students continue to choose 

to stay here throughout the post 16 phase of their 

education whenever appropriate courses are on offer 

for them.

Please enjoy researching your next steps. We look 

forward to working with you in the future.

Ms Jackie Haggett, Head of Sixth Form
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Welcome from the 
Head of Sixth Form

We would like to extend a special welcome to Ralph Allen School Sixth Form.  
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Do not try to...[teach] a great many things.  
Awaken people’s curiosity.  It is enough to open 
minds; do not overload them.  Put there just a spark.  
If there is some good inflammable stuff, it will surely 
set fire.  Anatole France
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Academic Excellence
Ralph Allen School has a reputation for 

extremely high academic standards that 

many schools would envy.  The reasons for 

this are well-established good practice in 

the subject areas, excellent teaching, and 

positive professional relationships between 

staff and students.

We encourage our students to involve 

themselves in the life of the sixth form in 

many different ways, which helps defuse 

some of the acknowledged pressures of 

sixth form academic life.  A student who 

is navigating across Exmoor on a Duke of 

Edinburgh expedition finds it harder to be 

fretting about an upcoming assessment; 

similarly, the students having fun preparing 

our annual Sixth Form Revue are also gaining 

a sense of perspective on their studies.

There is so much more to a fantastic sixth 

form experience than just preparing for 

exams.  

For most, it can be a unique and 

unrepeatable time, since we only live those 

years once.  

Ofsted recognised these strengths in their 

April 2018 report, and commented that at 

Ralph Allen sixth form ‘Students demonstrate 

impressive levels of understanding in their 

lessons and can speak eloquently about their 

work. They also appreciate the additional 

support which they receive outside the 

classroom, such as that to enable them to 

apply for Oxford and Cambridge universities 

and for subjects such as medicine. Students 

are equally pleased with the support they 

receive for considering routes other than 

university.’ Ofsted 2018

Top universities are now asking for 

challenging grades, and our staff know that 

it is our role to support students in achieving 

them.  The weight of experience counts for a 

lot as exam specifications change regularly.

In 2019, 84% of A level grades were A*-C.

‘Dreams can become a reality when we possess a 
vision that is characterized by the willingness to work 
hard, a desire for excellence, and a belief in our right 
and our responsiblity to be equal members of society.’  

Janet Jackson ‘The high standard 
of teaching, UCAS 

guidance and excellent 
results have enabled 

both my children to go 
to the university of  

their choice.’   

Parent

84% of A level 
Grades were  

A*-C, 2019
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‘Pupils value highly the 
support they get from 
teachers, which helps 
them to improve their 

work.’ 

OFSTED APRIL 2018
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Support Network
Dedicated tutor

The cornerstone of our student support in 

the sixth form is the tutor group.  Our Year 

12/13 vertical tutoring system ensures that 

students have both the daily advice of their 

experienced tutor and peer support.

Many students are interested in Higher 

Education.  A dedicated member of staff 

coordinates the whole UCAS process 

for students, and the expertise of our 

experienced staff is invaluable as they guide 

students carefully through the complex UCAS 

application procedure.  

Specialist help is on hand for those students 

interested in elite universities, or who may 

have special entry requirements placed 

upon them, such as the submission of an

 

essay, or an interview.  Expert speakers 

regularly visit sixth form students through the 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)

programme. 

After the sixth form some students may 

prefer to have a gap year, while others are 

interested in apprenticeships and sponsored 

learning or full time employment.  Dedicated 

careers advice, a careers officer based 

at Ralph Allen School, access to local 

employers, and work shadowing all help 

students to choose the best path for them 

and to decide on future options.  Exam 

success will open doors for students, giving 

them a wider range of choices, and the 

evidence is that Ralph Allen students make 

outstanding progress in the sixth form and in 

the future.

A supportive team

Students can expect a real team effort 

to support them, to enable them to be 

work-ready and life-ready when they leave 

us.  ‘Typical comments in the responses to 

Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey, spoke 

of the school as “warm and friendly”, 

with “enthusiastic” teachers.’ Ofsted 2018 

The pressures on young people can be 

considerable, and sometimes we need to 

remind ourselves of our core values: respect, 

personal best and team work, all of which 

help our students through this exciting but 

challenging time in their lives.  

The tes @anthonyseldon: “A great school is calm, it is 
focused, it has a sense of moral worth.”

Sir Anthony Seldon FRSA, FRHistS, FKC

‘Being at Ralph 
Allen made me the 
person I am today 

and gave me some 
incredible memories.’ 
Guy Turner, ex senior 

student, currently 
studying for a degree 
apprenticeship with 

Dyson

‘Parents and carers 
are overwhelmingly 
positive about the 
quality of care and 

education their 
children receive.’ 

OFSTED APRIL 2018

Elia de Matteis 
won Institution 
of Mechanical 

Engineers’ 
undergraduate 

scholarship, 
presented to the 

top six engineering 
students in the UK
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Learning to lead
One of our priorities is to give the sixth form 

students genuine chances to lead and to 

be part of our decision making. As future 

young leaders the chance to learn how to 

manage projects, to meet deadlines, to work 

as a team and to see the end results of their 

efforts and negotiations is very rewarding 

and is valued in employment. 

A wealth of opportunities

These opportunities are very varied; from 

supporting year 7 pupils with their reading to 

attendance at Ralph Allen School leadership 

meetings. Our students organise their year 

13 ball, the whole school Christmas Revue 

sketch show, Children in Need charity events, 

placements at the Royal United Hospital,  

Post 16 subject choice briefings for year 11 

and the sixth form newspaper, amongst 

other activities.

Student voice

We also have a well-established school 

council as we value student voice. Our 

students have already had an impact 

on our campus designs, our environment 

group, our use of the school virtual learning 

environment, our reporting schedules 

and our plans for the Lee Centre and the 

campus. The sixth form have their own sixth 

form council which meets every week and 

supports the day to day running of the Lee 

Centre as well as our future planning of 

charity events and guest speaker visits. The 

school council is also a great chance to work 

with younger students and to engage them 

in the decision making at school – to lead by 

example. 

‘My experience at RAS enabled me to independently 
make my own decisions which were right for me at 
the time when I was there. It taught me how to be 
confident in who I am and gave me motivation to 
achieve my sport and academic goals’. 

Serena Guthrie, England Netball, Commonwealth 
gold medal winner

‘All our children have 
been at Ralph Allen 
– all have had a top 
class education and 
have left as happy 
rounded people.  

Couldn’t better it.’  

Parent

COMMONWEALTH 
GOLD IN NETBALL.

2018, Serena Guthrie

The headteacher has 
‘developed a strong 
culture of ambition 

and aspiration among 
both staff and pupils.’ 

OFSTED APRIL 2018
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Those special little extras
Super-curricular learning

Super-curricular learning opportunities 

are those which help students to develop 

and extend their learning beyond their A 

level subjects and are especially important 

for those students aiming to apply for 

challenging courses such as medicine and 

courses at Russell Group universities.  In Bath 

we are fortunate to have a wealth of such 

opportunities in the form of public lectures 

at the University of Bath and the Bath Royal 

Literary and Scientific Society (BRLSI).  There 

are also numerous online courses and lectures 

which students can access.  Each month we 

publish a super-curricular update which is sent 

to all students and parents to inform them of 

these opportunities.

Co-curricular learning

Co-curricular learning opportunities are 

vitally important, and the diversity provides 

something for everyone.  The range is 

extended every year – the latest on offer are 

after-school clubs in Creative Writing and 

Dance.  Enrichment is provided through the 

weekly timetabled ‘Wednesday Windows’ as 

well as our Griffin week. 

Lego Robotics

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

(STEM) related activities are particularly strong 

at Ralph Allen.  The school runs a Lego club, 

and many students participate in the annual 

Lego Robotics competition. We also run a 

Cipher Club for those keen code breakers.

Excellence in sport

From our elite athletes who attend specialist 

training programmes at the University of Bath, 

to team games in PE lessons and weekly 

clubs, we offer a wide range of sports for 

all our students – including football, rugby, 

cricket, netball, hockey and table tennis.

Ralph Allen students regularly reach county 

and national level in different sports such as 

athletics, tennis, fencing and netball.  Our 

own facilities are extended by visits to the 

University of Bath – for example, for track 

sports day and tennis competition finals.

‘It was (and is) a brilliant school that made me 
feel welcome the second I arrived. I made lifelong 
friends, and am still in touch with some of the 
teachers there too.  It taught me a lot – not just 
academically, but about how life works generally.’ 

Danny Wallace, Actor and Comedy Writer; former 
Senior Student/Head Boy
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  ‘Ralph Allen is truly 
providing the best 
education for both  

our children, and we 
highly recommend  
the school to all.’  

Parent

ANNUAL 
HOUSE MUSIC 
COMPETITIONS

 

‘Sixth form students  
feel fully involved in  

the life of the school.’

OFSTED APRIL 2018
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Excellence in drama 
and music
Because creativity is key

At Ralph Allen, we focus on the students 

pursuing their better selves and we feel 

that it is important to offer something that is 

emotional, creative and fun.

We believe that drama and music increase 

students’ ability to think outside the box with 

imagination and vision. Drama students 

are expected to critique their own and 

others’ processes and this develops a lively 

questioning mind that is helpful for life. Music 

is a key part of our lives and is everywhere. 

Learning a musical instrument and partaking 

in performances helps students to develop 

time management skills and discipline. 

Sixth form students and A level Theatre 

Studies students play a key role in our whole 

school productions, with this year’s main 

lead roles being played by sixth formers. They 

bring experience and support to our younger 

students and we are always pleased to have 

them involved in productions.  

A level practical exams are always 

performed as evening events and students, 

friends and family are welcome to attend.  

We also encourage our A level students to 

perform their practical work to their peers.

Sixth form students participate in all music 

clubs.  This year they are taking the lead 

with the orchestra, jazz band, soul band and 

Bach to Broadway Choir.  

When Winston Churchill was asked to cut arts 
funding in favour of the war effort, he simply replied, 
“then what are we fighting for?”

“Creativity is valued 
and enhanced”

EX-STUDENT

Various  
productions take 
place across the 

whole year

“Thank you to all RA 
staff for your endless 

support and guidance; 
my boy has been 

accepted to Leeds 
School of Music. We are 
so thankful and proud 
of him and the school”

EX-PARENT
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Transforming Facilities, 
Transforming Lives

Ralph Allen School is situated within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty on the southern edge of Bath.  Part of the beautiful Bath skyline with the 
University of Bath, Prior Park and Rainbow Woods as our neighbours, we benefit 
from southern views and playing fields overlooking the Limpley Stoke Valley and 
Westbury White Horse.

NEW PURPOSE-BUILT 

MATHS BLOCK FOR

2020

Teaching and learning developments

We have recently enriched our campus further 

with three outstanding teaching and learning 

developments.  The Lee Sixth Form Centre houses 

vibrant classrooms with state of the art technology, 

study and leisure facilities for students.  This award 

winning building is designed to bridge the gap to 

Further Education.  The exquisite learning gardens 

provide a variety of wildlife habitats, mini orchards 

and quiet spaces.

English and Modern Foreign Languages are housed 

in the stunning Rose Building, providing light and airy 

spaces and named after legendary long-serving 

Assistant Principal Mr Steve Rose. We are passionate 

about sport during and after school and our enviable 

full sized all weather pitch provides a fabulous 

addition to sporting facilities.

Our new dining hall opened in September and a new 

maths block is currently being built for completion in 

summer 2020.

Our campus is designed around the needs of 

learning; courtyards provide calm focal points 

for students, which are then connected through 

circulation and covered external routes. 

Green landscapes

We are extremely proud of our inspirational facilities 

and our breath-taking views of surrounding green 

countryside.  We welcome prospective students, 

parents and community partners to come and 

see why young people thrive in our environment 

and benefit from the calmness engendered by 

surrounding landscapes.
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All Ralph Allen students are introduced to careers advice 

through the Key Stage 4 Personal, Social and Health Education 

(PSHE) programme and this continues to develop in the sixth 

form. The sixth form tutors are dedicated to ensuring each 

individual student receives advice on whatever career 

path they wish to take after school, be it employment, 

apprenticeships or university. Our PSHE programme also 

supports this aspect of student life with regular visits from 

outside speakers and former students to advise on careers and 

university applications. In addition the school offers:

•  A dedicated careers officer, who meets students for 

individual interviews to offer more specialist advice.

•  All students have access to careerpilot, a specialist 

computer programme enabling them to explore a wide 

range of post 18 options including apprenticeships, 

employment, university and studying abroad.

•  An annual informal careers event where a wide selection of 

local employers attend to talk to students informally about 

employment and apprenticeship options.

•  Support with finding relevant regular work experience in our 

weekly Wednesday Window session.

‘Students are equally pleased with the support they receive for 

considering routes other than university.’ Ofsted 2018

University Applications

Many students apply to a wide range of (universities including 

those in the Russell Group) from Ralph Allen School and this 

process is overseen by Mr Mark Daniell, UCAS Co-Ordinator. In 

addition to this and the PSHE programme, we offer:

•  All Year 12 attend the Higher Education Conference at the 

University of West England which provides the opportunity 

for them to talk to admissions teams of individual universities 

from all across the UK.

