Ralph Allen School

Respect, Teamwork and Personal Best

Academic excellence for
girls and boys
Ralph Allen School
Headline exam statistics 2019
A Level results summary
34% A/A*
84% A*-C
GCSE results summary
33% 9-7 (A*/A)
74% of students achieved
5 or more 9-4 (A*-C) grades
including English and maths
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Headteacher’s
Welcome

I was delighted in January 2018 to be appointed the new Headteacher for Ralph
Allen School following five years as a Deputy Headteacher. I have thoroughly
enjoyed working in this vibrant and popular school and now have the pleasure of
leading it into its 60th year and beyond.
For me Ralph Allen is very special and a happy place

The relationships between staff and students are

to work and learn. I am very proud of our dedicated,

excellent and comments from Ofsted stated;

hardworking staff whose expertise and passion continue
to inspire and encourage our students to be all they

‘Pupils value highly the support they get from teachers,

can be and they in turn inspire us with their wonderful

which helps them to improve their work.’

achievements. We were very happy to receive the
following positive responses from parents in Ofsted’s

The school values of Team Work, Respect and Personal

report in 2018:

Best are lived out in the school, and our rewards system
recognises students who try and are respectful in school.

‘Parents spoke of the school as “warm and friendly” with

In particular at Ralph Allen we encourage and foster

“enthusiastic teachers”. Parents are confident that you

behaviour in students to build resilience and the desire

[the headteacher], your leaders and governors quickly

to give their best efforts to achieve their own Personal

tackle any concerns they may have about the quality

Best not only at school but also in life.

of education and care their children receive.’
I very much hope that you enjoy your visit and find all
Our vision is very much a child centred approach,

the information that you need here and on our website

preparing them for learning and life. When students

www.ralphallenschool.com to enable you and your

feel happy and safe they progress in their learning and

child to make an informed decision about where is best

this is always highlighted in our excellent academic

for them to continue their education.

achievement.

Andy Greenhough, Headteacher
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‘The headteacher is passionate about the school
and provides strong and confident leadership,
together with a clear sense of direction.’
Ofsted April 2018

Academic Excellence
Sustained Success

The results speak for themselves

The school’s academic achievements have

Ralph Allen students are high-achieving and

been impressive over a sustained period and

consistently obtain excellent grades at GCSE

compare favourably with those of many

and at A level, beating national averages.

selective and private schools.

In 2019 A level 84% of grades were A*-C. 34%

Every year Ralph Allen students secure places
at Oxford, Cambridge and top universities in
the country.

Outstanding progress in core
subjects
We are particularly strong in core results with
74% of students in 2019 achieving grade 4 or
above at GCSE in English and mathematics.
‘Pupils value highly the support they get from

of grades were A*-A. As well as the students
who achieved high academic grades, a

2017 students’
destinations
include Oxford,
Cambridge,
US and top
Russell Group
universities

‘The high standard
of teaching, UCAS
guidance and excellent
results have enabled
both my children to go
to the university of
their choice.’
PARENT

‘Governors are well
informed and provide
the school with a good
balance of support and
challenge.’
OFSTED APRIL 2018

number of students achieved their personal
best through effort and dedication. GCSE
results were also excellent. 33% of all grades
were 9-7 (A*-A) 74% of students achieved
five or more 9-4 grades (previously A*-C)
including English and maths. Nearly a third
of all students achieved at least five of the
highest grades, which is our best result so far.

teachers, which helps them to improve their
work. This is particularly so in English and
drama.’ Ofsted April 2018.
Excellent progress continues into the Sixth
Form. Ofsted in April 2018 commented: ‘The
sixth form is very well led and managed. Highquality leadership, effective teaching that
challenges students and strong relationships
enable students to make consistently good
progress and become confident young adults.
… the sixth form is a strength of the school and
students are extremely positive about their
experiences.’
We believe that Ralph Allen is about far
more than just achieving great exam
results, however, and there is a particular
Ralph Allen factor which students take
with them. Combined with their academic
achievements this puts them in an excellent
position when they leave.
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Ralph Allen team
won 1st prize for
Programming in
First Lego League
competition,
Hungary, 2018

‘Marcus Holmes,
Somerset FA was very
impressed with the
skills and teamwork of
the Ralph Allen girls.’
PARENT

‘The headteacher has
the full support of the
staff and has further
developed a strong
culture of ambition and
aspiration among both
staff and pupils.’
OFSTED APRIL 2018

‘My son had a great first day. We’re so pleased. It
made such a difference this morning for parents to
be welcomed in and to be part of it, and got us off
to a great start.’ New Year 7 parent

A Unique Journey
Co-curricular learning
Co-curricular learning opportunities are
vitally important, and the diversity provides
something for everyone. The range is
extended every year - the latest on offer
are after-school clubs in Mandarin and Tae
Kwon Do. Enrichment is provided through
the fortnightly timetabled ‘Wednesday
Windows’, which was admired by Ofsted in
their 2014 inspection. Choices range from
archery and jewellery-making to claymodelling and Zumba. Many students are
enrolled on the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
scheme, taking part at Bronze, Silver and
Gold Level.

World champions in Lego Robotics
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
(STEM) related activities are particularly strong.

All Year 7 students have a timetabled STEM
lesson. Many participate in the international
Lego robotics competition, in which one of the
school’s teams won 1st prize for Programming
in 2018. In 2019 students from Ralph Allen were
part of a team who took first place for Best
Robot Design at the World Championships in
Detroit.

A Dyson School
Year 8 students follow schemes of work
inspired by our links with the James Dyson
Foundation, and can use state of the art
Design Technology machines, financed
by the Foundation. For older students an
Engineering Club is hosted by the University
of Bath, and other activities are designed to
inspire girls, as well as boys, to enter STEMrelated careers.

Excellence in sport
From our elite athletes who attend specialist
training programmes at the University of
Bath, to team games in PE lessons and
weekly clubs, we offer a wide range of
sports for all our students – including football,
rugby, cricket, netball, hockey and table
tennis. As part of Steve Davis’s CueZone
programme, students are encouraged to
master snooker, and Ralph Allen students
regularly reach county and national level in
different sports such as athletics and netball.
Our own facilities are extended by visits to
the University of Bath – for example, for track
sports day and tennis competition finals.
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ANNUAL YOUNG
MUSICIAN
OF THE YEAR
COMPETITION

‘The teacher has gone out of her way to show my
daughter (and other students) that she believes in
them and wants them to succeed. My daughter
has been inspired and empowered to work hard
to achieve good results. I have never seen such a
dedicated and committed teacher …’ Parent

Outstanding Staff
Team work
‘Team’ is a word that incoming Year 7
students will hear repeatedly, and it is valued
by staff and students alike. Team work is one
of the school’s core values.
We believe that visitors to the school will
notice the atmosphere of the school which
is harmonious, friendly, and has this same
quality of good team work.

‘My academic
success is because of
the great Ralph Allen
teachers.’
EX-STUDENT

fundamental investment in staff training can

‘My son would not stop
talking about the [new
students’] day, who
he met, both fellow
students and teachers,
and what he got up to
during his time at Ralph
Allen today.’

this be achieved. Support staff have a wide

NEW PARENT

Governors and the school’s Leadership
Team are committed to the highest quality
of teaching and learning and understand
that only with strong recruitment and a

range of expertise.
We understand that working in schools is a
vocation rather than just another job; staff
in Ralph Allen go the second and third mile

Our staff are very dedicated to the school;

to support the students in

we take only the best that can be recruited.

our care.

Teachers are well-qualified and enthusiastic.
‘Pupils speak highly of the support they
receive.’ Ofsted April 2018.
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GOLD MEDAL,
NETBALL TEAM,
COMMONWEALTH
GAMES 2018
Serena Guthrie,
member of England
netball team,
ex-student

‘All our children have
been at Ralph Allen
– all have had a top
class education and
have left as happy
rounded people.
Couldn’t better it.’
PARENT

‘We cannot thank you enough for all of your hard
work, dedication and support over the past seven
years. Our daughter has grown and matured in front
of our eyes and we know that you have all been part
of that process.’ Parents

Personal Development

‘Parents are
confident that the
school keeps their
children safe and
cares for them
well.’