•  UCAS day held annually in May when all Year 12 are 

off timetable for a day dedicated to UCAS. Members 

of admissions teams from several universities come into 

school to run workshops and give presentations on a range 

of aspects of UCAS including selecting the right course, 

applying to university, drafting personal statements and 

student finance.

•  All students have access to unifrog, a computer programme 

which enables them to refine their search for university 

courses and to compare different features such as entry 

requirements far more effectively. All sixth form tutors have 

been trained in how to use the programme and feedback 

from the students so far has been overwhelmingly positive

•  Individual meetings with students and tutors and Mr Daniell 

to provide tailored advice on university applications.

University Applications: Oxbridge and Medicine

Students ‘appreciate the additional support which they receive 

outside the classroom, such as that to enable them to apply for 

Oxford and Cambridge universities and for subjects such as 

medicine.’ Ofsted, 2018

We have a strong track record of sending students to study 

courses at Oxford and Cambridge and to study medicine and 

veterinary medicine. Our Deputy Head of Sixth Form, Ms Katie 

Rutter, has responsibility for co-ordinating support for students 

wishing to apply for these courses and we offer a range of 

events and opportunities including:

•  B&NES Cambridge residential visit

• Conversations with Oxbridge educated teaching staff at 

school and the Alumni network.

•  Day trip to the University of Oxford including presentations 

from the admissions team on applications and life at the 

university, meetings with current students and a tour of 

colleges

•  BANES Oxbridge conference held in association with local 

schools

•  Regular updates on relevant events such as taster days at 

Oxbridge colleges and schemes such as summer schools 

and Access to Bristol university programme

•  Monthly super-curricular update on opportunities to extend 

and develop learning from local events, online courses, TV 

and radio programmes

•  Individual guidance on drafting personal statements

•  Support with preparing  for various online tests such as the 

HAT (History), ELAT (English)

•  Mock interview programme

•  Students are encouraged to attend the Royal United 

Hospital 3-day medicine conference in June of Year 12

•  Individual guidance on medicine applications from a 

qualified medical expert

Our support for Ralph Allen students continues to deliver 

success, with students acquiring places most recently at Oxford 

to read Philosophy, Politics & Economics (two students), History 

& Politics, Biochemistry, Computer Science, History & Music, 

Chemistry and French and places at Cambridge to study 

Human, Social & Political Sciences and Computer Science.  In 

recent years eight students achieved places to read medicine 

including at Bristol, Cardiff, Plymouth and Exeter universities.

Careers and Higher Education
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THE SCHOOL’S 
ALUMNI RELATIONS 
ARE COORDINATED 

BY FUTUREFIRST

www.futurefirst.org.uk

Where are 
they now?  

Ralph Allen students go on to Further or Higher 

Education both in the UK and overseas.  They choose 

to follow many different career paths.

Our alumni include a Scottish Premiership footballer, 

an Oscar-award winning designer, a Times journalist, 

a professional rugby player, international netballers – 

and engineers, architects, doctors, teachers, university 

lecturers, administrators, chefs, dancers, athletes, social 

workers, solicitors, accountants, artists, charity workers, 

designers and many others.  Whatever path students 

choose, Ralph Allen School gives excellent preparation 

‘Ralph Allen School taught us how to be independent and critical thinkers and 
to try and seek out information for ourselves rather than simply relying on being 
given it.’ - Ahmed El-Hashim, Professor of Pharmacology, Kuwait University

Alumnus

Alumna

Alumnus

‘My school friends are still some of my closest and have gone on to do an 
amazing range of things, each right for them.  I am convinced that Ralph 
Allen had a lot to do with encouraging us all to take the right paths for 
ourselves, not jumping on one treadmill or another.’    
Joanna Shanmugalingam (formerly Edwards), Strategy Director, Department of Energy and Climate Change, London

“With hindsight I truly appreciate how the quality of the 
teaching, breadth of experience and life skills that the school 
taught me helped shape the foundations for the challenges 
and realities of the real world.” 

Katy Rose: Management Consultant; ex England netballer;  

former Senior Student/Head Girl
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Entry to the Sixth Form will be by application to the Head of Sixth 

Form. You will receive the application/choice form at the Sixth 

Form Open Evening or by request after the October “half term” 

holiday. It can also be found on the school website. Please 

return the completed form promptly.

Students will be asked to provide an academic profile from 

the Head of Year 11/ Head of Key Stage 4/Tutor/ Head of 

House at their current school. Students should be aware that, 

among other details, this academic profile will ask about their 

attendance in year 11, their ability to complete assignments 

promptly, their attitude towards staff, any child protection issues, 

any existing special arrangements for public examinations, etc. 

This information is gathered only so we can be aware of any 

additional needs affecting the care and welfare of students. We 

will request the academic profile before the post 16 guidance 

meeting when we will discuss predicted grades. We will already 

have access to academic profiles via our school reporting 

systems, for current Year 11 students.

Students will be asked to make provisional course choices. This 

is not a commitment and they will be able to reconsider their 

options after GCSE results are published within the restrictions of 

the timetable blocks and when the class size permits this. The 

subjects chosen on the application/choice form allow us to 

consider class sizes and the number of groups needed as well 

as enabling us to discuss options/pathways at the sixth form 

guidance meeting. It is not always possible to change course 

but we aim to ensure that all students start the correct courses for 

them as individuals, providing the entrance requirements have 

been met. Students can discuss course changes at induction 

and enrolment.

An expectation for all courses is that students demonstrate 

motivation and commitment.

There is value in having a range of subjects in your initial choices, 

but there is a need to recognise the substantial workload 

involved in advanced level study. A significant number of 

students do achieve brilliant results in 3 or 4 A level subjects, and 

additional qualifications. We also run tailored programmes for 

our elite athletes. A full time post 16 programme will involve at 

least 600 planned learning hours on site.

Sixth Form Open Evening - Thurs 14 November 2019 

Information and subject talks. Application forms and 

prospectuses available.

Applications by Thursday 12 December 2019

You are more likely to gain your top subject choices if your 

application is made by this date.  Please return forms to Ms 

Haggett or Mrs Squier in the sixth form office. You can hand 

these in or post them, addressed to the sixth form office. 

However, late applications can be made throughout the spring 

and summer terms (although a late application will delay your 

guidance meeting date) and will be considered where class 

size and course availability allow.

Formal guidance meetings held from January - 
March 2020

External students are invited to a guidance meeting after 

receipt of their application. An academic profile is requested 

from their current school. Internal students attend meetings   

in school time with the Sixth Form Team - Year 11 students will 

receive a meeting time via their tutor.

Formal offer of a place in the Sixth Form, March 2020

Conditional on gaining the grades required an offer will be 

made in writing. Letters are usually sent out in March 2020.

Reply slips to be received by Friday 3 April 2020

The reply slips on your offer letter confirm acceptance of a place 

in the Sixth Form. Many students will reply immediately upon 

receipt of their offer. Please return reply slips to Ms Haggett or 

Mrs Squier via the sixth form office. This confirms that the student 

intends to study at Ralph Allen School and to attend induction.

Sixth Form Induction Days are planned for Monday 
22 and Tuesday 23 June 2020

At induction students will receive details of the Year 12 

enrolment process, the planned residential and any trips during 

their year 12. As well as enrichment options and on-site study 

arrangements.

Exam Results (GCSE) and Registration for Sixth Form 
(Enrolment)

Thursday 20 August 2020

On this day we will confirm with you the subjects you do intend to 

study. Please be prepared to spend at least 30 minutes at school 

when you enrol as it will be busy. It is important to be available to 

enrol on GCSE results day. Careers staff and pastoral staff may 

only be available on this date to discuss any urgent issues.

Start of Term for Sixth Form (year 12)

Wednesday 2 September 2020 (to be confirmed)

How do I apply?
Procedure for Applications to Ralph Allen Sixth Form Centre



Advanced (Level 3) Courses
Students will be given a conditional offer of a place. 

At this stage, the offer can be accepted or declined. 

Students will need to confirm their final acceptance 

of a place when they receive their actual GCSE results 

in August. The Head of Sixth Form will need to see 

exam results, to confirm that the entry requirements for 

the chosen courses have been met, and to enrol the 

student on the course in August.

This booklet contains details of most of the courses on 

offer. Please email if you are unsure about any of this 

information (sixthform@ralphallenschool.com). 

The Head of Sixth Form and Headteacher reserve 

the right to decide to withdraw the offer of a place 

in the sixth form or to withdraw an individual course if 

numbers do not permit it to run.

In addition, to allow flexibility, some subjects can be 

taken at Beechen Cliff School as a result of our link 

with the Bath Education Trust.  Partner schools will 

determine the courses made available through the 

partnership on a given academic year. The majority of 

our own courses are run on site at Ralph Allen.

All new Year 12 students are also expected to follow 

a volunteering activity as well as participating in our 

Wednesday Window and tutorial programmes; e.g. 

volunteer to work with younger pupils, lead or  guide 

a group, run a lunchtime activity for year 7 pupils, 

be a study mentor for a year 8 or year 11 student, 

assist in coaching a weekend football team, help 

the learning support team, assist the administrative 

team within the school, help the librarian, or organise 

a charity event. We have involvement in The Duke 

of Edinburgh Award Scheme as well as running an 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) group. 

Please mention on your application form a course 

you would like to study if it is not mentioned here 

and we will research its availability with  local partner 

schools.

Students studying A level courses will be expected 

to gain grade 4 in English and Mathematics, as well 

as at least four 9-6 grade GCSEs. In addition they 

will be expected to meet the individual subject 

requirements. 

If you have any queries please contact the  

Sixth Form Office, 01225 838905,  

sixthform@ralphallenschool.com.

18
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Art

Biology

Business

Chemistry

Computer Science

Design Technology

Drama and Theatre Studies

Economics (Bath Education Trust)

English Language

English Literature

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

French

Geography

German (Bath Education Trust)

History

Law (Bath Education Trust)

Mathematics

Mathematics, Further

Mathematics, Core

Music

Music Technology

Photography

Physical Education

Physics

Politics (Bath Education Trust)

Psychology

Religious Studies (Philosophy, Ethics and a Study of 
Christianity)

Sociology

Spanish

Sport BTEC

Travel and Tourism BTEC

Sixth Form Course Details
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“ Art enables us to find ourselves and lose 
ourselves at the same time.” ”  

 Thomas Merton 
 

2019 A Level results: 

100% pass rate. Large uptake to art foundation and 

university courses.

Course content:

A Level Art is an exciting and stimulating course, during which 

students have the opportunity to explore a range of fine 

art techniques and processes. Students are encouraged to 

develop their own style using a range of 2D and 3D media 

and will learn how to analyse and respond to the work of artists 

and designers. The course embraces original thinking and 

experimentation.

Year 12

Portfolio Development:

Key skills and techniques will be developed through workshops 

and themed projects. Elements of this work will be submitted 

as part of the students’ coursework. Coursework is 60% of the 

final Grade.

Year 13

Component 1 - Personal Study:

Students select their own theme to research, experiment, 

develop and refine ideas, culminating in a personal outcome.

Component 2 - Externally set assignment:

Students choose one question (out of seven) and develop their 

work in preparation for a 15-hour practical exam.

Year 12

During the first stage of the course students are introduced 

to a number of different experiences that explore a range 

of fine art media, processes and techniques. Students will 

learn new approaches to drawing and painting, as well 

as experimenting with printmaking, collage, sculpture and 

photography. Workshop-style lessons ensure that students have 

every opportunity to develop their skills and to direct work 

towards their own interests. Throughout the course students will 

also explore and investigate the work of relevant artists and 

designers from the past and recent times. They will learn how 

to respond practically and critically to various artworks and 

will develop an understanding of different styles, genres and 

traditions. In Year 12 students will be given themed projects (set 

by the school) and will work on a variety of scales. 

Year 13

In Year 13, students will have the opportunity to choose and 

develop their own project (Personal Study). They work in a 

variety of ways, undergoing technique workshops in the first 

term, ranging from felt-making and cut-outs to sculpture. The 

art curriculum area is always bustling with students working in 

lessons, during study time and after school. We encourage the 

development of individual skills, rather than a ‘house style’. 

Students have their exam issued in February. They research 

their chosen topic, culminating with a 15-hour exam in May, 

where ambitious final pieces are produced. The coursework is 

accompanied by a 1000-3000 word illustrated essay. 

Opportunities

Every year we visit the major galleries in London, take part 

in external workshops, and offer life drawing after school.  

In alternate years we visit New York on a residential art, 

photography and culture visit, and a European destination 

such as Paris, Venice or Florence. 

Facilities

4 art classrooms, darkroom, studio, 2 digital suites with 

Photoshop, computers in every room, range of equipment and 

media, extensive subject library. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  

CONTACT TEACHERS Mrs A Lundy, Curriculum Leader for  

 Art and Photography; 

 Mr C Gordon, DCTL

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs at Grades 9-6,   

 including Art Grade 9-6.

Art
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2019 A Level Results:  
100% pass rate, 52% A* - B, 81% A* – C.

The A Level Biology course is a demanding yet exciting course 

that develops student understanding of key biological concepts, 

whilst also providing an opportunity for students to develop 

their practical skills. The course is taught across eight lessons 

per fortnight, during which there are learning opportunities 

ranging from practical work, data and statistical analyses, to 

independent research and question and answer sessions.

Course content 

Module 1 – Development of practical skills in Biology

Practical skills are developed during all of the couse modules 

and assessed in written examinations in the practical 

endorsement.

Module 2 – Foundations in Biology

Cell structure. Biological molecules. Nucleotides and nucleic 

Acids. Enzymes. Biological Membranes. Cell Division, Cell 

Diversity and Cellular Organisation.

Module 3 – Exchange and transport

Exchange Surfaces. Transport in Animals. Transport in Plants.

Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease

Classification and Evolution. Biodiversity. Communicable 

Disease.

Module 5 – Communication, homeostasis and energy

Communication and Homeostasis. Excretion. Neuronal 

Communication. Hormonal Communication. Plant and Animal 

Responses. Photosynthesis. Respiration.

Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems 

Cellular Control. Patterns of Inheritance. Manipulating 

Genomes. Cloning and Biotechnology. Ecosystems. 

Populations and Sustainability. 

Assessment

Students will sit three exams at the end of the two-year course. 

These exams assess all the content that is learnt throughout the 

two years.

Practical Endorsement

Students will complete a minimum of 12 assessed practicals 

across the two year period, the content of which will be 

assessed in the terminal exams. Students will be expected to 

demonstrate a range of skills when carrying out the practicals 

and at the end of the two year period, awarded a pass or fail for 

the practical element of the course. This element is separate to 

the overall Biology grade awarded, and known as the Practical 

Endorsement.

Career opportunities: 

Animal Scientist, Clinical Scientist, Conservationist, Dietician, 

Ecologist, Forensic Scientist, Marine Biologist, Medical 

Researcher, Nutritionist, Patent Lawyer, Pharmacologist, Science 

Administrator, Science Communicator, Science Editor, Research 

Scientist, Teacher/Lecturer and many more…

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR    

CONTACT TEACHER: Miss A Tytherleigh, Curriculum Team  

 Leader Science; Head of Biology.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs Grade 9-6 including  

 2 x Grade 6 Combined Science  

 or 2 Separate Sciences (Biology, with  

 Chemistry or Physics). Grade 5 in  

 Mathematics and a Grade 5 in  

 English are required.

“ This fascinating subject has given 
me a detailed insight into the 
marvels of the human body and 
other living organisms.” 

 Student quote

Biology
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Business

“ Starting a small business takes a lot 
more than a great idea.  It takes 
passion, commitment and a willingness 
to take on any challenge in pursuit of 
your dream” 

 Gail Goodman  
 [former CEO and Small Business advocate]

A Level Business provides an exciting insight into the dynamic 

world of business. You will use this knowledge in decision making 

to improve business performance and develop appropriate 

strategies in order to achieve corporate objectives. You will 

learn that every decision has financial implications, and you 

will be taught financial  planning and how to analyse a firm’s 

published accounts. You will build an understanding of how the 

external environment, in particular the economy, can affect 

performance and shape business decision making.

Course Outline

Awarding body: AQA Business (7132)

• What is business?

• Managers, leadership and decision making

• Decision making to improve marketing performance

• Decision making to improve operational performance

• Decision making to improve financial performance

• Decision making to improve human resource performance

• Analysing the strategic position of a business

• Choosing strategic direction

• Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies

• Managing strategic change

There are three, 2 hour exams at the end of the second year 

worth 33.3% each.

Why choose Business?

Business aims to teach you the basics of what is involved in 

running a business or company.  Imaginatively it puts the student 

at the centre of the decision making that would be necessary 

to improve the business performance and to analyse how 

other business operate. It combines both a practical attitude 

to solving problems with the theoretical techniques used to 

help a firm to arrive at the best relevant solution.  The course 

offers introductions to the main areas of Human Resource 

Management, Marketing, Finance and Operations.  

What goes well with Business?

Top of the list is Geography as there is a cross over with Human 

Geography.

Psychology helps with the understanding of Human Resources 

and Motivation, Relationships with Stakeholders and methods 

of Marketing.

Sociology helps understand the changes in economy and 

population and lifestyle trends.

Languages would  be useful if you were considering business 

with international links.

EXAM BOARD:  AQA  

CONTACT TEACHER: Mrs D. Methley 

 d.methley@ralphallenschool.com

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Grades 9-5 across subjects,  

 particularly in English, Mathematics  

 and a Humanities subject.

 A genuine curiosity about the business  

 world and how a firm’s actions  

 impact upon local, national and  

 global economies. 

 An interest in how changes within  

 Politics, Economies, Society,  

 Technology, Law and the  

 Environment influence business   

 behaviour and performance.

 An interest in “Start up” and or   

 management role.
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Chemistry

“ Chemistry begins in the stars.  
The stars are the source of the 
chemical elements which are the 
building blocks of matter and  
the core of our subject”   

 Peter Atkins

2019 A Level results: 100%  A*- E,  71.4% A*-C

Thought provoking questions 

• What is the importance of 6.02 × 1023?

• How is nitrogen similar to arsenic? 

• How can spectroscopy be used to solve a crime? 

• How does our blood act as a buffer?

• How do the shape and bonding in a molecule affect its 

smell? 

What does the A level Chemistry course cover?

The course looks in depth into the 3 main areas of Chemistry:

• Inorganic Chemistry - study of compounds that metals form 

with non-metals.

• Organic Chemistry   - study of compounds of carbon with 

other non-metals.

• Physical Chemistry   - study of mathematical chemistry.

Some aspects of Chemistry we will look at...

•Atoms, compounds, molecules and equations •Enthalpy, 

entropy and free energy •Amount of substance •Redox 

and electrode potentials •Acid–base and redox reactions 

•Transition elements •Electrons, bonding and structure •Organic 

chemistry •The periodic table and periodicity •Polymers 

•Group 2 and the halogens •Organic synthesis •Reaction rates 

and equilibrium •Analytical techniques (IR and MS) •pH and 

buffers •Chromatography and spectroscopy (NMR) 

How will you be assessed? 

A wide range of question types including multiple choice, short 

answer and extended response questions. 

Opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of both theory 

and practical skills through the examinations. 

A Level - Total of 6 hours of examinations (2 x 2 hours 15 minutes 

and 1 x 1 hour 30 minutes) taken at the end of the course. 

To achieve a Practical Endorsement you will be expected 

through a range of experiments to display your competency in: 

•Following procedures •Applying an investigative approach 

when using instruments/equipment •Working safely •Making/

recording observations •Researching/referencing/reporting. 

How will the course be taught at Ralph Allen?

High levels of practical work.  Discussion and evaluation.  Model 

Questions.  Context-based questions on up to date Chemistry. 

Tutorial sessions. Use of computer simulations. 8 lessons per 

fortnight in year 12 and 9 lessons per fortnight in year 13 

Chemistry help sessions after school.

What are the benefits? 

An interesting and challenging experience to link key chemical 

ideas and understand how they relate to each other. The 

development of transferable skills including investigating, 

problem solving, research and analytical skills. 

Opens up a range of possibilities for further study and careers 

associated with the subject. 

Where can A Level Chemistry take me? 

A Level Chemistry is an excellent base for a university degree in 

healthcare such as medicine, pharmacy and dentistry as well as 

the biological sciences, physics, mathematics, pharmacology 

and analytical chemistry. It  is also taken by many law students 

as it shows you can cope with difficult concepts. 

A range of career opportunities are possibleEXAMINATION

EXAM BOARD: OCR 

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mr A Blair Head of Chemistry,  

 Mr K Hunter. Mrs S Bubyer

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs Grade 9-6 including  

 2 x Grade 6 Combined Science  

 or 2 separate sciences (Chemistry,  

 with Biology or Physics). Grade 5 in  

 Mathematics and a Grade 5 in  

 English are required.
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We recognise the importance of Computer Science. So does 

the Russell Group, which states that A-level Computer Science is 

‘essential’ or ‘useful’ for 22 different degree courses. The Russell 

Group represents 24 leading UK universities including Oxford, 

Cambridge, Bristol, LSE, Edinburgh and Cardiff.

This qualification gives students a solid grounding in Computer 

Science, including an understanding of computer systems, the 

principles of programming and problem-solving. It is excellent 

preparation for a university degree in computer science as well 

as other courses, or career opportunities in the wider field of 

technology.

The course is made up of two mandatory units and one non-

exam assessment.

Unit 1 (A-level paper 1) - 40% of the total A-level – 2.5 hour 

practical assessment

Students develop their practical programming skills and 

theoretical knowledge of computer science. They learn about 

designing solutions to problems; the types of data and data 

structures; the common facilities of programming languages; 

and how to write maintainable programs. 

Unit 2 (A-level paper 2) - 40% of the total A-level – 2.5 hour 

written paper

Students learn advanced computer science theory by exploring 

a range of hardware and software topics. They develop a deep 

understanding of computer science fundamentals, including 

the presentation, structure and management of data; and 

how data is transmitted and computer networking. 

Unit 3 (Non-exam assessment) - 20% of the total A-level

This unit assesses students’ ability to use the knowledge and skills 

gained through the course to solve or investigate a practical 

problem. It includes: 

| Fundamentals of programming | Fundamentals of data 

structures | Fundamentals of algorithms | Theory of computation 

| Fundamentals of data representation | Fundamentals of 

computer systems | Fundamentals of computer organisation 

and architecture | Consequences of uses of computing 

| Fundamentals of communication and networking | 

Fundamentals of databases | Big Data | Fundamentals of 

functional programming | Systematic approach to problem 

solving |

Skills developed: 

• Computational thinking.

• The capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, 

logically and critically.

• An understanding of the organisation of computer systems.

• The ability to apply skills, knowledge and understanding of 

computing, including programming, in a range of contexts 

to solve problems.

• The capacity to see relationships between different aspects 

of the subject.

• An understanding of the consequences of using computers, 

an awareness of emerging technologies and an appreciation 

of their potential impact on society.

Compelling reasons to study A-level Computer 
Science include:

1. The digital age needs computer scientists - computer 

programmes have infiltrated every aspect of our lives. 

2. Computer science students have excellent future prospects 

– they stand an excellent chance of being professionally 

employed very quickly, after qualifying. 

3. Computer scientists earn high salaries and are in demand.

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mr A Torofdar, Curriculum Team  

 Leader of Computer Science, 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  4 GCSEs Grade 9-6 including  

 a Grade 9-6 in Computer  

 Science. Grade 6 in Maths and  

 a preference to study Maths at  

 A-level.  (which would require a   

 Grade 7)

“ What hasn’t computer science 
done to transform our world” 

 Anonymous

Computer Science
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Why Study This Course?

Learning about design and technology at A Level strengthens 

learners’ critical thinking and problem solving skills within a 

creative environment, enabling them to develop and make 

prototypes/products that solve real world problems, considering 

their own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values. The 

A Level qualification requires students to identify market needs 

and opportunities for new products, initiate and develop design 

solutions, and make and test prototypes/products. Learners 

should acquire subject knowledge in design and technology, 

including how a product can be developed through the stages 

of prototyping, realisation and commercial manufacture.

Course Outline:  

Students are assessed in 3 components: 2 written examinations 

and 1 Iterative design project (coursework).

Examination 1 (27%) Principles of Product Design

Students:

• Analyse existing products.

• Demonstrate applied mathematical skills.

• Demonstrate their technical knowledge of materials, product 

functionality, manufacturing processes and techniques.

• Demonstrate their understanding of wider social, moral 

and environmental issues that impact on the design and 

manufacturing industries.

Examination 2 (23%) Problem solving in Product Design

Students:

• Apply their knowledge, understanding and skills of designing 

and manufacturing prototypes and products to given 

situations and problems.

• Demonstrate their higher thinking skills to solve problems and 

evaluate situations and suitability of design solutions.

• Make use of a previously unseen resource booklet to help 

answer questions.  

Iterative design project (50%)

Central to this non-examined assessment is the requirement 

for students to understand and apply processes of iterative 

designing in their design and technology practice: exploring 

needs, creating solutions and evaluating how well the needs 

have been met.

Students identify an engaging and challenging context of 

their own choice that offers design opportunity or problem 

to respond to in the development of a design solution. They 

create a chronological portfolio of evidence in real-time as 

they design, make and evaluate the project according to the 

iterative processes of explore, create and evaluate.

EXAMINATION BOARD:  OCR  

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mr D Pridham, Curriculum Team  

 Leader, Design Technology.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE Maths and English Grade 5,  

 4 further GCSE’s Grades 9-5   

 including Design Technology.