Promoting good relationships

Promoting leadership qualities

The school’s code of conduct, The Ralph Allen

Each tutor group allows for students to show

Way, is a unique framework for students. It offers

leadership qualities. We appoint two House

guidance on behaviour, as well as a personal

Captains and two Vice Captains, and

challenge for character development.

representatives from the houses go to School

OFSTED APRIL 2018

Mixed-age tutor groups allow students to
make relationships and to learn from each

Council with the Headteacher and Senior
Students.

other across year groups. For example,

Ofsted commented that, ‘Parents and

students share their experiences about

carers are overwhelmingly positive about

options, examinations and are mentored by

the quality of care and education their

older students. This is also a very effective

children receive. Typical comments spoke

way to help Year 6 students to make the

of the school as “warm and friendly”, with

transition from primary school. Students stay

“enthusiastic” teachers.’

in the same tutor group for five years so the
tutor really gets to know each child and can
support them at key times.

Parents commented: ‘We remain firm
believers that Ralph Allen is truly providing
the best education for both our boys, and
highly recommend the school to all! The
academic and the nurturing is superb,
making both boys feel happy, valued and
supported.’.

Real life, real work experience
All students in Year 10 are given the
opportunity to take part in a week of work
experience and students in the Sixth Form
are also supported to find placements that
link to their future career areas. Ralph Allen
has built up very strong links with City of Bath
College, the University of Bath and Bath
Spa University, through its membership of
the Bath Education Trust. This also provides
outstanding support for students making
applications for higher or further education.
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Various
productions take
place across the
whole year

When Winston Churchill was asked to cut arts
funding in favour of the war effort, he simply replied,
“then what are we fighting for?”
“Creativity is valued
and enhanced”

Excellence in drama
and music
Because creativity is key

Annual highlights

At Ralph Allen, we focus on the students

Ralph Allen School has a rich history of plays

pursuing their better selves and we feel

and performances. The last three productions

that it is important to offer something that is

have been Oliver! Les Misérables and Grease.

emotional, creative and fun.

This year our whole school production will be

We believe that drama and music increase

Guys and Dolls.

students’ ability to think outside the box with

Annual performances, summer and winter

imagination and vision. Drama students

concerts, visiting music teachers – these are

are expected to critique their own and

all evidence of the thriving drama and music

others’ processes and this develops a lively

opportunities

questioning mind that is helpful for life. Music

school.

at

EX-STUDENT

“Thank you to all RA
staff for your endless
support and guidance;
my boy has been
accepted to Leeds
School of Music. We are
so thankful and proud
of him and the school”
EX-PARENT

the

is a key part of our lives and is everywhere.
Learning a musical instrument and partaking
in performances helps students to develop
time management skills and discipline.
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We were so proud of our new school and what a joy to have
everything on one site.
No more field trips to Timsbury for field games.
No more trips to Peasdown St John for Cookery or Woodwork.
No more wellies for trips to the toilets.
Comment from original 1958 student

Experience Counts

ESTABLISHED

1958

Ralph Allen School has a proud history since its opening in 1958. It is named after
the Bathonian Ralph Allen, whose core values and traditions still live strong within
the school today. Notable as an entrepreneur and philanthropist, he reformed
the British postal system and quarried the Bath stone which makes the World
Heritage city famous.
Innovation from the start
When Ralph Allen first opened as a flagship school for
Somerset with innovative facilities and curriculum it
made an immediate impact in the community. Over
the last six decades Ralph Allen has maintained its
reputation for innovation with exciting developments

increasing number of top universities in the UK and US,
and have opportunities to make art and cultural visits
to the USA and Europe. We take in students from a
wide range of countries.

including the Dyson Project, prize-winning Lego

Looking forward

robotics teams, the unique elite athletes programme

We have just celebrated the Diamond anniversary

and award-winning buildings. Ralph Allen’s ethos

of the school. Our new purpose-built dining hall is

continues to be built on a platform of academic

opening in September to students and staff and the

excellence, with year on year best ever GCSE and A

foundations are currently being laid for a new maths

level results making us a leading B&NES school.

block.

International outlook

Though the future may be fast-changing and

Today Ralph Allen’s outlook is global. Student and
teacher visitors come from all over the world; alumni
have been celebrated for their achievements with
Hollywood Oscars and national architecture awards.

14

Ralph Allen students go on to higher education in an

uncertain, Ralph Allen continues to prepare students
to be good citizens, flexible and skilled workers, and to
have lasting values.

Transforming Facilities,
Transforming Lives
NEW PURPOSE-BUILT
MATHS BLOCK FOR

2020

Ralph Allen School is situated within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty on the southern edge of Bath. Part of the beautiful Bath skyline with the
University of Bath, Prior Park and Rainbow Woods as our neighbours, we benefit
from southern views and playing fields overlooking the Limpley Stoke Valley and
Westbury White Horse.
Teaching and learning developments
We have recently enriched our campus further
with three outstanding teaching and learning

Our new dining hall opened in September and a new
maths block is currently being built for completion in
summer 2020.

developments. The Lee Sixth Form Centre houses

Our campus is designed around the needs of

vibrant classrooms with state of the art technology,

learning; courtyards provide calm focal points

study and leisure facilities for students. This award

for students, which are then connected through

winning building is designed to bridge the gap to

circulation and covered external routes.

Further Education. The exquisite learning gardens
provide a variety of wildlife habitats, mini orchards

Green landscapes

and quiet spaces.

We are extremely proud of our inspirational facilities

English and Modern Foreign Languages are housed
in the stunning Rose Building, providing light and airy
spaces and named after legendary long-serving
Assistant Principal Mr Steve Rose. We are passionate
about sport during and after school and our enviable
full sized all weather pitch provides a fabulous

and our breath-taking views of surrounding green
countryside. We welcome prospective students,
parents and community partners to come and
see why young people thrive in our environment
and benefit from the calmness engendered by
surrounding landscapes.

addition to sporting facilities.
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Alumnus

Alumna

Alumnus

‘Ralph Allen School shaped my values in a
fundamental way. Everyone was treated as equally
important, was nurtured to bring out their own
individual strengths, and was encouraged to treat
others the same way.’ Alumnus Kate Arthurs (left),
now working at the British Council

Where are they now?
THE SCHOOL’S
ALUMNI RELATIONS
ARE COORDINATED
BY FUTUREFIRST
www.futurefirst.org.uk

Ralph Allen students go on to Further

engineers, architects, doctors, teachers,

or Higher Education both in the UK and

university lecturers, administrators, chefs,

overseas. They choose to follow many

dancers, athletes, social workers, solicitors,

different career paths.

accountants, charity workers, designers,

Our alumni include a Scottish Premiership
footballer, an Oscar-award winning designer,
a Times journalist, national netballers – and

and many others. Whatever path students
choose, Ralph Allen gives excellent
preparation for life.