“ Design is directed toward human 
beings.  To design is to solve human 
problems by identifying them and 
executing the best solution.” 

 

Design Technology
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2019 A Level results: 100% pass rate 

Component 1: Devising

Coursework - 40% of the qualification

In this component students will develop their creative and 

exploratory skills to devise an original performance. The 

starting point for this devising process will be an extract from 

a performance text and an influential theatre practitioner. In 

their creative explorations, students will learn how text can 

be manipulated to communicate meaning to audiences 

and they will begin the process of interpretation. They will 

gain an understanding of how a new performance could be 

developed through the practical exploration of the theatrical 

style and use of conventions of the chosen practitioner.

Three areas of focus: Developing a devised piece, group 

performance of the devised performance, evaluating the 

devised process. 

Component 2: Text in performance 

Coursework - 20% of the qualification

Students will develop and demonstrate theatre making skills as 

a performer. They will explore how they realise artistic intentions 

in performance. The knowledge and understanding acquired 

through the study of one key extract from a performance text 

in Component 1 can be applied to assist in the interpretation 

and realisation of key extracts from performance texts.

Two areas of focus: A monologue/duologue and a group 

performance of an extract of text.

Component 3: Theatre makers in practice

Written Exam - 40% of the qualification

This component requires students to consider, analyse and 

evaluate how different theatre makers create impact. 

Throughout this component, students will consider how 

production ideas and dramatic elements are communicated 

to an audience from the perspective of a director, a performer 

and a designer.

Three areas of focus: A live theatre evaluation, Page to stage 

(realisation of a complete performance text), Interpreting one 

complete performance text, in light of one practitioner for a 

contemporary audience.

What qualifications do I need to study at A Level? 

You do not need to have studied Drama at GCSE, although 

this is helpful, but you do need to demonstrate a genuine 

enthusiasm and passion for the subject.  You do not need to 

be an outstanding performer/actor but it is important that 

you are comfortable in a ‘performance’ role as this is a major 

element of the subject.  You must be able to communicate 

well in the written form as all practical components carry a 

written element. Component 3 is assessed totally through the 

written form in a written paper. 

Other essential information

During the first eight weeks of the course students follow 

an Induction period where they re-visit some old skills and 

develop a strong relationship with their theatre studies group. 

This enables them to have a common knowledge and 

language of theatre and assists them to work and function 

as a theatre ‘company’.  Students are expected to commit 

themselves to rehearsals after school and to learning lines 

during preparation for the practical elements of this subject. 

It is essential that students are able to organise their time and 

can be self-disciplined and self-motivated as required. They will 

be expected to go regularly to the theatre to gain as much 

experience of live performance as possible. Several trips will 

be organised but students will also be expected to experience 

theatre independently.

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel   

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms L Hobbs, Head of Drama

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs including Drama Grade  

 9-5 and an acceptance of the  

 significant and necessary extra- 

 curricular commitment. GCSE English  

 Language at Grade 5 or above.

“ Theatre is a group activity in public. It is 
one of the few public arenas we have 
left. It is bold and courageous, like 
medieval jousting. A muscular place 
where you get good jokes.”   

 Timberlake Wertenbaker,  
 The Guardian

Drama and Theatre Studies
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“ The most basic law of economics - that 
one cannot get something for nothing.” 

 Sir Roy Harrod, Towards a Dynamic   
 Economics.

Economics is the study of markets and how we use our scarce 

resources at the individual, national and global level.

Course outline

Awarding body: AQA Economics (7135/7136)

Individuals, firms, markets and market failure

• Economic methodology and the economic problem

• Individual economic decision making

• Price determination in a competitive market

• Production, costs and revenue

• Perfect completion, imperfectly competitive markets and 

monopoly

• The labour market

• The distribution of income and wealth: poverty and inequality

• The market mechanism, market failure and government 

intervention in markets

The national and international economy

• The measurement of macroeconomic performance

• How the macro economy works: the circular flow of income, 

AD/AS analysis, and related concepts

• Economic performance

• Financial markets and monetary policy

• Fiscal policy and supply-side policies

• The international economy

There are three, 2 hour papers at the end of the course.

Paper 1: Markets and market failure (33%)

Section A: data response questions requiring written answers, 

choice of one from two contexts worth 40 marks.

Section B: essay questions requiring written answers, choice of 

one from three worth 40 marks.

Paper 2: National & international economy (33%)

Section A: data response questions requiring written answers, 

choice of one from two contexts worth 40 marks

Section B: essay questions requiring written answers, choice of 

one from three worth 40 marks.

Paper 3: Economic principles and issues (33%)

Section A: multiple choice questions worth 30 marks

Section B: case study questions requiring written answers, worth 

50 marks.

Why choose Economics?

Economics attempts to understand human behaviour. It  focuses 

on choice; how we use our resources; how the government can 

maximise the performance of the economy. Economics builds 

up layers of understanding from the individual household and 

firm, to the market and national economy, eventually looking at 

the impact of the global economy and its future.

If you are interested in understanding some of the main issues 

driving the world, then economics will provide a useful source of 

insight. To be economically literate is important even if you are 

not planning to become an economist. 

What goes well with Economics?

Economics is most closely associated with Politics, History, 

Geography and the sciences as it is concerned with global 

and EU problems. A language can also open up possibilities. 

Economics has increasingly become more mathematical.  If 

you want to study Economics at university, then you would be 

advised to study A Level Mathematics as well. However, currently 

the mathematics content of A Level Economics is limited and a 

Grade 6 GCSE would be sufficient.

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

CONTACT TEACHERS:  Ms J Haggett

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  4 GCSEs at Grade 6-9 including   

 Grade 6 in English language (or   

 Grade 6 in English literature) and 

 Grade 6 in Mathematics

Economics (Bath Education Trust)
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2019 A Level results:  85% A*-B   54%A*/A   

Why choose English Language? 

English Language will appeal to you if you enjoy discussion, 

and like justifying your opinions and the comments you make. 

It will also appeal to you if you are interested in the way people 

speak, write and relate to each other. A study of language 

involves the examination of a wide range of texts from many 

different contexts. You will need to be interested in how people 

represent themselves and ideas in speech, writing and media. 

By studying  A Level Language, you will become a far more 

critical and independent reader and thinker and aware of 

the various ways that language is used to manipulate and 

influence.

A level Overview:

The A level course is a 2-year course

Assessment: by 3 units: 1 coursework, 2 examination units. 

Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society - 40%

Section A: Textual variations and representations

Study of a range of texts from different genres for different 

audiences and with a range of purposes from 1600 to the 

present day. Students will use a range of linguistic methods to 

analyse how identity is constructed and how representations 

are produced.

Section B: Child Language Development

Study of how children’s language develops including relevant 

theories, case studies and research.

Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change

Section A: Diversity and Change

Study of texts using different sociolects including gender 

and ethnicity. Study of texts using different dialects including 

regional and international varieties of language. Students will 

be expected to study written, spoken and electronic texts 

about a range of subjects for various audiences and purposes.

Section B: Language Discourses - 40%

Study of a range of texts that convey attitudes to language 

diversity and change. Students will explore how texts are 

produced to convey views and opinions about language 

issues. Students will also be expected to write their own opinion 

article on an aspect of language.

Non-examined element: Language in Action - 20%

Students carry out two different kinds of individual research:

• a language investigation (2,000 words excluding data)

• a piece of original writing and commentary (750 words 

each) 

What can I do with English Language?

A-Level English Language can lead to any number of academic 

and vocational degrees and is highly regarded in employment. 

In addition to developing your skills in reading and responding 

to texts, studying English Language helps you refine your own 

writing, improve your speaking and listening skills and develop 

many personal qualities. Law, publishing, journalism, advertising, 

the media, public relations, human resources and teaching are 

just some of the professions a qualification in English Language 

can lead to. The non-examined element is ideal preparation for 

university dissertations.

English Language will provide you with the skills required to 

study for an arts or humanities degree.  If you want to go into 

the media – journalism, television, radio - or are intending to 

work in a ‘people’ profession (medicine, teaching, psychiatry, 

HR, etc.) it is an extremely useful subject.  It fits well into any 

arts combination, and is a useful addition to sciences e.g. 

Chemistry. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA        

CONTACT TEACHERS: Mrs F Bryden

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE English Language at Grade 6  

 or above and at least 4 GCSE   

 Grades 9-6.

“ I believe that any form of writing exercise 
is good for you ...Texting language is no 
different from other innovative forms of 
written expression that have emerged in 
the past. It is a type of language whose 
communicative strengths and weaknesses 
need to be appreciated.” 

 David Crystal, txtng the gr8 db8

English Language
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2019 A Level Results:  65% A*-B   41% A*-A

Why choose English literature?

It is envisaged that most students who opt for A-level English 

Literature will have a specific interest in literature already and will 

enjoy reading for pleasure and for study. You will be a confident 

communicator who enjoys discussing texts and expressing your 

views. A study of literature involves the examination of society 

and the universal truths of the human condition. By studying 

English Literature you will learn to view the world around you with 

different eyes. 

A level Overview:

The A level course is a 2-year course

Assessment: by 3 units: 1 coursework, 2 examination units. Texts 

for study: 1 Shakespeare play, 1 poetry and 1 prose text (one 

of which must be pre-1900). Alongside this you will study 3 texts 

(1 poetry, 1 prose, 1 drama) relating to the theme of Modern 

Times. A further 2 texts are studied independently for extended 

comparison for coursework. PLUS: wide reading. 

Coursework Unit: Independent Critical Study: Texts across Time 

Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which 

must have been written pre-1900 

One extended essay (2500 words) and a bibliography 

Assessed: • 20% of A-level • assessed by teachers  

• moderated by AQA    aqa.org.uk/7712 

What could I go on to do? 

A-level English literature can lead to any number of academic 

and vocational degrees and is highly regarded in employment. 

In addition to developing your skills in reading and responding to 

texts, studying English literature helps you refine your own writing, 

improve your speaking and listening skills and develop many 

personal qualities. Publishing, journalism, advertising, law, public 

relations, human resources and teaching are just some of the 

professions a qualification in English literature can lead to. English 

literature will provide you with the skills required to study for an arts 

or humanities degree. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA Specification A for first teaching  

 September 2015. 

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms C Smith, English Department 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: GCSE English Literature at Grade 6  

 or above and at least 4 GCSE  

 Grades 9-6.

“ People who have read good literature 
have lived more than people who cannot 
or will not read. It is not true that we have 
only one life to lead ….” 

 S.I. Haya Kawa

English Language English Literature
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2019 EPQ results:  100% A*-C

Why choose EPQ?

Equivalent to half an A level, the EPQ is a project-based 

qualification.  Each student chooses their own topic for research 

which they work on independently to produce either a written 

report or an artefact such as a piece of art, a film, a computer 

software programme or even an event. Students start the course 

in Term 2 of Year 12 and complete it in Term 1 of Year 13 so that 

they can then focus more closely on their A level subjects. Students 

are supported with a 30-hour taught programme together with 

several one to ones over the course of the year and are required 

to carry out 90 hours of independent study. 

This qualification will appeal to students who are confident they 

can manage the challenges of three A level subjects, who enjoy 

independent working and research and who have strong time 

management skills. Universities regard the EPQ very highly as 

it provides evidence of many of the skills required at university 

degree level.  An increasing number of universities such as 

Southampton and Bath will often make reduced offers for certain 

courses with a high grade in the EPQ.

Some of the recent projects developed by our students include:

•  A triptych of paintings inspired by Francis Bacon and religious 

icons

•  A documentary investigating the reaction of Cornish surf 

culture to the Olympics and the effects of Olympic surfing on 

the community

•  Are the failures of the euro chiefly due to flawed design or to 

policy errors?

•  A comparison of cosmopolitanism and nationalism in regards 

to current global issues

•  Re-examining ‘The Prince’ and ‘Utopia’: two seminal texts in 

political philosophy

•  How does the relationship between religion and the legal 

system affect the economic development, human rights and 

stability of a nation (examining in particular case studies in 

Saudi Arabia, Israel and Ireland)?

•  How can the proposed Helsinki - Tallinn fixed link benefit from 

lessons learnt during the planning and construction of the 

Oresund Bridge?

•  A study into the political campaigns of the Chinese 

Communist Party between 1949-1976

•  The most successful graphical techniques in computer game 

engines

•  An Investigation into the limitation of design in respect to 

spherical robot driving mechanisms

•  How could artificial intelligence be used to help run a 

country?

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms K Rutter,  

 Deputy Head of Sixth Form

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Strong performance at GCSE and  

 progress in Term 1 of A level courses

“ Opinions are not facts. What 
happened and how you feel about it 
are two different things. And people 
should know which are which. ” 

 The Guardian

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
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“ L’Intelligence, c’est la faculte 
d’adaption” 

 Andre Gide (‘Intelligence, it’s the  
 skill of being adaptable’)

2019 A Level results: 100% A*-B  

Why study French at A Level?

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all 

their exams at the end of the course.

Subject content

Core content

1. Social issues and trends

2. Political and artistic culture

3. Grammar 

4. Works: Literary texts and films

Assessments

Paper 1 assessment: Listening, reading and writing

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes | 100 marks | 50% of A-level

Paper 2 assessment: Writing

Assessed by one text and one film or two texts from the list set in 

the specification

Grammar

Written exam: 2 hours | 80 marks in total | 20% of A-level

Questions

• Either one question in French on a set text from a choice of 

two questions and one question in French on a set film from 

a choice of two questions, or two questions in French on set 

texts from a choice of two questions on each text.

• All questions will require a critical appreciation of the 

concepts and issues covered in the work and a critical 

and analytical response to features such as the form and 

the technique of presentation, as appropriate to the work 

studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a prose text or 

camera work in a film).

No access to texts or films during the assessment.

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.

Paper 3 assessment: Speaking

Students complete an individual research project assessed by:  

Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes’ preparation 

time) | 60 marks in total | 30% of A-level

One of four sub-themes ie Aspects of French-speaking society 

or Artistic culture in the French-speaking world or Multiculturalism 

in French-speaking society or Aspects of political life in French-

speaking society

Questions

• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a 

stimulus card (5–6 minutes). The student studies the card for 5 

minutes at the start of the test (25 marks).

• Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of 

individual research project (35 marks).

No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 

minutes preparation). 

Students may take the assessment only once before certification.

Assessments will be conducted by either the centre or a visiting 

examiner and marked by an AQA examiner.

Career opportunities

International studies, travel journalism, tourism, banking, music 

and arts, language teaching, archaeology and curatorial 

studies, medicine, military and security.

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA   

CONTACT TEACHER: Miss M Benezech

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs Grades 6 or above 

 including French Grade 9-6.

French
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2019 A Level results:  93%  A*- C  

Why study Geography at A Level?

Geography should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination 

about the world and its people that will remain with them for 

the rest of their lives. The contemporary nature of Geography 

means it always remains relevant and fascinating.

Area of Study 1. Dynamic Landscapes (25% of the A Level)

Topic 1: Tectonic processes and hazards – how tectonic 

hazards work and how they can be managed.

Topic 2: Coastal Systems, Processes and Change –  a study 

of coastal landscapes system and the physical & human 

processes influencing change over time & space.

Area of Study 2. Dynamic Places (25% of the A Level)

Topic 3: Globalisation – a study of globalisation, its causes & 

consequences for different people & places.

Topic 4: Regenerating Places – a study of how & why places 

are shaped & changed, the meanings & identities attached 

to different places & the consequences for different people. 

Regenerating Places.

Area of Study 3. Physical Systems & Sustainability 

Topic 5: Water Cycle & Water Insecurity - the difficulties many 

face getting enough water, despite the hydrological cycle 

providing more than enough.

Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle & Energy Security - the problems of 

meeting energy needs in a sustainable way.

Area of Study 4. Human Systems & Geopolitics 

Topic 7: Superpowers - how the shifting nature of geopolitics 

affects all of our lives.

Topic 8: Health, Human Rights and Intervention - the level of 

a country’s development, its record on human rights and its 

global interventions affect us all in today’s global economy.

Fieldwork

There will be four days’ fieldwork as part of the full A level 

course.  Visits to Bath, Chesil Beach, Dorset, Marshfield Farm 

and Mulberry Park. The Geography department also organises 

international visits to Iceland (2017) and Sicily (2018).

Assessment

Paper 1:  Physical Geography (Tectonics, Coasts, Water, 

Carbon)

2 hours & 15 minutes  | 30% of A level | 105 marks

Paper 2: Human Geography (Globalisation, Superpowers, 

Regenerating Places and Health, Human Rights and 

Intervention)

2 Hours & 15 minutes | 30% of A level | 105 marks

Paper 3: Synoptic investigation of a geographical issue

2 Hours & 15 minutes | 20% of A level | 70 marks

Course work non examined assessment: Independent 

Investigation. A great supplement to the EPQ and useful for MEI 

applications. A flavour of an undergraduate style of working.

20% of A level | 60 marks | 3000-4000 words

The department has a successful record of students going 

on to study geography at university, e.g. Birmingham, 

Southampton, Sussex, Swansea, Oxford and Exeter.

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mr S Paisley, Geography Curriculum  

 Team Leader. Miss S Tasker DCTL

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 4 GCSEs Grades 9-5 and Grade 9-6 in  

 Geography at GCSE. Students who  

 have not taken GCSE Geography  

 can apply for the course.

“ We all know that the minute you walk 
out of your front door, you’re looking 
at geography. We’re all living in a 
geographical world” 

 Nicholas Crane (President RGS-IBG)

Geography
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German means business! It is the official language of five 

European countries and one of the ten most commonly spoken 

languages in the world.  Germany is the largest economy in 

Europe.  It is the UK’s biggest trading partner and 50% of British 

employers needing linguists rate German as useful for their 

business.  An A Level in German will give you an insight into the 

rich history and vibrant culture of the German-speaking world as 

well as the linguistic ability to be able to communicate fluently 

in the language.

Course outline

Awarding body: AQA (7662)

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing (2 hours 30 minutes 50%)

Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of 

contexts and sources covering different registers and adapted 

as necessary.  Material will include complex factual and abstract 

content and questions will target main points, gist and details.  

Studio recordings will be used and students will have individual 

control of the recording.

Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different 

purposes, drawn from a range of authentic sources and 

adapted as necessary.  Material will include complex factual 

and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist 

and details.

Paper 2: Writing (2 hours 20%)

Essay writing on the prescribed works: there is a choice of two 

questions for the film and two for the book.  Students choose 

one of each.

All questions will require a critical response to aspects such as 

plot, characterization, imagery or other stylistic features as 

appropriate to the work studied.

Paper 3: speaking (30%)

21-23 minutes (including 5 minutes’ preparation)

• Speaking with a stimulus card (5-6 minutes)

Students are given a choice of two cards on different sub-

themes: a visual stimulus plus three printed questions.  Students 

must ask two questions based on the stimulus card discussed.

• Presentation and discussion of individual research project

Students present a summary of their findings.  The teacher/

examiner asks questions in order to elicit further information.

Why choose German?

An A Level in German will broaden your knowledge of the world 

as well as of German speaking countries.  You will develop the 

fluency to be able to communicate and express your ideas 

about whatever topic you like (you will have the opportunity to 

practise this during your work experience visit to Berlin).

As well as being key to European business, Germany is a world 

leader in engineering and German is the second most used 

scientific language in the world.  With an A Level in German you 

can work internationally and compete in the global market.  

Across the rest of Europe at least one foreign language is a 

minimum requirement for any job.

The fact that you have studied a language impresses employers 

and universities as it shows you have a well-rounded skill set (as 

demonstrated by the fact that it is one of the A level subjects 

required to access any Russell Group university).  You learn 

important study skills that are transferable to other subjects.

What goes well with German?

A level German goes well with just about any other subjects.  

The beauty of a foreign language  A Level is that it covers such 

a broad range of topics and skills that it works well with any 

combination both at A level and at university.  So if you have 

enjoyed learning German so far why not carry on and choose 

A Level German to gain a more in-depth knowledge of the 

language.

EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA German (7662) 

CONTACT TEACHER:  Ms J Haggett

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 4 GCSEs at Grade 6-9 including   

 Grade 6 in German

“ German is an amazing subject 
which leads to a great range of 
opportunities and opens the door to 
a whole different culture” 

 Student

German (Bath Education Trust)
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History

“ Those who cannot learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it.” 

 George Santayana

“ History is the version of past events that 
people have decided to agree upon.” 

 Napoleon Bonaparte

2019 A Level results: 100% A*-C

The A level is designed to introduce students to totally new areas 

of History. Students develop their analytical and evaluative skills 

and learn to study independently.

What subjects will we study?

Year 12

unit 1 British period study and enquiry - Britain 1900-51                                                              

unit 2 Non-British period study. Philip II, Spain & the  

 Netherlands 1556-1598

Year 13 

unit 1 Themes and Interpretations                      

 Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 1485-1603                        

unit 2 Coursework: Topic of choice – essay assessed.                                                                                                                   

What topics will I be studying?

Britain 

British History from 1900 to 1951 including the foundation of the 

Labour Party, the death of the Liberal Party, the impact of World 

War 1, the social reforms 1906 to 1914, rights of women, poverty 

and national efficiency, impact of WW2 and the National 

Governments. 

Enquiry source based paper 1900-1918. Essay based paper 1918-

1951.

Philip II and the Netherlands 1556 to 1598 

European History - all about sixteenth century Spain including 

religion, finance, the personality of the king, in-fighting and 

murder. We also look at the Netherlands.  This is examined by a 

1.5 hour paper in which students have to write two essays and 

answer an interpretation question.

Themes: The Tudor Rebellions - studying the influence of religion, 

social and economic need and political standing of the Tudor 

monarchs and how the people responded.  

Coursework: 3-4000 word essay of their own choice. Examples 

include: Oliver Cromwell, the Opium Wars, Elizabeth I, Tsarist 

Russia, Thirty Years War, Martin Luther and The Crusades.

What skills will we learn?
Research             The ability to gather evidence  

 relevant to an investigation.

Analysis               The ability to interpret, analyse,  

 evaluate and respond to evidence.

Argument            The ability to form opinions and draw 

 reasoned conclusions based on  

 evidence.

Communication     The ability to effectively communicate  

 these findings to an audience.

Attitudes & Values   The ability to broaden your attitudes,  

 through the study of new topics.

Application & Empathy The ability to gain an understanding  

 and empathise with the people and  

 events.

Is History for me?
Yes – if you enjoyed Key Stage 4 History or if you have a good 

English Grade.

Yes – if you like to learn about different people and places.

Yes – if you like to discuss ideas.

Yes – if you like to research things for yourself.

Yes – if you can explain your ideas and opinions.

Lots of our history A level students go on to study history at 

universities such as: Oxford, York, Bristol, UWE and Manchester.

What future employment is History useful for?

History is useful for all future employment as it is about being able 

to communicate ideas and understand events.  Management, 

office work, business, journalism, media, HR, government, police, 

armed forces, finance, law, heritage, education and many other 

professions appreciate knowledge of History.

EXAMINATION BOARD:  OCR HISTORY SPECIFICATION A

CONTACT TEACHERS:  Ms J Walker

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  4 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above,   

 including History Grade 9-6.
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Law (Bath Education Trust)
Whether you want a career in Law or simply love legal dramas 

on TV, this is the subject for you. Law A Level will help you develop 

your analytical ability and critical thinking and debating skills. 

The course covers offences such as murder, robbery and assault, 

and some key areas of civil law such as nuisance, trespass and 

human rights. A Law A Level will help you understand how to 

solve problems through the application of legal rules, and try 

your hand at judging real-life civil and criminal cases.

COURSE OUTLINE

Awarding body: OCR

Assessment: Three 2 hour written examinations

Component 1: The legal system and criminal law (33%)

It introduces learners to the legal system and the concept of 

liability through an introduction to criminal law. It includes:

• Criminal courts, magistrates and juries

• Legal funding

• Criminal liability theory

• Fatal offences, eg murder and manslaughter

• Non-fatal offences, eg assault, ABH and GBH

• Offences against property, eg theft, robbery and burglary

Component 2: Law making and the law of tort (33%)

This component introduces learners to law making and to the 

concept of liability through the law of tort. It includes:

• Parliamentary law making

• Judicial precedent

• Trespass

• Nuisance

• Negligence

• Compensation and damages

Component 3: Further law (33%)

The component will enable learners to extend their study of 

law. It explores and considers in more detail the nature of law 

including human rights law. It includes:

• Human Rights Act

• European Convention on Human Rights

• Judicial review

Why choose Law?

Below is a Component 1-style criminal law scenario:

Alan believed that Bella, a fellow student, had stolen his mobile 

phone. Alan saw Bella at college, went up to her and said ‘We 

sort out thieves like you’. As Bella hurried away in a panic, Alan’s 

friend, Carol, sprayed Bella with red paint. A small amount of 

paint went into Bella’s eyes. She was taken to hospital where her 

eyes were treated to remove the paint. As she went home, and 

before her sight was fully recovered, she tripped up a kerb and 

fractured her skull. Are Alan and Carol guilty of a crime?

Are you interested in finding out whether these people 

are guilty?

Are you interested in finding out how someone becomes a 

judge or a barrister in order to be involved in this kind of case?

Are you interested in finding out how the laws have been made?

If so, then Law is the subject for you.

What subjects go well with Law?

Most subjects - it is for those with an interest in problem solving, 

and an ability to analyse situations logically. As there are some 

longer essay-type questions there are links with other essay 

subjects such as History and English Literature. There is also a cross 

over with the Politics A Level, which looks at the UK judiciary.

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

CONTACT TEACHER:  Ms J Haggett 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  4 GCSEs at Grade 6-9 including   

 Grade 6 in English language or Grade  

 6 in English literature.