‘A large proportion of students are successful in
securing university places at home and abroad,
including Oxbridge and American Elite Sport
scholarships.’ Ofsted

Into the future
Sixth Form at Ralph Allen
Many students choose to return to Ralph
Allen’s sixth form provision after Year 11,
and they are joined by new students from
other schools. The outstanding teaching

may be. The Lee Sixth Form Centre is the
hub of our excellent post-16 provision, and
provides attractive space for study and for
recreation.

is a feature of the sixth form, together

For more information about the sixth form,

with a wide range of both academic and

please see the school website, Sixth Form

vocational courses. UCAS preparation is

section, or contact Miss Jackie Haggett and

provided by experienced staff. Students are

the sixth form team.

guided through the process of applying for
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their next steps after school, whatever they

School life
Getting to school

Year 6 Transition

Transport to school is of vital importance and

The school has a model Year 6-7 transition

we collaborate with local bus companies and

process, led by experienced specialist members

parents to improve travel to and from school.

of staff. Our aim is to ensure that our new

We work closely with Sustrans to achieve the best

students settle in quickly and feel a sense of

possible sustainable travel solutions for everyone.

belonging, making new friends and getting

Food matters
The school’s in-house catering team provides

to know the school and staff so they can then
enjoy their learning.

healthy food and snacks before school, at

Pastoral care and support

break-time and for lunch, in the fantastic new

The House and tutoring system, with teams of

purpose-built dining hall and in the Snack Shack.

tutors and dedicated House staff, provides a

Motivation with House points

strong pastoral support structure for all students.
For children with Additional Educational Needs,

House points reward students for good results,

the school has a team of specialist staff led by

working hard, being helpful, guiding parents

the Head of Inclusion.

round the school, community involvement,
acting as good role models, and many other

Communication with parents

achievements. They can lead to reward trips

Communication with parents is key to the

such as to London or paint-balling.

success of our students. We have many

Gifted & talented and elite athletes

opportunities for parents to meet with the school,
including a tutor meeting at the start of the

Ralph Allen is committed to excellence

year and a parents’ evening later in the year.

– academically and in sports – and our

Progress checks are sent out three times a year,

experienced staff enable students to develop

one being a full written report with teachers’

whatever their individual strengths may be and

comments. Parents have online access to their

achieve at the highest level.

child’s progress and information about school

School events and celebrations
GCSE and A level certificate evenings, Year

life. Please sign up to the school’s facebook and
twitter pages for up to date news, and visit the
website which is updated daily.

11 Prom, Year 13 Ball, music concerts, sports
awards assemblies, Celebration Evening – just

Admissions

some of the spectacular annual events and

Putting Ralph Allen as your first choice ensures

celebrations in which we honour our students’

you are choosing the best for your child.

amazing achievements.

Our experienced admissions team will offer
guidance throughout the admissions process.
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is the kindling of a flame,
“ Education
not the filling of a vessel”
Socrates

Learning at Ralph Allen School
At RAS we aim to have a curriculum which…
•

Is rich, varied & deep as well as being relevant to young
people; the curriculum will be made up of both substantive
(the content of a subject) as well as the disciplinary (the
analysis, evaluation) elements

•

Promotes independence: it produces students who take
responsibility for their own learning, understand the ways in
which they learn best and the importance of attending to
their own wellbeing, as well as that of others; it will develop
the desire to keep learning after leaving school

•

Meets the needs of all learners with a suitable degree of
challenge for all and without labelling learners

•

Develops the following characteristics – ambition (to
achieve a personal best), responsibility (for own actions),
respect (of other people), the ability to question (not take
things at face value), determination (in the face of apparent
failure), resilience (to keep going in the face of challenges)

•

aim is to bring about inspirational learning opportunities through
our curriculum. This meets the needs of all our students, both
in terms of helping them achieve their personal best in public
examinations and preparing them for the next stage of their lives
and adulthood.We organise our learning around Curriculum
Teams as follows: • Art and Photography (Curriculum Team Leader [CTL], Mrs
Lundy)
• Computing and Information & Communication Technology
(CTL, Mr Torofdar)
• Design & Technology – Resistant materials, Graphics, Textiles,
Food Technology (CTL, Mr Pridham)
• Drama (CTL, Ms Hobbs)
• English (CTL, Ms Smith)
• Geography (CTL, Mr Paisley)
• History (CTL, Miss Walker)
• Mathematics (CTL, Mr McKenna)
• Modern Foreign Languages – French & Spanish (CTL, Miss
Benezech)

Creates exciting opportunities/pathways for students by

• Music (CTL, Mrs Randall)

giving them the knowledge and understanding they need

• Philosophy and Social Sciences (PASS) – Philosophy & Ethics,

to be global citizens & by preparing them for living in a fast

Sociology, Psychology, Health & Social Care and Personal

changing (digital) world – giving them transferrable skills

Social & Health Education (CTL, Mr Mellor)

such as problem solving, team working, organisational and

• Physical Education (CTL, Mr Davis)

communication skills etc.

• Science – Biology, Chemistry and Physics (CTL, Miss

Ralph Allen School is above all a learning organisation. Everyone

Tytherleigh)

at Ralph Allen, be they staff or student, is a learner and we

We also offer different subjects at A level such as Psychology

regard learning not as the transfer of knowledge, but as a

and Sociology.

process of inspiring the learner. Teachers have a crucial role
to play in inspiring learners, but we recognise that inspiration
comes also from other sources including family and friends. Our

John Chantry - Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum)
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See the school website, www.ralphallenschool.
com for further school information

‘It takes a confident, mature
school to welcome and listen
properly to the views of parents
and students. Ralph Allen is
that. We loved it from the
moment we walked in and a
year in it continues to exceed
expectations.’ Parent
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book should be a ball of light in
“ The
one’s hand. ”
Ezra Pound

books are to be tasted, others
“ Some
to be swallowed, and some few to be
chewed and digested. ”
Francis Bacon

Core subjects English
Years 7-9

Years 12-13

Students study an integrated course combining the study of

Once again, we achieved outstanding A Level results in 2019: The

language and literature. English teachers employ a wide variety

A Level English Language and English Literature courses provide

of teaching and learning styles and are wholly committed to

opportunities for students to pursue their own individual interests

fostering independent learning. Teaching groups are arranged

in language or literature in their coursework and in independent

in broadly banded sets in Year 9, with Year 7 and Year 8 arranged

study. Lessons provide opportunities for lively and stimulating

in mixed ability learning groups.

debate. The study of English Language and English Literature
A Level enables students to view the world with different eyes.

In essence, the KS3 English course encompasses:
• Contemporary and pre-1900 texts, including Shakespeare
• Knowledge about language study

Both subjects develop students’ perception, critical awareness
and powers of analysis. All students learn to respond to different
ideas with thoughtfulness and confidence.

• Media, drama, poetry and non-fiction studies
• Independent, guided and shared reading

The 2014 Ofsted report commented that is: ‘English, students

• A variety of writing

make outstanding progress’; ‘...standards are consistently high’;

• Active group work

‘There were examples of outstanding teaching in English’; ‘There

• Speaking and listening

is very good practice (in marking) in English… teachers often
give specific guidance on how to improve. Students confirm
that this approach is very helpful in helping them to make better

Years 10-11

progress.’

Students study both GCSE Language and GCSE Literature,
resulting in two full GCSEs. Teaching groups are in the form of
broadly banded sets and pupils are placed in sets according
to their ability.
We follow the WJEC/Eduqas syllabus for both courses.

The English team are committed to the enrichment of the
curriculum through a variety of extra-curricular opportunities.

The

course is 100% externally examined and is linear with students
taking exams at the end of year 11. Students will study a variety
of texts comprising poetry, prose and drama, including 19th
century fiction and non-fiction.
We are proud of our consistently outstanding results in both the
English Language and English Literature GCSEs.