“ No man is above the law and no man 
is below it; nor do we ask any man’s 
permission when we ask him to obey it. 
Obedience to the law is demanded as a 
right; not asked as a favor.” 

 Theodore Roosevelt
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Mathematics

“ The essence of mathematics is not to 
make simple things complicated, but to 
make complicated things simple.” 

 Stan Gudder

2019 A Level Results: 
63% A*-A,  95% A*-C

A Level mathematics is a good choice for students who enjoy 

problem solving and exploring new ideas logically, have 

excellent independent study skills and have achieved good 

results at GCSE. An A Level in mathematics is extremely desirable 

to universities and employers. It is also a prerequisite for many 

university courses.

Results

We are extremely proud of our consistently excellent results at A 

Level.  In 2019 63% of A level mathematics students received A* 

to A Grades, and 95% of students received A* to C Grades. Over 

the past three years we have consistently been in the  top 10% 

of schools nationally for the progress students make at A Level.  

Successful students have gone on to excellent universities. In 

recent years students have been accepted on to Mathematics 

courses at Cambridge, Trinity College, Dublin, Warwick, the 

University of Bath, the University of Leeds and UWE.

Course structure and content

The A Level course in mathematics is an opportunity for students 

to explore exciting and diverse concepts in mathematics such 

as calculus, classical mechanics, statistical significance and big 

data. Students complete the OCR MEI A Level course, which 

provides them with an excellent foundation for a wide range of 

university courses and careers. The MEI course is well supported 

through their excellent internet resources, for which all students 

will receive a login and password. The courses on offer at the 

time of writing are; A level Mathematics (MEI) (H640) and  Further 

Mathematics (MEI) (H645).

See Further Mathematics for details of that course.

Extra-curricular opportunities

There are a wide variety of extra-curricular opportunities for sixth 

form maths students. Ralph Allen takes part in the annual UKMT 

challenge, a national mathematics competition. We have 

a large number of student awarded golds in the completion, 

and there are typically students who qualify for further rounds 

including the prestigious Maths Olympiad. Our students also take 

part in the National Cipher Challenge, a national decryption 

competition. Students regularly win prizes and at least one team 

a year gets the chance to work with a local internet security 

firm. We also have strong links with Bath and Bristol universities, 

and students attend workshops and courses at both. At school 

we run a weekly maths club where students can get extra 

support with their work and a Cryptography Club.

EXAMINATION BOARD:  OCR (MEI)

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mr C McKenna, Curriculum Team  

 Leader Mathematics

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  Prospective mathematics students  

 are required to have at least a  

 Grade 7 in Mathematics at GCSE,  

 plus at least 3 other GCSEs Grade 6 

 or above.
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2017-19 A Level results: 81% A*-A  100% A*-C

Further Mathematics is the perfect choice if you are one of the 

lucky people who gets great pleasure from solving complicated 

problems and extending ideas to their logical conclusion. You will 

need to be rigorous in your logic, clear in your communication 

and resilient in the face of new and sometimes counter-intuitive 

ideas. You will develop a fluency in a range of diverse and 

highly connected advanced mathematical concepts. Most 

importantly, you will be able to dazzle friends and strangers at 

parties with your esoteric wisdom and notation. 

Results

We are extremely proud of our consistently excellent results at 

A Level. In the past three years, 81% of students have received 

A* or A grades and 100% of students received A*-C. Successful 

students have gone on to excellent courses and universities.   

In recent years, further mathematicians were accepted on to 

mathematics courses at Cambridge, Warwick, the University of 

Bath, the University of Leeds and Trinity College, Dublin.

Course structure and content

Students complete OCR A Further Mathematics (MEI) (H645). 

The MEI course is well supported through their excellent internet 

resources, for which all further mathematicians will have 

individual accounts. Students will complete a mandatory Pure 

Maths unit, a Statistics or Mechanics major and one other minor 

unit. The Pure Maths unit introduces and explores concepts 

including complex numbers, matrices and hyperbolic functions. 

In Statistics, they will work with a host of new ideas, including 

Normal and Poisson distributions, evaluating correlation, and 

probability density functions. The minor unit has historically been 

a classical mechanics or statistics unit, but other options are 

available including modelling with algorithms and an extra pure 

unit, and we are flexible with the course offered depending on 

students’ requirements.

Links

Further Maths students have access to a range of extracurricular 

opportunities. We have strong links with Bath and Bristol 

universities, and students attend workshops and courses at both. 

In particular, students attend weekly sessions at the University 

of Bath to support them towards STEP, MAT, or AEA exams 

(additional exams required for entry to the most competitive 

university mathematics courses).

Ralph Allen students also take part in the annual UK Mathematics 

Trust Challenge, a national mathematics competition. A 

large number of student are regularly awarded golds in the 

competition, and there are typically students who qualify for 

further rounds, including the prestigious Maths Olympiad. Our 

students also take part in the National Cipher Challenge, a 

national decryption competition. Students regularly win prizes 

and at least one team a year gets the chance to work with a 

local internet security firm. We are also members of the Further 

Maths Support Programme, through which students access a 

range of enrichment and extension activities. At school we run 

a weekly maths club where students can get extra support with 

their work. Cryptography Club.EXAM BOARD:  OCR (MEI)

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mr C McKenna

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  Prospective Further Mathematics  

 students are required to have at  

 least a Grade 7 in Mathematics at  

 GCSE, plus at least 4 GCSEs at  

 Grade 6 or above.

“ Pure mathematics is the world’s best 
game. It is more absorbing than chess, 
more of a gamble than poker, and lasts 
longer than Monopoly. It’s free.  It can be 
played anywhere - Archimedes did it in a 
bathtub.” 

 Richard J. Trudeau

Further Mathematics
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Core Mathematics Level 3
Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential 

in equipping students with the right skills to reach their future 

destination, whatever that may be. 

Core Maths is the new Level 3 qualification for students who 

achieved at least a Grade 4 (formerly a Grade C) at GCSE 

mathematics and wish to develop their practical skills so they 

may apply these in work, study or everyday life.

Core Maths is about students doing meaningful mathematical 

problems in order to increase their confidence in using maths 

and to be better equipped for the mathematical demands of 

other courses, higher education and employment.

The Core Maths Qualification carries UCAS points equivalent 

to an AS Level, although the course is taken over two years. 

Students will have two hours of lessons a week. There will be 

two exams, both calculator based. Topics on the first exam 

are: analysing data including the use of spreadsheets, personal 

finance, estimation and critical analysis of mathematical 

models. The second exam is on advanced statistical methods. 

Benefits of Core Maths

Core Maths has been designed to enable students to engage 

with, explore, enjoy and succeed in maths. Students will 

develop the skills they gained at GCSE and apply them to real 

life mathematical problems. The maths studied is not purely 

theoretical or abstract, it can be directly applied on a day to 

day basis, whether in work, study or life.

Core Maths includes a financial mathematics element, looking 

at tax, loans and aspects of economics – all useful for navigating 

adult life! Core Maths also provides support for the statistical 

and numerical aspects of other A level subjects, in particular the 

sciences, geography, business studies, economics, psychology 

and product design. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

CONTACT TEACHER:  Ms C Woodhouse, Key Stage 5   

 coordinator in maths

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Grade 4 or Higher in GCSE   

 mathematics. This course cannot be  

 taken alongside A Level Maths.

“ Statistical thinking will one day be 
as necessary a qualification for 
efficient citizenship as the ability 
to read and write.” 
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Music
2019 A Level Results: 66% A*/B, 100% A*-C

Students should choose Music because they have a love of the 

subject. It is an obvious choice for young musicians who wish 

to develop performing, composing and appraising skills.  It is 

an active course which comprises a healthy combination of 

coursework and examination. 

The Edexcel A Level Course

Component 1: Performing - 30%

• Non-examined assessment: externally assessed

Component 2: Composing - 30%

• Non-examined assessment: externally assessed

Component 3: Appraising. Written exam; 40%

During the course music is studied through composition and 

analysis in 6 Areas of Study.  Each Area of Study has 3 set works 

associated with them which will be analysed in detail from 

musical scores.  Students will also look at other pieces to explore 

the musical characteristics of these genres in a wider context.

Area of Study - Musical Genre

• Vocal Music (western classical music)

• Instrumental Music (western classical music)

• Music for Film

• Popular Music and Jazz

• Fusions (in classical, popular and jazz genres)

• New Directions (western classical music)

Component 1: Performing

Students perform 1 or more pieces on an instrument of their 

choice which can be be solo or as part of an ensemble.  

Performances can be in any style and on any instrument which 

can include the use of music technology. To gain the A Grade 

marks students should be performing music of approx. Grade 7 

ABRSM for A level.  Students can, of course, perform music of an 

easier standard but will not gain access to the A Grade marks.

Component 2: Composing

Free choice composition (40 marks)

• Briefs relating to areas of study OR Free composition

Composition brief to assess technique (20 marks)

1. Bach chorale  2. Two-part counterpoint

3. Arrangement 4. Remix

Component 3: Appraising

• Form and structure of the music 

• How and which musical elements are used within the piece 

• Appropriate musical vocabulary for each work 

• Stylistic features of the music 

• Conventions used in different times and places 

• How music relates to the context in which it was created 

• How to express and justify their opinions and preferences 

The summer written examination is 2 sections.  In section A 

students answer questions on their set works and also complete 

a melodic and rhythmic dictation exercise.  In section B students 

are asked to compare an unfamiliar piece with any of their set 

works in the same area of study and to write an essay from a 

choice of 3 about one of their set works.

Extended curriculum

All A Level Music students are expected to be a member of at 

least one extra-curricular music group (orchestra, jazz group, 

soul band, guitar group, choir, Bach to Broadway Choir, etc.). 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel

CONTACT TEACHER: Mrs K Randall, Curriculum Team  

 Leader Music and Music Technology

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs at Grade 9-5 with at least a  

 Grade 6 at GCSE Music. Students  

 should also have practical ability  

 and theory knowledge to  

 approximately Grade 5 standard  

 or above (exams do not necessarily  

 have to have been taken).  

“ Music is the movement of sound to 
reach the soul for the education of its 
virtue.” 

 Plato
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2019 A Level Results: 50% A*-B, 100% A*-C

If you are fascinated by the processes of recording and 

producing music and have a genuine interest in the history of 

popular music and recording techniques then Music Technology 

A Level could be a good choice for you.  

The Edexcel A Level Course

Component 1: Recording 20%

• Non-examined assessment: externally assessed

Component 2: Technology Based Composition 20%

• Non-examined assessment: externally assessed

Component 3: Listening and Analysing 25%

• Written examination

Component 4: Producing and Analysing 35%

• Practical/Written examination

Areas of Study

• Area of Study 1: Recording and production techniques for 

both corrective and creative purposes 

• Area of Study 2: Principles of sound and audio technology 

• Area of Study 3: The development of recording and 

production technology 

Component 1: Recording

Students choose one song from a list of 10 songs or artists released 

by the exam board and produce a stereo mix of that song. 

Component 2: Technology Based Composition

Students are assessed on their skills in creating, editing and 

structuring sounds with increased sensitivity and control to 

develop a technology-based composition. 

Component 3: Listening and Analysing

This component gives students the opportunity to identify, 

analyse and evaluate a range of creative music production 

 techniques, as applied to the unfamiliar commercial recordings 

supplied in the examination. As well as identifying effects and 

their associated parameter settings, students will explain the 

principles behind the choice of the effects heard on each 

recording, and their sonic character, in a series of written 

responses. 

Component 4: Producing and Analysing

This component assesses students’ knowledge of the techniques 

and principles of music technology through a series of written 

and practical tasks, in the context of audio and MIDI materials 

provided in the examination. The production stages of sound 

creation, audio editing and mixing will be covered. Students will 

work with unedited audio and MIDI materials that have been 

captured using microphone, DI and sequencing techniques. 

The examination will assess the ability to process and correct 

these materials using a range of production skills, culminating 

in a series of audio bounces/exports for individual instrumental/

vocal parts, plus a final stereo mix. Students will refine and 

combine pre-existing ‘ingredients’ of a mix to form a convincing 

final product. 

Extended Curriculum

All A Level Music Technology students should be a member of 

at least one extra-curricular music group (orchestra, jazz group, 

guitar group, choir, Bach to Broadway Choir, etc.). They will also 

become a member of the “Tech Crew” who run the sound and/

or lighting for school events.  

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mrs K Randall, Curriculum Team Leader

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs at Grades 9-5 and at  

 least a Grade 5 at GCSE Music.  

 Students who have not taken GCSE  

 Music may be accepted on to the A  

 level course if they can demonstrate  

 practical and theoretical skills at the  

 equivalent level.  

“ If I were not a physicist, I would probably  
be a musician. I often think in music.  
I live my daydreams in music. I see my  
life in terms of music.” 

 Albert Einstein

Music Technology
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2019 A Level Results:  100% pass rate with large  

uptake to art foundation and arts university courses

Course Content:

Students learn a broad range of photographic skills and 

techniques in both traditional and digital media. They are 

encouraged to develop their own style of working and will 

learn how to analyse and respond to the work of various 

photographers and artists. Starting with the fundamentals of 

darkroom photography, students will also learn how to use 

digital cameras and edit images in Photoshop.