Extra-curricular trips and visits

In KS3 students can typically expect to enjoy author visits,
participate in the Year 7 Poetry Slam, join the KS3 debating club
and compete in various writing and poetry competitions.
In KS4 and KS5 students typically participate in theatre visits,
external lectures at universities and forge links with local and
national writers. Students have also worked with local schools
on a variety of projects to enhance their understanding of
children’s language development. KS4 students also benefit
from additional workshops and revision clubs outside of lessons
to support their learning.
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the world looks messy and chaotic, if you translate it into
“ Although
the world of numbers and shapes, patterns emerge and you start to
understand why things are the way they are.”
Marcus du Sautoy

“ It is magic until you understand it, and it is mathematics thereafter.”
Bharati Krishna Tirtha

Core subjects Mathematics
Years 7-8

Years 12-13

Students investigate and learn about concepts in algebra,

A large number of our students elect to continue Mathematics

number, geometry and statistics. Lessons and schemes of work
are designed to encourage students to develop problem solving
skills and mathematical reasoning, whilst ensuring fluency in
fundamental mathematical skills. We work to develop students’
independent learning skills as well as their aptitude for tackling
problems as a team.

for students to explore exciting and diverse concepts in
mathematics such as calculus, statistical significance, and
mechanical mathematics. Students complete the MEI A Level
course, which provides them with a firm foundation for a wide
range of University courses. A number of students also complete

We make decisions about setting once we know the students,

the Further Mathematics A Level, a course that delves into more

usually for January. We will base our setting structure based

advances concepts such as graph theory, complex numbers,

on the unique needs of the cohort. At the time of writing our

normal distributions and circular motion.

year sevens are set so that there are six mixed groups and

Our results in A Level mathematics speak for themselves: In 2019

two extension groups. We continuously reassess our setting
throughout KS3. This helps us ensure every student engages in
their learning and achieves their potential. Students in need of
extra support take part in further small group sessions targeting
their areas of weakness. These sessions are supplementary to
standard lessons. Formal assessments take place at the end
of each term, and students receive detailed feedback from
teachers to help them improve.

Years 9-11
Students begin working towards their GCSE exams from year 9,
and we set accordingly. Typically there are five classes working
towards the Higher paper and four classes working towards the
Foundation paper. As in KS3, sets are continuously reassessed,
and changes are made as appropriate.

67% of A level mathematics students received A* or A grades,
and 100% of students received A* to C grades. Every year Ralph
Allen students are awarded places in mathematical courses
at excellent universities, including at Oxford, Trinity University,
Warwick and Bath.

Enrichment
We offer a range of enrichment and extra-curricular activities
to all our students. Every year a number of students participate
in the UK Mathematics trust individual and team challenges.
We have also run a popular weekly chess club, and every year
we have a number of keen code breakers who take part in the
National Cipher Challenge (and win prizes!). We run a weekly
after school club to support GCSE and A Level students, we
invite in guest speakers to inspire students and we take part in

We work toward the Edexcel GCSE specification. We are very

University visits to expose students to the power and elegance

proud of our consistently excellent and improving results. In 2019

of mathematics.

the mathematics department achieved 75% 9-4 and 24% 9-7, a
tremendous achievement and a credit to our staff and students.
We also offer students in years 10 and 11 the option to complete
a Further Mathematics qualification that can be counted
towards GCSE or A levels. This content provides extra challenge
to students who need it, as well as providing a bridge to A Level
mathematics.
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into KS5. The A Level course in Mathematics is an opportunity

best scientist is open to
“ The
experience and begins with romance
- the idea that anything is possible.”
Ray Bradbury

is a way of thinking much more
“ Science
than it is a body of knowledge.”
Carl Sagan

Core subjects Science
Vision

KS4 Curriculum Pathways in Science

Our vision is to create a challenging and vibrant environment

Years 10-11

which raises standards of achievement and the quality of
teaching and learning in Science for all students.

The Science GCSEs are a traditional course that is engaging
and relevant to the world around us. All Science GCSEs are

Aims

two year courses with external exams at the end of Year 11; this

The Science department believes that all students have the

provides an opportunity for students to develop their scientific

potential to succeed in Science. Our aim is to ensure we address
the needs of all students and that they become well informed
citizens in an increasingly scientific world, embracing scientific

skills over a two year period. Exams will include multiple choice,
structured, short and long answer questions. At least 15% of the
questions are related to practical activities that students have

ethical, social, cultural and moral issues.

studied in lessons and maths skills will also be assessed formally

We are dedicated to promoting the enjoyment of Science.

grading system. This can be studied as Combined Science or as

Encouraging young people to pursue Science post 16, we

three separate sciences.

in exams. Students will be awarded Science GCSEs using the 9-1

provide them with appropriate learning pathways to develop
the skills needed to become scientifically literate and to
progress into employment, further training and higher education
according to individual ability, aptitude and ambition.
We continually strive to ensure our curriculum is scientifically rich,
inspirational and motivational, focusing on the development of
a range of teaching and learning strategies, including the use
of ICT, and a range of scientific practices.

Years 12-13
Ralph Allen School offers A-Levels in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. Science is very popular with both boys and girls, many
of whom go on to study Science or related subjects in Higher
Education.

Extra-curricular visits and trips

Years 7-9

The Science department is hoping to develop the range of

The Year 7-9 Science Curriculum provides an opportunity for

extracurricular activities available at all key stages. For 2019-

students to get to grips with the foundations of Biology, Chemistry

2020 these are likely to include: Science club, Science ‘Help’

and Physics whilst developing their practical and enquiry skills. To

Club and participation in the Salters Chemistry Festival and

ensure that students are ready to embrace the KS4 curriculum,

Cambridge Chemistry Challenge.

teachers guide students throughout their learning, encouraging

A-Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses are enriched

students to work with increasing independence.

with visiting speakers and are likely to include visits to Bristol Zoo,

Topics studied throughout Year 7-9 range from Food and

The University of Bath and Rolls Royce.

Digestion, Plants and Particles to Acids and Alkalines, Energy

The Science department also run the popular annual Scientific

and Space. Students are also encouraged to take an interest

Photography Competion and Sunflower Competition in

in Science outside of school and appreciate that Science is all

Term 6

around us at all times.
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child is an artist. The problem
“ Every
is how to remain an artist once we
grow up.”
Pablo Picasso

Art, Photography, Graphics
Years 7-9

Years 12-13

Results

Results

Student progress closely monitored through home work and end

100% pass rate; large uptake of students proceeding to art

of unit assessments. Classes have good value aded scores.

foundation courses.

Setting

Exams offered

All classes taught in learning groups of mixed ability and are

Fine Art, Photography. (Both AQA) Taught in options groups.

differentiated.

Practical elements

Practical elements

Year 12 study a range of workshops on various themes before

A variety of techniques and media are used in two and three

specialising within their own area. Year 13 have the freedom to

dimensions, exploring all the formal elements.

follow own path of enquiry, utilising a range of taught skills and

Theoretical elements
Aspects of art history are incorporated into each unit of work

Theoretical elements

from pre-history to the current day.

Artists/ cultures/ movements are drawn upon to conclude in a

Celebrations
Regular displays of students’ work in school and public exhibitions

written illustrated essay supporting the main personal study in
Year 13.

where appropriate. Several local competitions have been won

Celebrations

by our students.

End of year show for all students.

Years 10-11
Results
Always excellent, 100% pass rate in both Art and Photography.

Extra-curricular trips and visits
• A-Level visits abroad: in the last few years to New York, Paris,
Madrid, Venice and Florence.

Exams offered

• A-Level extra-curricular life-drawing and print workshops.

GCSE full course (AQA) Fine Art. Taught in mixed ability groups.

• A Level and GCSE visits to London galleries and Bristol Zoo to

GCSE Photography (AQA). Taught in mixed ability groups.

draw from first-hand experience.

GCSE (AQA) Graphics. Taught in mixed ability groups.

• A-Level photography visit to Lacock.

Results comprise of 60% coursework and 40% exam.

• A-Level workshop days at the Holburne museum where

Practical elements
A variety of techniques and media in two and three dimensions
with the emphasis very much on individual development of
themes.
Theoretical elements
Art history and the work of other cultures are incorporated
into schemes of work and first-hand experience of artwork is
facilitated by visits to London galleries and Bristol Zoo.
Celebrations
Regular displays of students’ work in school and public exhibitions
where appropriate e.g. Victoria Art Gallery.
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techniques in Life drawing, 2D and 3D workshop sessions.

student outcomes are exhibited to the public.

to write programs stretches
“ Learning
your mind, and helps you think better,
creates a way of thinking about things
that I think is helpful in all domains.
Bill Gates, Chairman, Microsoft

”

Computer Science
We teach Computer Science at all key stages, from Year 7

Data structures and database development – students work

through to Year 13. We also offer enrichment activities for

with databases and basic data structures. They also create and

students to pursue their interests in computing, Computer

manipulate databases.

Science and new technologies as well as robotics. We have a
range of robots for students to program and experiment with in
order to develop their interest in robotics.
Computational thinking forms the backbone of our curriculum.
Our courses, lessons and activities are designed to enable

Game design – students use graphical programming languages
to create games, animations, videos and presentations.
Python programming – students learn to formulate algorithms as
well as write programs and debug them.

students to solve problems, design systems, and understand

Computer networks – students learn principles and architecture

human behaviour that draws on concepts fundamental to

of local and wide area networks. They also learn how web

computer science.

addresses are constructed and stored as IP addresses.

Years 7-9

GCSE (9 – 1) Computer Science

We teach the new Computer Science curriculum to enable our

GCSE Computer Science is an exciting course offering students

students to:

an excellent opportunity to investigate how computers work

• understand and apply principles and concepts of computer
science, including algorithms, logic and data representation
• analyse problems in computational terms, and write computer
programs in order to solve such problems
• evaluate and apply information technology analytically to
solve problems
Students are taught discrete Computer Science lessons in Years
7, 8 and 9. The exciting projects include:
Computer basics and understanding computers – students

and learn how they can be programmed. It develops students’
computer programming and problem-solving skills. Students will
also carry out some fascinating in-depth research and practical
work, allowing them to understand some fundamental concepts
of computer science.
The course will develop students’ critical thinking, analytical and
problem-solving skills. It will prepare them for study or work in
areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are applied
to technical problems. These areas include engineering,
financial and resource management, science and medicine.

explore the basic structure of a computer, looking at both

Computer systems

hardware and software.

Students will study the following components in this unit:

Programming using Kodu - an introduction to the fundamentals

| Systems architecture | Memory | Storage | Wired and

of computer programming and games design. Kodu is a highly

wireless networks | Network topologies, protocols and layers |

intuitive graphical development environment developed by

System security | System software |Ethical, legal, cultural and

Microsoft Games Lab.

environmental concerns

Website design and computer graphics – students design and

Computational thinking, algorithms and programming

create linked web pages using web design programs and HTML
script.
Information Highway and Cyber Security – students learn how
to correctly and safely use information and new technologies.

Students will study the following components in this unit:
| Algorithms | Programming techniques | Producing robust
programs | Computational logic | Translators and facilities of
computer languages | Data representation |
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you can program a computer,
“ Ifyou
can achieve your dreams”
Dick Costolo, CEO, Twitter

Computer Science
Programming project

Creating digital graphics

This is a practical project which includes the following elements:

Digital graphics are a key part of most digital products and this

• Programming techniques

mandatory unit will help support the other optional units in the

• Analysis

suite. Students will learn the basics of digital graphics editing

• Design

for the creative and digital media sector, considering client

• Development

requirements relating to unit R081.

• Testing and evaluation and conclusions

Creative iMedia (CNAT)
Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday
lives and vital to the UK economy. Production of digital media
products is a requirement of almost every business so there is
huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce. This
qualification will help students develop transferable skills such
as research, planning, and review, working with others and
communicating creative concepts. The qualification’s handson approach has strong relevance to the way young people
use the technology required in creative media.
The courses will inspire and enthuse students to be a creator,

In addition, there are optional specialist units to enable further
exploration of specific areas of the IT and digital sector. Optional
units could include:
• Storytelling with a comic strip
• Creating a multipage website
• Creating a digital animation
• Creating a digital sound sequence
• Designing a game concept

Years 12-13
The A Level Computer Science course is made up of 14 - Subject
content areas:

rather than just a user of computer-based products and systems.

1

Fundamentals of programming

Students will learn by completing projects and assignments

2

Fundamentals of data structures

3

Fundamentals of algorithms

media products.

4

Theory of computation

Students will study two mandatory units: Pre-production skills

5

Fundamentals of data representation

6

Fundamentals of computer systems

7

Fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture

8

Consequences of uses of computing

Students will learn about how to plan pre-production effectively

9

Fundamentals of communication and networking

including understanding of client requirements and reviewing

10 Fundamentals of databases

that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and
demands. Students will develop practical skills in creating digital

and Creating digital graphics. These cover the fundamental
knowledge and understanding of IT tools and digital media
products.
Pre-production skills

pre-production briefs. They will use this knowledge in the optional
units when they develop their own media products. This unit also

11 Big Data

provides excellent transferable skills such as project planning

12 Fundamentals of functional programming

which will be useful in a wide variety of contexts.

13 Systematic approach to problem solving
14 Non-exam assessment - the computing practical project
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don’t use a product
“ People
because of the great design;
great design helps them
use the product

”

Viran Anuradha Dayaratne

Design Technology
Studying Design and Technology includes the use of a broad

The Key Stage 4 Design and Technology curriculum builds on

range of knowledge, skills, and understanding, and prompts

what students learnt about designing and making in Key Stage

engagement in a wide variety of activities. Pupils design and

3. Students use their knowledge and skills to design and make

make products that solve real and relevant problems within a

new and better solutions to real problems - on their own and

variety of contexts.

with others - working with materials of their choice.

Students have access to a very well-resourced department,

We currently offer OCR GCSE Design and Technology.

including 3D printers, laser cutters, CNC router, as well as a wide
range of hand and power tools.

Years 7-9

OCR GCSE Design and Technology
This course requires students to apply their learning to real-life
situations. It aims to relate authentic real-world awareness of

As students progress through Key Stage 3 Design and Technology,

iterative design practices and strategies used by the creative,

they are given the opportunity to focus on specific aspects

engineering and manufacturing industries.

of the subject such as product design, systems and control,

required to use critical thinking, leading towards invention and

electronics, textiles and graphics within a rotation system.

design innovation, to design and make prototypes that solve

However, at the core is creativity and imagination. Students

real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’

learn to design and make products that solve genuine, relevant

needs, wants and values.

problems within different contexts whilst considering their own
and others’ needs, wants and values. To do this effectively,
they will acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and
draw on additional disciplines such as mathematics, science,
engineering, computing and art.

Students are

GCSE Design and Technology opens the door to a wide range
of careers in the creative, engineering and manufacturing
industries. It is also excellent preparation for careers in many other
fields e.g. medicine, law and computer science. The knowledge
and skills gained, particularly those concerned with rapidly

All Key Stage 3 projects help build both the practical skills and

developing technologies, are extremely valuable. Students also

technical understanding required to be able to access the Key

develop skills, such as teamwork and time management which

Stage 4 Design and Technology curriculum, and prepare them

are highly prized by employers.

for further study.

A key aspect of this course is the understanding of a wide

Additionally, the iterative approach and willingness to take

range of materials, processes and manufacturing techniques,

creative risks are key aspects of many of the projects undertaken

to ensure students are knowledgeable when making decisions

during this phase.

about materials within their designing.

Years 10-11

The GCSE has 2 assessed components (exam and coursework):

Students are no longer able to opt for a material specific GCSE
Design and Technology course, for example Resistant Materials
or Textiles. They instead study a curriculum which requires them
to have a broad understanding of the subject. There are still
opportunities for students to make some decisions around the
projects they complete and gain a deeper understanding in
some areas.
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Design Technology
Component 01: Principles of design and technology (exam)

Students build their skills in thinking and designing to support the

This includes both the ‘core’ principles that all students must

requirements they will need to demonstrate when progressing to

know, and ‘in-depth’ principles that are more specific to the

higher education or industry.

materials or systems they have deeper practical and design

The A level has three assessed components (two exams and

experience of students:

coursework):

• Analyse existing products
• Demonstrate applied mathematical skills
• Demonstrate their ‘core’ design and technical knowledge
and understanding
• Demonstrate and apply their in-depth technical knowledge
of working with materials, ensuring functionality of products
or systems and manufacturing processes and techniques.