About the Facilities

Purpose built darkroom with 12 enlargers. 2 computer suites. 

Photographic studio with Photoshop. A range of colour printers. 

Use of school SLR film Cameras. DSLR and compact digital 

cameras.

About the costs

Students need a Digital SLR (single lens reflex) camera. Students 

can share a camera. A film camera is useful, but not essential. 

Students need to buy films, sketchbooks and paper, which the 

school sells at cost price. A £10 darkroom fee covers papers 

and chemical use.

Year 12  Portfolio Development:

Key skills and techniques will be developed through workshops 

and themed projects. Elements of this work will be submitted as 

part of the students’ coursework (60% of the final Grade).

Year 13  Component 1 - Personal Study:

Students select a topic of their choice, researching and 

developing their work to a final outcome.

Component 2 - Externally set assignment:

Students choose one question (out of seven) and develop their 

work towards a 15 hour practical exam.

Year 12

During the initial part of the course students are introduced to a 

range of experimental darkroom processes and also learn how 

to shoot and develop 35mm black-and-white film. Emphasis is 

placed on experimentation and students are encouraged to 

approach different techniques as imaginatively and creatively 

as possible. Workshop-style lessons ensure that students have 

every opportunity to develop their skills and to direct work 

towards their own interests. The work will be differentiated 

for students who are experienced (have taken GCSE 

Photography) and those who are new to the subject. Students 

will also learn how to use digital cameras and will develop an 

understanding of key technical skills. Emphasis is placed on 

exciting ways to edit and manipulate images using digital and 

physical processes. Throughout the course students will explore 

and investigate the work of relevant photographers and artists. 

In Year 12, teachers will set themed projects for their students.

Year 13

In Year 13, students will have the opportunity to choose and 

develop their own project (Personal Study). Students choose 

an area of interest to investigate. They research a range of 

photographers and artists, producing practical work inspired 

by their investigations. The sketchbooks and final piece should 

show a depth of understanding and development. This must 

be accompanied by a 1000-3000 word essay. Students have 

their exam issued in February. They research their chosen topic 

culminating with a 15-hour exam in May, when the final pieces 

for the exam project are created. 

About Trips and Visits

We run Art, Photography and Culture trips every year to 

view galleries in London and abroad, where we stay for 

approximately a week. In the past these visits have included: 

Paris, New York, Venice, Barcelona, Rome, Florence and 

Madrid. The visits are linked to photography projects. 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA  

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mrs A. Lundy, Curriculum Leader  
 for Art & Photography;  
 Mr C Gordon, DCTL

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:   4 GCSEs, Grades 9-6, including GCSE  
 Art and/or GCSE  Photography.   
 Evidence of a portfolio of   
 Photography is required.

Photography

“ What matters is not what you photograph, 
but why and how you photograph it. Even 
the most controversial subject, if depicted 
by a sensitive photographer with honesty, 
sympathy, and understanding, can 
be transformed into an emotionally 
rewarding experience.” 

 Andreas Feininger, Total Photography 
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Physical Education 
2019 A Level results: 
100% pass rate for 16 consecutive years

100% of 2019 class achieved A-B grades

Why choose Physical Education?

A level PE is for those students who enjoy and play sport on a 

regular basis. The course allows you to explore the physiology, 

psychology and socio-cultural aspects of performance. It is 

envisaged that most students who opt for A Level PE will do so 

because this is where their specific interest and/or specialism lies. 

However, some may wish to consider A Level PE as a second, 

third or even fourth choice – the course is multidisciplinary, 

compatible with a wide range of other subjects including: 

Biology, Physics, Maths and History and French.

A Level

One 2 hour exam and two x 1 hour exams

Physiological factors affecting performance

• Applied Anatomy and Physiology

• Exercise Physiology

• Biomechanics

Psychological factors affecting performance

• Skill acquisition

• Sports Psychology

Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport

• Sport and Society

• Contemporary issues in physical activity and sport

Performance in Physical Education

• Performance or coaching in one physical activity

• Evaluation and analysis of performance for improvement

How may I use my qualification? 

A Level Physical Education is recognised and accepted at 

all universities including Oxford and Cambridge. The course 

should help prepare students for further courses such as: sports 

studies, sports science, physical education, movement studies, 

sports psychology, physiotherapy and sports journalism. It may 

also be of benefit to those considering a career in sport, health 

or leisure.

Where can A level Physical Education lead?

Previous student university destinations include:  Exeter - Sports 

Science; Loughborough – Sports Science; Cardiff – Sports 

Science / Sports Studies; Bath – Sports Coaching; London – Law.

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR  

CONTACT TEACHER:  Mr P Davis, Curriculum Team Leader,  

 Physical Education

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs  Grade 9-6 including  

 Physical Education Grade 9-6 or  

 evidence of practical skills at this level  

 and Grade 6 in Science

“ Intelligence and skill can only function 
at the peak of their capacity when 
the body is healthy and strong.” 

 John F. Kennedy
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2019 A Level Results:  73% A*- C 

Is Physics for me?

Physics is the study of the world and universe that surrounds you. 

If you enjoy understanding how everything around you works 

and interacts then A Level Physics is worth investigating. The 

OCR course covers all the major areas of physics.

Where can Physics take you?  

Physics leads to a wide range of courses and careers including 

Engineering, Medicine and Computing as well as combined 

degrees such as Arts & Science, or Philosophy & Law. Physics A 

level is viewed extremely highly by both employers and Higher 

Education Institutions. 

Year 12 unit 1: Mechanics

Motion - Physical quantities and units.  Scalars and vectors. 

Kinematics.  Linear motion.

Forces in action - Force. Nonlinear motion. Equilibrium. Car 

safety.

Work & energy - Work and conservation of energy. Kinetic and 

potential energies. Power. Behaviour of springs and materials.

Year 12 unit 2: Electrons, Waves & Photons

Electrical current - Electric current.

Resistance - Circuit symbols. E.m.f. and p.d. Resistance. 

Resistivity.  Power.

DC curcuits - Series and parallel circuits.  Practical circuits.

Waves - Wave motion.  Electromagnetic waves.  Interference.  

Stationary waves.

Quantum physics - Energy of a photon. The photoelectric 

effect. Wave-particle duality.  Energy levels in atoms.

In Year 13 you will tackle the following topics:

Newton’s Laws & Momentum, Circular Motion & Oscillations, 

Thermal Physics, Electric and Magnetic Fields, Capacitors & 

Exponential Decay, Nuclear Physics, Medical Imaging and 

Modelling the Universe.

Practical assessment

You will complete a minimum of 12 practical activities in 

class over the two years. These test a range of skills; planning, 

evaluation, analysing, precision etc. They do not carry any 

marks towards your final Grade and you will be awarded a 

pass/fail for the practical element – like a driving test !

Possible careers include...

Aeronautical engineering, Astronomer, Automobile Engineer, 

Biophysicist, Building Technologist, Civil Engineer, Electrical 

Engineer,  Electrician, Electronic Engineer,  Ergonomist, Flight 

Engineer, Forensic Scientist,  Geophysicist, Laboratory Technician,  

Lighting Technologist, Mechanical Engineer,  Merchant Navy, 

Metallurgist, Meteorologist, Mining  Engineer,  Nuclear Scientist, 

Optician, Patent Agent/Examiner,  Physicist, Production  Engineer, 

Radio and TV repair, Radiographer, Recording  Engineer, Space  

Scientist, Structural Engineer, Telecommunications, Veterinary 

Science and many more.

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR A   

CONTACT TEACHER: Mr S Tennant – DCTL Science; Physics

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Physics is a challenging course that  

 requires students to have a minimum  

 of 2 x Grade 6 at GCSE Double  

 Science or in GCSE  Physics plus   

 another GCSE science, Grade  

 6 GCSE Maths and Grade 5 English  

 Language. A Level mathematics is  

 not compulsory for those wishing to  

 study Physics but students find that  

 taking mathematics helps reinforce  

 elements of the course. Any student  

 wishing to study Physics, Science or  

 Engineering in the future is likely to  

 need maths. 

“ Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only 
to be understood.” 

 Marie Curie, first woman to be  
 awarded a Nobel Prize

Physics
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“ One of the penalties for refusing to 
participate in politics is that you end up 
being governed by your inferiors.” 

 Plato 

Politics (Bath Education Trust)
Politics is constantly changing the world around us, and at 

some point, everyone comes into contact with it – whether 

through voting, campaigning or simply watching the news. 

Young people are undoubtedly becoming more and more 

aware of both UK and international politics, with recent 

controversies such as the Brexit referendum and election of 

Donald Trump in the USA. The Politics A Level is a great way of 

beginning to engage with the political system and develop a 

deeper understanding of how our country works and the issues 

that shape the lives across the world.

Course Outline:  

Awarding body: Edexcel

Assessment: Three 2 hour written examinations comprising a 

number of essay style and source based questions.

Component 1: UK Politics (33%)

1. Political Participation: Democracy, political parties, electoral 

systems, pressure groups, voting behaviour and the media.

2. Core Political Ideas: Conservatism, liberalism, socialism.

Component 2: UK Government (33%)

• UK Government: The constitution, parliament, Prime Minister 

and executive, relationships between the branches.

• Non-core political ideas: anarchism.

Component 3: Representative Process in the USA (33%)

The US Constitution and federalism, Congress, the President, 

Supreme Court and civil rights, democracy and participation, 

comparative theories.

Why choose politics?

Are you interested in finding out what is going on around you 

politically?

Are you interested in gaining knowledge and understanding of 

how we elect out MPs and prime minister?

Do you enjoy hearing about the latest global news?

Do you enjoy discussion and debate?

If your answer to any of these questions is ‘yes’, then you should 

seriously consider studying politics.

What goes well with Politics?

Most subjects can go well with Politics. Students whose interests 

lie in subjects such as History, Geography or Economics find that 

Politics combines well with them. On the other hand, students 

whose interests lie mainly elsewhere often enjoy taking Politics 

as a contrasting subject if they simply have a pre-existing 

interest in current affairs and would like to develop their global 

awareness.

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms J Haggett

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs at Grade 6-9 including   

 Grade 6 in English language or   

 Grade 6 in English literature.
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2019 A Level Results: 87% A*-C

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. 

It embraces all aspects of the human experience - from the 

functions of the brain to the environments in which humans 

and other animals develop; from child development to ageing.   

Psychologists study two critical relationships: one between brain 

function and behaviour, and one between the environment 

and behaviour. Psychologists follow scientific methods, using 

careful observation, experimentation and analysis.

Paper 1: Introductory topics in Psychology.  

(One 2 hour exam in May/June)

Social Influence

• Types of conformity and explanations for conformity

• Explanations for obedience

• Explanations of resistant to social influence

• Minority influence

Memory

• The nature of memory

• Models of memory

• Types of long term memory

• Explanations for forgetting

Attachment

• Caregiver-infant interactions in humans

• Stages of attachment

• The role of the father

• Animal studies of attachment

Psychopathology

• Definitions of abnormality

• Characteristics of phobias, depression and OCD

• Explanations of phobias, depression and OCD

• Treatment of phobias, depressions an OCD

Paper 2: Psychology in context (One 2 hour exam in May/

June). It includes:

Approaches in Psychology

• Origins of Psychology

• Key approaches in Psychology

• Comparison of approaches

Biopsychology

• The nervous system

• Localisation of function in the brain

• Plasticity and functional recovery

• Ways of studying the brain

Research methods

• Psychological research methods (Experiments, 

Observations, self-report techniques, Correlational analysis, 

Content analysis, Case studies).

• Ethical issues

• Data Analysis and presentation

• Introduction to statistical testing 

Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology (One 2 hour exam 

in May/June)

Issues and debates in Psychology

• Gender bias and culture bias in Psychology

• Free will and determinism

• The Nature-nurture debate

• Holism and reductionism

Relationships

• Sexual selection and human reproductive behaviour

• Factors affecting attraction

• Theories of romantic relationships

• Virtual relationships in social media

Forensic Psychology

• Offender profiling

• Explanations of offender behaviour

• Dealing with offender behaviour

Schizophrenia

• Diagnosis and classification of schizophrenia

• Explanations for schizophrenia

• Therapies for schizophrenia

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

CONTACT TEACHER: Miss L Hosford, Teacher of  Psychology  

 and Deputy Curriculum Team  

 Leader Philosophy and social   

 science

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSE’s Grade 9-6 (or equivalent)  

 including grade 5 or above in   

 Science, Maths and English.

“ The brain is wider than the sky.” 
 Emily Dickinson

PsychologyPsychology
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Religious Studies
2019 A Level results:  30% A*-A  90% A*-C  100% A*-D

What do I need to study this course?
This course requires you to have an enquiring mind, an interest 

in religion and a desire to examine some of the biggest 

questions in the universe. What you do not need is a religious 

belief (although it is fine if you do have one!). You will need 

to be able to read quite challenging texts, take notes, discuss 

and examine a range of different issues, and be able to write a 

good examination answer.