Component 01: Principles of Design and Technology (exam)
Students demonstrate their technical knowledge of materials,
product functionality, manufacturing processes and techniques.
Additionally, they are required to analyse existing products,
demonstrate applied mathematical skills and also demonstrate
their understanding of wider social, moral and environmental
issues that impact on the design and manufacturing industries.

Component 02: Iterative design challenge (coursework project)
Students apply the processes of iterative designing in their
design and technology practice: exploring needs, creating

Component 02: Problem solving in Design and Technology
(exam)

solutions and evaluating how well the needs have been met.

Students apply their knowledge, understanding and skills of

They produce a chronological portfolio and final prototype(s).

designing and manufacturing prototypes and products to given

This demonstrates their understanding and independent

situations and problems.

management of and skills in iterative designing, in particular,

thinking skills to solve problems and evaluate situations and

explaining, creating and evaluating.

suitability of design solutions.

Students who achieve the GCSE Design and Technology course

Component 03: Iterative design project (coursework project)

at grade 6 or higher may wish to continue on to A Level Design

Students identify an engaging and challenging context of

and Technology (Product Design).

their own choice that offers design opportunity or problem

They will demonstrate their higher

to respond to in the development of a design solution. They

OCR A level Design and Technology
(Product Design)

create a chronological portfolio of evidence in real-time as

At A level, students continue to develop and apply their

iterative processes of explore, create and evaluate.

they design, make and evaluate the project according to the

understanding of Design and Technology, and other subject
areas studied during KS4, with a particular focus on Maths and

Extra-curricular activities

Science.

Within DT we offer ‘drop in sessions’ where students can continue

The A level qualification requires students to identify market

to develop their work. Whilst there is generally a GCSE and A

needs and opportunities for new products, initiate and
develop design solutions, and make and test prototypes/
products. Learners acquire subject

knowledge in design

and technology, including how a product can be developed

level focus to this, we are happy for any students to access our
facilities beyond their lesson time if they wish. There is currently
an opportunity for Key Stage 3 students to attend a Textiles club
after school, and we continue to look for external challenges

through the stages of prototyping, realisation and commercial

and competitions that we feel may interest our students.

manufacture.

The department also offers a range of design and make
activities through the Wednesday Window programme.
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not a teacher, but
“ Ianamawakener.
”
Robert Frost

Drama
Drama at KS3 is taught in mixed ability groups. Each student
experiences one hour of Drama a week. We see Drama as
an essential factor in building cooperation, trust and social skills
within the group and believe that this has a beneficial effect
on students’ work in all subjects, while developing important
life skills.

Specific drama skills we develop include voice,

movement, characterisation, improvisation and script work.

Extra-curricular trips and visits
• Regular theatre visits to Bath and Bristol.
• Theatre workshops with professional theatre companies
and

practitioners.

• Years 7-9 Drama Clubs.
• Performance work of GCSE & A’ Level students.
• Enrichment through Wednesday Windows such as ‘Stomp

Years 10-11
GCSE Drama builds students’ abilities to:
• work effectively within a group
• use a variety of drama forms, including voice, movement,
space, character and role
• understand how design elements can support a production
• discuss and evaluate work with relevance and discrimination

Workshops’, ‘Musical Theatre’.
• Bi annual whole school productions – recent productions
include:
• 2015-16 - School production of ‘Les Miserables’
• 2017-18 - School production of Oliver
• 2019 - We will perform Guys and Dolls.

Students are assessed through:
• Practical improvisation work supported by written course
work
• Scripted performances to an invited audience
• Written exam based on the practical
• Study of one set text and live production

Years 12-13
At A Level, students study theatre from an academic
perspective, as well as exploring through practical work. They
study the work of Stanislavski and Artaud, modern and classical
plays, and attend and review current theatre productions. As
a group they devise a piece of original theatre and develop
individual skills in acting, set, costume or other theatre design.
We work closely with other schools, often organising joint
workshops and sharing performance work.
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you rise in the morning, give
“ When
thanks for the light, for your life, for
your strength. Give thanks for your
food and for the joy of living. If you
see no reason to give thanks, the
fault lies in yourself.
Tecumseh

”

Food and Nutrition
Years 7-9
At KS3, the focus is on healthy eating and developing students’
confidence to adapt, design and make different dishes. All
classes are taught in groups of mixed ability.
Celebrations: Chef’s hat award (certificate) for outstanding
practical work, postcards sent home and House Points.

based food investigations, e.g. the different raising agents to
make scones or the effect of acid and alkali when cooking
cabbage or the different fats used ton make pastry.

Years 10-11
Many students exceed their target grade and choose to
pursue a career in the practical subject and/or to develop their

Theoretical elements: An understanding of the science involved

practical skills. However, students may simply opt for this subject

in practical lessons to aid design work and link in with other

because they enjoy cooking.

subjects - particularly Science and DT.
Practical elements: A variety of skills are taught either through

Exams offered:

demonstration and/or by students following the recipe, and

• GCSE full course Food Preparation and Nutrition.

learning to make simple adaptations.

Students cook every week and are expected to bring in their

The curriculum follows the recommendations of the British
Nutrition Foundation.

Year 7: Design and make an interesting and healthy

ingredients. Recipe sheets are given out each term, based
on a theme, e.g. fruit and vegetables, dairy products, cereals
and bread, meat and fish and vegetable alternatives. A high
standard of practical work is achieved, as students work to build
up their practical skills.

lunchbox item using fruit or vegetables.
Dishes cooked include fruit salad, spicy tomato soup, cheese
scones, fruity muffins, pasta salad, rock cakes, bolognese, carrot
cake and fish or chicken goujons.

Year 8: Design and make a main meal which uses ethically
produced products. The meal must fit in with healthy eating
guidelines and should reflect the food of another country.

Assessment is based on:1) a written exam in year 11 (50%)
2) Two non-examination assessments which are internally
marked and completed in year 11
a) a food investigation (15%)
b) a food preparation assessment with a 3 hour practical
exam (35%).

Dishes cooked include pizza, bread rolls, cheesy pasta, stir fry,
savoury cobbler, fajitas, lemon cheesecake and mini quiche.

Year 9: Design and make a range of multicultural products

Extra-curricular trips and visits
Classes in cake decorating are run after school.

for the year 9 residential to Burrington Combe. They should be

Students participate in charity work and competitions where

healthy.

possible.

Dishes cooked include: chow mein, curry, pasties, marble tray
bake, sweet and sour chicken, mushroom risotto, samosas and
chicken tikka, egg fried rice and swiss roll.
In each of years 7, 8 & 9, students carry out some experiment-

is an important part
“ Food
of a balanced diet.
”
Fran Leibowitz
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at Ralph Allen should
“ Geography
inspire in you a curiosity and
fascination about the world and its
people that will remain with you for
the rest of your life.
(DFE 2013).

”

Geography
Years 7 – 9

Assessment

Year 7 pupils have two hours of geography a fortnight taught in

Comprises of three exam papers and a non examined

their mixed ability learning groups. They learn about mapskills,

assessment (NEA)

the UK, glaciation and Africa.
In Years 8 and 9 they are in half year groups and are taught
using a variety of teaching and learning styles to suit the ability
range of the groups. A variety of physical and human topics are
covered from China and Russia to rivers and coasts. Field trips
are offered in Year 8 to Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door.
Homework is set once a fortnight and there are three assessments
for each year group as well as ongoing formative assessment.