Why Religious Studies? 

Are you interested in finding out what really makes people tick? 

What drives certain individuals, groups and communities to 

act in certain ways? Do you often puzzle over the many news 

stories of suffering and injustice and wonder what should be 

done? Do you enjoy a good argument? Should we all have the 

right to say whatever we want to? 

As a result of studying this course students develop the ability 

of communicating in a sophisticated way, and are able to 

analyse and deconstruct complex arguments.  Crucially, 

students also gain a greater understanding of the self and the 

way the world works.

Philosophy means the ‘love of wisdom’ in Greek.  This course 

takes a closer look at the ideas behind how we live our lives.  

What we think is true affects our view of ourselves and how we 

treat other people in the world.  Ethics is about the right way 

to live. Where do these ideas come from? Is there an absolute 

morality which would be right for everyone? What happens 

when there is conflict?  

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion  - 100 marks, 33.33%

Content overview

Philosophical issues and questions; The nature and influence of 

religious experience; Problems of evil and suffering; Philosophical 

language; Works of scholars; Influences of developments in 

religious belief. 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics - 100 marks, 33.33%

Content overview 

Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics; 

A study of three ethical theories; Application of ethical theories 

to issues of importance; Ethical language; Deontology, Virtue 

Ethics and the works of scholars; Medical ethics: beginning and 

end of life issues. 

Paper 3: Study of Religion - Christianity

Route A - 100 marks, 33.33%

Content overview 

Religious beliefs, values and teachings; Sources of wisdom and 

authority; Practices that shape and express religious identity; 

Social and historical developments; Works of scholars; Religion 

and society; Primary texts. 

Assessment overview for all units

One question in each of the two sections on each paper (one 

20 mark, one 30 mark question on each).

EXAMINATION BOARD: Eduqas 

CONTACT TEACHER: Mr J Mellor, Curriculum Team Leader 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs at Grade 9-6. You should  
 gain a Grade 5  or above in English  
 and Grade 6 or above in Philosophy  
 & Ethics (if you take PEt/Religious  
 Studies at GCSE) or GCSE Sociology.

“ It is the mark of an educated mind to 
be able to entertain a thought 
without accepting it.” 

 Aristotle

(Philosophy, Ethics and  
a study of Christianity)
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2019 A Level Results: 43% A*-A    86% A*-C   

 

What is Sociology?

Sociology offers a fascinating insight into the social world 

that we all inhabit. It enables us to understand the structure 

and dynamics of society, and their intricate connections to 

patterns of human behaviour and individual life changes.  It 

examines the ways in which forms of social structure -- groups, 

organisations, communities, social categories (such as class, 

gender, age, or ethnicity) - and various social institutions (such 

as kinship, economic, political, or religious) affect human 

attitudes, actions and opportunities.

UNIT 1 – Education with Methods in Context

eg. what are the factors that affect achievement?

UNIT 2 – Families and Households and Research Methods

e.g. What are the causes of single parenthood? 

UNIT 3 - Beliefs in Society

Is Britain a secularised society? 

UNIT 4 – Crime & Deviance, Theory & Method

How reliable and valid are official crime statistics? 

The A level involves completing 3 x 2 hour exams at the end of 

the 2 year course.

Why study Sociology?

‘Because it is an enjoyable and illuminating experience, which 

helps you to understand your place in the social world… 

for those who wish to explore the dimension of individuals 

interacting to create a society which is larger than the 

individuals which make it up, then sociology is the answer.  They 

will not be disappointed.’  (Tony Lawson, Chief Examiner for 

Sociology.) 

All assessment in Sociology is through written assignments, 

developing your ability to write clearly and succinctly, both of 

which are extremely important skills.

What do I need? 

To be a successful sociologist, personal and academic qualities 

are important. You need to be interested in the world around 

you, be able to question and challenge ideas and opinions, 

enjoy reading around subjects and be predicted a grade 5 or 

above in English and Philosophy and Ethics.

Where does it lead?

Sociology is an excellent accompaniment to many A level 

subjects including History, English Literature and Language, 

Psychology, Geography, and Religious Studies.  It is a useful 

subject for a wide range of careers, such as criminology, 

politics, social work; the probation service, journalism, teaching 

and counselling, law, media and business management

‘Sociology is an extremely versatile degree in the employment 

market with 50-60% of graduates telling us that they have 

chosen to go directly into employment within six months of 

graduation. Many are attracted to careers where they can 

explore areas of work focusing on their interest in society or 

supporting individual members of society. This is why careers in 

the charity and voluntary sector, education, law, and local or 

national government are consistently popular. We also see a 

constant flow of sociology graduates into careers in healthcare 

and media. Previous graduates now work as teachers, charity 

officials, police officers, solicitors, marketing managers, trade 

union officials, web designers and librarians to name but a few.’ 

Bristol University Sociology department

Trips

Year 13 trips to Bath Magistrates’ Court and a grade booster 

workshop in Bristol.

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  

CONTACT TEACHER: Mrs K Forrester

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs at Grade 9-6. GCSE  

 English Language/Literature Grade 5  

 or equivalent in a subject that  

 demonstrates essay writing skills e.g.  

 History, Philosophy & Ethics.

“ The fascination in Sociology lies in the 
fact that its perspective makes us see in 
a new light, the very world in which we 
have lived all our lives.” 

 Peter Berger, Invitation to Society

Sociology
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2019 A Level Results:  100% A*-B

Why study Spanish at A level? ... because it is a 
world language!

There are over 400 million native speakers of Spanish - more than 

of any other language except English and Mandarin Chinese. 

Spanish is becoming an increasingly global language, and it is 

predicted that about 420 million (7% of the world’s population) 

will speak Spanish which will make it the world’s largest first 

language after Mandarin. Spanish is spoken by over 8% of the 

US population. Language skills are essential in the modern world 

and a degree in Spanish may lead to many opportunities at 

home, in Europe, and North and South America. This course will 

help students to understand the history, society, literature and 

general culture of Spain and Latin America.

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all 

their exams at the end of the course.

Subject content

Core content

1. Social issues and trends

2. Political and artistic culture

3. Grammar

4. Works: Literary texts and films

Paper 1 assessment: Listening, reading and writing

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes | 100 marks | 50% of A-level

Paper 2 assessment: Writing

Students are assessed from one text and one film or two texts 

from the list set in the specification

Grammar assessment: 

Written exam: 2 hours | 80 marks in total | 20% of A-level

Questions

• Either one question in Spanish on a set text from a choice of 

two questions and one question in Spanish on a set film from 

a choice of two questions or two questions in Spanish on set 

texts from a choice of two questions on each text.

• All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts 

and issues covered in the work and a critical and analytical 

response to features such as the form and the technique 

of presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the 

effect of narrative voice in a prose text or camera work in a 

film).

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per 

essay.

Paper 3 assessment: : Speaking

Students are assessed by an individual research project

One of four sub-themes ie Aspects of Hispanic society or Artistic 

culture in the Hispanic world or Multiculturalism in Hispanic 

society or Aspects of political life in Hispanic society

Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time 

| 60 marks in total | 30% of A-level

Questions

• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a 

stimulus card (5–6 minutes). The student studies the card for 5 

minutes at the start of the test (25 marks).

• Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of 

individual research project (35 marks).

Students may take the assessment only once before certification.

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms Y Tornero Pérez.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs Grade 9-6, including  

 Spanish Grade 9-6.

Spanish

“ To have another language is to 
possess a second soul.”

 Charlemagne
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2019 BTEC Sport Results: 
71% of students who completed the two year course 

exceeded their targets, with 57% 2 grades above.  

Why choose BTEC Sport?

BTEC Sport is for those pupils who have a major interest in 

sport: playing it, coaching it, umpiring it and learning about 

different aspects of it. It is a vocational qualification combining 

practical tasks with academic study. The course is delivered 

through varied assignment tasks, off site activities and practical 

activities. It is a two-year, full time course that is equivalent to 2 

A levels. 

How do I get on the course?

Each candidate for the course will be judged on their individual 

merits, but a Grade 5 in GCSE PE as well as general sixth 

form requirements will be used as a benchmark. Motivated, 

independent and organised learners are particularly welcome. 

What sort of areas will I cover?

• Sports leadership

Learners study what makes a good leader, the different 

capacities of this role, and the leadership skills and techniques 

necessary when leading activities in different roles.

• Sports injury

Learners study the signs and symptoms of sports injuries, 

application of basic treatment and rehabilitation methods, 

injury risk factors and injury prevention.

• Sport as a business

Learners will look at the different types of sports business and 

see what impacts them and how they can grow.

• Practical sports performance

Learners study the skills, techniques, tactics and rules of selected 

sports through active participation in individual sports.

How and when will I be assessed?

One unit of work will be assessed via an online exam and 

two units of work are externally assessed via scenario-based 

questions. 

The other units will be assessed through a variety of tasks, for 

example:

• Powerpoint presentations, videos, laboratory documents, 

booklets

• Coaching young people, leading young people, performing 

in sports, umpiring sports, fitness testing 

• Designing and performing training programmes

How may I use the qualification?

BTEC Sport is recognised and accepted at most universities. The 

course will help prepare students for further courses sucsuch 

as:  Sport Studies, Sports Development, Sports Coaching, Sport 

and Leisure, and Business in Sport, as well as non-related sports 

courses.

Where can a BTEC in sport lead?

As well as on to higher education courses mentioned above, the 

nature of the course means that the police force, army and fire 

brigade are options for BTEC students. The course can also prepare 

students for numerous careers in sport, recreation and leisure. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel

CONTACT TEACHER: Mrs E Brown, BTEC Sport Coordinator

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs Grade 9-5 including  

 Physical Education Grade 9-5 or   

 above and at least Grade 4 in Maths  

 and English.

“ For pupils who dream of careers in 
sports, leisure and fitness the BTEC 
Sport is ideal.”

Sport    BTEC Level 3 Diploma
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Overview

You will learn about the exciting travel and tourism industry, 

including UK and long-haul destinations, how the business works 

as you boost your foreign language skills.

Tour operators, airlines, hotels and tourist attractions are just 

some of the businesses seeking to recruit new talent and this 

course will put you in a strong position. The ability to speak a 

foreign language is a huge advantage in the global travel and 

tourism industry, allowing you to communicate verbally as well 

as via electronic mail and social media in a host of exciting 

markets and destinations.

As well as understanding how the business side of the travel 

and tourism industries works, there is a practical language 

element to the course (either French or Spanish). Fluency in a 

second language will help you stand out as a job candidate 

and broaden the countries you can work in and the roles you 

can fulfil. It is a passport to a world of opportunities – and this 

course will get you on your way.

Your studies will include a period of work experience as well as a 

number of trips to a range of destinations and attractions within 

the local area.  

Why should I choose this course?

• You will develop a wide range of tourism-related knowledge 

and skills – with the bonus of learning a language.

• You will develop professional attributes that will boost your 

job prospects in the tourism industry.

• You will have a variety of career paths to choose from – so 

your options are open.

• It is an ideal course if you like meeting new people and enjoy 

exciting experiences

• You will have a language skill for life.

• The course will combine practical activities with academic 

study.

• You will have practical work based experience.

Assessment

• The course will be assessed by completion of written 

assignments as well as exam elements.

• There will also be an assessment in your chosen language.

Where will a Travel and Tourism qualification lead?

• To a further course at College or University at degree level in 

Business, a Language or Marketing.

• To a higher level apprenticeship in a local business in the 

travel and tourism sector.

• To employment in a travel and tourism company, of which 

there are many in the Bath/Bristol areas. 

EXAMINATION BOARD: TBA

CONTACT TEACHER: TBA

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 4 GCSEs at grade 5 or above, ideally  

 including English and maths and a  

 language (either French or Spanish) at  

 least at grade 4

 Strong attendance in year 11

 You should be committed,   

 enthusiastic and have a desire to  

 succeed in the tourism industry. 

“ People are always grateful when you 
make a difference in their lives. That is 
the essence of any successful business”

 Stelios Haji-Iannou, Founder of EasyJet

Travel and Tourism    BTEC Diploma

“ Speak to a man in a language he 
understands it goes to his head; if you 
speak to him in his language it goes to 
his heart” 

 Nelson Mandela



51

‘My daughter commented that the 

move to Ralph Allen was the best thing 

she ever did, that she has a wealth of 

friends already, and academically, she 

seems to be thriving.  I can’t thank you 

enough for helping us make a decision 

that has resulted in such a positive 

outcome for her.’

Parent

Travel and Tourism    BTEC Diploma
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Ralph Allen School,
Claverton Down Road, Bath  BA2 7AD

Telephone: +44 (0)1225 832936
enquiries@ralphallenschool.com

www.ralphallenschool.com

 @RalphAllenBath

 Ralph Allen
All information in this booklet was correct at the time of going to press.   

Please see the school website for the latest information.
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