Year 10 + 11 AQA GCSE Specification

Paper 1 -Physical geography (30%)
Paper 2 - Human Geography (30%)
Paper 3 - Synoptic investigation of a geographical issue (20%)
NEA - an independent investigation of 3-4000 words (20%)
Geography is a very popular subject at degree level and
many students have gone on to study at various universities. It
is a ‘facilitating subject’ (these are the subjects most commonly
required or preferred by universities to get on to a range of
degree courses).

Geography can help students keep their

Geography is taught to five mixed ability groups by four

options open when choosing a degree and many of the top

specialist geography teachers. Students are studying the new

universities will ask you to have at least one A-level in a facilitating

GCSE specification covering physical and human geography

subject when you apply.

with a paper on skills and applications in geography. They
complete a fieldwork day in Swanage covering physical and
human Geography.

Year 12 + 13 Edexcel Specification
The Edexcel A level Geography specification comprises:
1. Dynamic landscapes - tectonic processes and hazards and
coastal landscapes and change
2. Dynamic places – globalisation and regenerating places
3. Physical systems and sustainability - waves cycle and water
insecurity. The carbon cycle and energy security.
4. Global development and connections - superpowers and
health, human rights and intervention.
They have three fieldwork days for each of the areas of study
to the coast and urban/rural areas. Using this they complete a
3-4,000 WEA.

Georgraphy offers international trips to Iceland and Sicily

Year 12 Student voice:
“Teachers are enthusiastic and know their stuff! Engage with
the class. Give 100%. Clearly passionate about the subject.”

Year 13 quotes:
“Just wanted to say a massive thank you for the extra help and
marking you did of my work just before the exam. That, with
the retake, meant I got a C not a D which was the difference
between getting into uni or
not. Thank you so much!”
“I think I managed to get
that miracle! Thank you so
much for all your help, will miss
having you as a teacher!”
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keep the body in good health is a
“ To
duty … otherwise we shall not be able
to keep our mind strong and clear.”
Buddha

Health and Social Care
Years 10-11
Health and Social Care can be studied at Key Stage 4 as an

Work experience within the sector is encouraged at the end of

optional subject. We offer the NCFE Cache Level 2 Technical

Year 10, helping students to assess their own skills and qualities

Award in Health and Social Care. The course is designed to

and the opportunities presented in this very large employment

focus on the wide range of services available in the Health and

area. Students can progress to Cambridge Technicals, can

Social Care sector and how they meet the needs of different

take up one of the many Health and Social Care-related

people using these services. We also develop an in-depth

courses at college or apply for an apprenticeship.

understanding of human growth and development focusing
on major life events and other factors that can affect our
journey through life from birth to death.
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2015 GCSE Results: 100% pass rate; 65% A-C grades
2015 A2 Results: 100% pass rate; 50% A*-B grades; 50%

who cannot learn from history
“ Those
are doomed to repeat it.”
George Santayana

History
Years 7-9

Year 12-13

Year 7 students have 3 hours of Humanities classes a week.

Students study two topics in Year 12 - England in a new century

History, Geography and Philosophy and Ethics are taught as

1900-51 and Philip II of Spain and the Netherlands Revolt. In

separate subjects. Year 7 students study Medieval Realms in

year 13 - Rebellion and Disorder including the Tudors 1485 -1603.

History.

Finally the students complete an independent piece of course

In Years 8 and 9 students study History for three hours each

work on a topic of their choice.

fortnight and study the Tudors and Stuarts, the French Revolution,

The A level is designed to introduce the students to totally new

Slavery and Empire, WW1, WW2 and the Cold War.

areas of History and there is a large uptake at A level. Students

History is taught as mixed ability groups in Year 7, 8, and 9. A
variety of teaching and learning styles are incorporated into the
detailed schemes of work. Teaching approaches/materials are

develop their analytical and evaluative skills and learn to study
independently.
Results are excellent: 100% A-C in the last three years.

differentiated to cope with the range of ability in each class.
Each subject module includes homework as an integral part of
the scheme of work.
Teaching and assessment seeks to cover a range of knowledge,
understanding, values and skills.

Years 10-11
History is extremely popular at GCSE. Students study the AQA
History syllabus 1894-1945. There are four different areas: Russia
1914-41, Conflict and tension between East and West 1945-1972
(the beginning of the Cold War), Britain: Health & People C1000
to present and Norman England C1066-1100. Students are

Extra-curricular trips and visits
• Local Historians visits, e.g. the Blitz.
• Battlefields trip to Ypres and the Somme.
• Historical Association lectures.
• Bath Literature Festival talks.

is the version of past events
“ History
that people have decided to agree
upon.”
Napoleon Bonaparte

assessed through two exams at the end of year 11.
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open doors and
“ Languages
broaden horizons.”

Modern Foreign Languages
Years 7-9

Years 12-13

Key Stage 3 pupils currently study French or Spanish for

A Level continues to thrive with several students currently

five hours per 10 day cycle in mixed ability groups. Pupils

studying Modern Languages at post 16 Level. Languages on

are encouraged to speak the language initially whilst also

offer at A Level are French and Spanish.

developing skills in reading, listening and writing. The four skills
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) are developed and
pupils are made increasingly aware of how the language is
structured.
The staff are committed to the use of foreign language within
the classroom to the fullest extent.

form booklet.
Many of our students continue their language studies in
combination with a variety of subjects at degree level. We
pride ourselves in obtaining excellent A Level results.

Years 10-11

Extra-curricular trips and visits

Modern Languages is now an optional subject at KS4 and

• Exchange visit to France - Deauville, Normandy.

we are delighted with the large number of pupils who

• Exchange visit to Spain - Talavera de la Reina, near Madrid.

have realised the importance and value of continuing their
language studies.
The languages department sets high standards and levels of
expectation in order to enable each pupil to achieve his/her
potential within the subject. Our GCSE results reflect excellent
achievement at every level of ability.
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Details of our A Level courses may be obtained from the sixth

music … A magic
“ Ah,
beyond all we do here!”
Dumbledore

Music and Music Technology
Years 7-9

Years 12-13

• Pupils receive one hour of music per week in mixed ability

• Students have the option to study Music and/or Music

learning groups
• A wide range of opportunities is given to the pupils in order for
them to achieve their potential in all aspects of the curriculum
with a focus being on practical music making

Technology at A level.
• The Edexcel Music A level course is divided into three areas:
performing, composing and appraising.
• Music Technology students experience practical music

• Pupils are encouraged to develop their skills on the keyboard

making and recording through the use of Logic on our suite

as well as guitar, tuned/un-tuned percussion and whole

of MACs. The course looks at creating music using MIDI,

class/small group singing

recording audio in the studio and the historical development

• Pupils also experience using music technology to record,

of popular music

refine and develop their musical ideas and performances
• Pupils study a variety of music from classical to blues to dance
remix to world music

Years 10-11
• Music is an option at GCSE level.
• We currently study the Edexcel exam syllabus which places
an emphasis on practical performance and composition.
• The course is examined through three areas; performing
(30%), composition (30%) and appraising (40%).
• Pupils study a wide range of music in four areas of study which
contain two set works and opportunities for wide listening.
• We currently have over 60 students taking GCSE in Years 10
and 11.

Extended curriculum
Enriching the musical experiences of our students is incredibly
important to us. We aim to offer a variety of activities as part
of the extended curriculum which are run by members of the
music teaching staff.
• Orchestra
• Una Voce - mixed voice choir
• Bach to Broadway Choir (for our Gifted and Talented singers
who want to sing more challenging music from a wider choral
repertoire)
• Soul Band
• Guitar Group
• Jazz Ensemble
• Music Technology Club
• Various chamber music ensembles led by sixth form and
GCSE students
• Joint Music and Drama production 2017-18 - Oliver!

CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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Music and Music Technology
There are numerous opportunities for students to be involved in

In addition to the enrichment programme at lunchtimes and

concerts throughout the year. We organise GCSE and A level

after school we also offer individual and small group instrument/

recital evenings, Winter and Summer Concerts.

vocal tuition through the B&NES Music Service.

We take in the Bath Festival Party in the City and also join with our
wider trust schools for One Night At The Palladian at Bath Forum.
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live and learn. At any rate,
“ You
you live.”

Douglas Adams, Mostly Harmless

Personal, Social and Health Education
What is PSHE?

Years 7-9

PSHE can be described as ‘learning to live life well’. PSHE deals

All classes are taught in mixed ability and mixed house groups.

with real life social and economic issues affecting children and

Years 7, 8 and 9 have one lesson of PSHE fortnightly. A variety

young people, their families and communities. PSHE develops

of teaching techniques are used and it is usual to have school

the knowledge, understanding and skills young people need to

nurses and other health professionals in to take several sessions

manage their lives, now and in the future. Students are given

during the course of the year, although the class teacher

opportunities to learn about:

remains the same throughout.

Relationships: developing and maintaining positive relationships;
dealing with negative relationships (which will include bullying);
how to communicate effectively.
Health: healthy lifestyles; healthy eating and exercise; mental
and emotional health; drug, alcohol and tobacco education.

Years 10-11
All classes are taught in mixed ability groups. PSHE is delivered
through different subject areas during the Wednesday
Windows session. Classes rotate around different staff who are
experienced in teaching a particular topic.

Personal finance: savings, debt management and budgeting.
Risk: financial and careers choices; personal safety; internet
safety and violent incidents.
Career choices: enterprise, business and finance.
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as if you were to die tomorrow.
“ Live
Learn as if you were to live forever.”
Mahatma Gandhi

Philosophy and Ethics
Years 7-9
Pupils have one lesson a week of Philosophy and Ethics at Key
Stage 3.

the AQA GCSE Syllabus A where students look at Christianity
and Buddhism in depth in Paper 1, then look at Ethical Issues
(from secular, Christian and Buddhist perspectives) in Paper 2.
Both exams are 1 3/4 hours long.

In Year 7 students study the topics ‘What is Religion?’; ‘The Life
and Teachings of Jesus’; ‘The Life and Teachings of Muhammad’
and ‘Religion and the Environment’.

Year 12-13
Around 40 students study A Level Religious Studies at Ralph

In Year 8 students study the topics ‘Justice’; ‘Rites of Passage’;

Allen. We follow the Edexcel A Level Specification, which looks

‘Holy Buildings’ and ‘The Teachings of Guru Nanak’.

at Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and a Study of Christianity. It is

In Year 9 students study the topics ‘The Teachings of the
Buddha’; ‘The Lives of Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Malcolm
X’ and ‘Moral Issues’.

examined by three 2 hour exams at the end of Year 13.

Extra-curricular trips and visits
• Religious speakers visit the school, including local church

Years 10-11
The student numbers in Key Stage 4 are very high with over 80
students currently taking the subject in five classes. Students take
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leaders.
• Trip to the Eden Project for Year 9 and Year 10 for GCSE
Religion and the Environment.

fitness is not only one of the most important
“ Physical
keys to a healthy body, it is the basis of dynamic
and creative intellectual activity.”
John F. Kennedy

Physical Education
Years 7-9

Award course available. This is taught throughout core lessons,

The KS3 curriculum is taught in mixed ability classes with a split of
mixed and single gender grouping. Each student experiences
two hours of Physical Education a week.
Gymnastics, Dance, Health-related exercise, Athletics and
Tennis are studied throughout KS3 ensuring progression and
development. Students also study Rugby, Football and Cricket,
Netball, Hockey and Rounders.

In Year 8 all students are

introduced to units of Basketball and Badminton.

culminating in our students hosting 3 ‘sports festivals’ for our
feeder primary schools.
In Year 11 students have a wide range of options available
which allows them to follow an activity of their choice to a higher
standard.

GCSE Physical Education
This course is a popular option. The AQA syllabus which we follow
is 40% practical assessment; 60% theory. Where possible outside

Years 10-11 (Core)
The KS4 curriculum is designed to ensure students progress and

facilities are used to provide the students with the opportunity to
be assessed in a wider range of practical activities.

develop a higher standard of performance in specific areas from

The theory syllabus includes units studying Health & Fitness,

KS3. It also provides individuals with an opportunity to experience

Exercise, Diet, Hygiene, Skeletal System, Muscles, Fitness, Factors

local facilities with the hope that they find an activity that they

affecting performance and participation. Students also study

will continue to pursue post-16.

Sport in Society and cover such issues as media and drugs in

In Year 10 all activities are school based and enable students

sport.

to extend, refine and develop their range of skills to a higher

This is also another opportunity for the students to take on different

level. They also follow a Health Related Exercise programme,

roles within sport (e.g. leader, coach, official, etc).

which covers the need for an active lifestyle and how to plan
for lifelong health. There is also a highly successful leadership

Continued overleaf
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Physical Education
BTEC Sport Level 2

BTEC National Diploma / Subsidiary Diploma Level 3

This course is aimed at Key Stage four students who enjoy

These are vocational qualifications combining practical

learning in a practical environment. It is based on coursework

activities with academic study that run over two years. They are

and assignment tasks with topics including fitness and training,

the equivalent of two A levels / one A level.

practical sport, injuries and leading a sports activity.

Sixth form games
A Level Physical Education

For the majority this is the opportunity to get involved in some

This course has now run for 13 years. Students are following the

form of recreational or competitive sport. A number of fixtures

OCR syllabus which is split into four modules over two years.

against other Sixth Forms are arranged in hockey, football,
rugby, netball and rounders.

you for enabling my child to
“ Thank
attend the sports day at Bath University.
He had a fantastic time, thoroughly
enjoying all the activities. I wanted to
express how pleased my husband and
I have been with PE at Ralph Allen.
Both my children have had lots of
opportunities to attend a variety of clubs
they enjoy and to represent the school.
Thank you all for your hard work and
commitment to give valuable
memory-making experiences.
Parent
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”

A number of leadership courses

are also offered to sixth form students.

Extra-curricular programme
The school has achieved the Sportsmark Award, which
recognises the excellent provision of extra-curricular sport within
Ralph Allen. The Physical Education extra-curricular timetable is
extensive and responds to the popularity amongst the various
year groups. The current programme has clubs available after
school five evenings a week.
See the full list of clubs on the school website.

Enrichment and
Wednesday Window
Activities
(For an explanation of Wednesday Windows see the Introduction to this booklet)
Archery

Felt making

Sci-Fi movie club

Athletics

Film animation workshop

Snooker

Boogie Woogie Feet

First aid

Stockings and puppets

Book club

Football – boys and girls

Street Dance

Brass Tacks

Futsal

Student newspaper

Cake Decorating

Garage band

Tae Kwon Do

Campaigning

Get Arty

Table tennis

Card making

Girls’ Rugby

Tennis

Cartoon drawing

Graffiti

The Apprentice

Chess

Healthy Start

Trampolining

Circus skills

Italian

Ultimate Frisbee

Clay club

Junk funk band

Virtual bridge building

Code breakers

Knitting

Voice in a million

Computer Game Design

Kwik Cricket

Volleyball

Computer Gaming

Lacrosse

WarHammer

Creative Writing

Lego robotics

Yoga

Dance

Let’s get cooking

Young filmmakers

Debating

Magic Circle

Young sports leaders

Dodge Ball

Mandarin

Zumba

Drama

Maths Magic

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Musical Theatre

Eco Club

Photography

FAME

Rocket club

Fashion Designing

Running Club

Fashion Recycled

Science Olympics

All information in this booklet
was correct at the time of
going to press.
Please see the school website
for the latest information and
exam results.
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Ralph Allen School,
Claverton Down Road, Bath BA2 7AD
Telephone: +44 (0)1225 832936
enquiries@ralphallenschool.com

www.ralphallenschool.com
@RalphAllenBath
Ralph Allen
All information in this booklet was correct at the time of going to press.
Please see the school website for the latest information.

