
 

20th Century Timeline 

 

Introduction  

Its 1918, and the great war has just unofficially ended. What started as whispers 

between friends has transformed into a worldwide shout, as millions of people crowd 

into the streets to cheer and yell about the history that hasn’t yet been made! This is 

one of the most famous examples of the power of the human voice.  

The communication of messages between friends has been around since the beginning 

of time, with cave people crowding around campfires to tell of the day’s ordeals. From 

early native American smoke signals, to the simple act of texting a friend, humans have 

found many thousands of ways of communicating long distance.  

The 20th century has shown a large change in our understanding of science and 

technology, as we have expanded our understanding of our own universe faster than we 

ever have. In 1895, the first ever radio was invented, and somehow, only 104 years later, 

we have WIFI, mobile phones, televisions and can communicate with people on the 

other side of the world in real time! The fast-tracking development of this field has been 

extremely important to many political and social groups too, as well as everyday citizens. 

These inventions had real impacts on lots of different types of people (and animals). 

(even if most people today might take them for granted) At the time of these inventions, 

discoveries and events, the new tech was seen as legendary, advanced and modern.  

Because of the sudden and recent change in our methods of communication, millions of 

adults alive today can remember a time when they didn’t have computers, phones or 

even internet. My dad can remember that when he was a child, there would be a little 

telegram boy who would cycle out to their village with his special belt and hat every 

time someone was sent a telegram. This might seem like the dark ages to most 

millennials, but to my dad and the billions that lived at that time, it was just how things 

were done.  

1.  1895 – The radio was invented by Guglielmo Marconi  

“There have been three great moments in my life as an inventor. One when my early 

wireless signals rang a bell at the other side of the room in which I was carrying out my 

experiment; the second when the signals from my station at Poldhu in Cornwall found 

response in the telephone receiver I was holding to my ear at St. John’s, Newfoundland, 

1800 miles away over the Atlantic; and today when I quietly contemplate the 

possibilities of the future and feel that my life’s work has provided a sure foundation on 

which the workers of today and tomorrow may build.”  



 

[Guglielmo Marconi – December 1935]  

In 1895, Guglielmo Marconi invented the wireless radio. Never before had people been 

able to send messages to each other without the use of wires, cables and more. If there 

is an event that is the most important in this timeline, it would be this.  

Marconi was an Italian inventor who grew up in the upper class. His early interest in 

electricity was founded by a competition to create a new form of battery that was 

presented in his local paper. His eyes were fixated on the  

prize money, as he started experimenting with electricity.  

Fast forward several years, and his passion had turned to the recently discovered “radio 

wave”. Whilst most other inventors were trying to work out what it was, Marconi was 

investing himself into his dream of sending wireless communications across from the 

old to the new country.  

After his invention, Marconi went on to receive countless awards, including the Nobel 

prise for physics.  

The radio was the first method of transmitting messages to people in their homes and 

was the mother of almost all other communication devices. This led to the world of easy 

entertainment and advertising, with many blaming the radio for the start of the “lazy 

generation”.  

The radio also had a grand effect on many disadvantaged and disabled people as well. 

For anyone who could afford a radio for their home (or even neighbourhood) the joy of 

listening to what was happening and going on at the time was very important to those 

who couldn’t go and see for themselves. Most people wouldn’t think of the radio as a 

device that gave more of an equality, but I would disagree. The once exclusive and 

expensive life of the upper classes (going to concerts, listening to speeches and 

travelling all around the country) became something that almost everyone could enjoy 

for themselves! No wonder it was so popular!  

2. 1900 – radio first adapted to carry the human voice  

“... in going over the history of all the inventions for which history could be obtained it 

became more and more clear that in addition to training and in addition to extensive 

knowledge, a natural quality of mind was also necessary. “  

[Reginald Fessenden]  

This leads on from the invention of the radio, in its leading steps to making the lives of 

those who couldn’t move around much easier. The original radio was just able to send a 



 

rough message, weather in Morse code of some other form of basic language. This was 

why the introduction of the human voice in radio transitions was so important.  

After Marconi’s brilliant invention, several other inventors sought to develop his work. 

One of the most famous of which was Reginald Aubrey Fessenden, who is credited with 

the adaption of the radio to carry the human voice.  

Reginald Aubrey Fessenden was a Canadian inventor and genius, who, over the course 

of his lifetime, received over 500 patents for his work in engineering (specifically radio 

and sonar). HE is also the inventor of the AM radio – a device that utilises amplitude 

modulation of a transmitted carrier radio wave to broadcast a sound signal.  

The use of radio also saved countless lives during shipwrecks and other disasters. The 

original radio was hard to use and required both the sender and the recipient of the 

message to already know a code. The sending took time, skill and a lot of tries (so it 

wasn’t very good at connecting in a pinch), but a human voice could deliver a message 

quickly and without needing a translation. many owe their lives to Reginald Fessenden  

3.  1910s – the use of carrier pigeons became rare  

For thousands of years, people had been sending each other messages via 

domesticated animals, both in real life, and in stories and legends. One of the most 

famous and televised use of carrier animals, was the use of carrier pigeons. These birds 

have been estimated to have been used more than 3000 years ago, to proclaim the 

winner of the ancient Olympics. They have kept their appeal, with most rural villages in 

Europe and other parts of the world having at least one flock. They truly stood the test 

of time, and could be made to send urgent messages, without interception, the birds 

were easy to come by, and you didn’t have to pay postal charges. They did, however, 

run the risk of being lost, and extreme weather could damage the message.  

Then along came the radio (as I have previously mentioned). The radio was the height 

of its fame, and anyone who could get their hands on one was bound to love it. It was 

much faster than pigeon, and the messages were easy to send and receive. People 

could have conversations with their loved ones (if they were nearby and had the full set 

of equipment). This was even better than the telephone, as you didn’t need an operator 

to hook you up. The only problem was the interception; anyone could listen to your 

conversation, so there would be no secrets.  

People flocked to the new technology, and very shortly, the carrier pigeon became old-

fashioned and out of style. Although some people still used this method up until quite 

recently, it died out. Thousands of years of history gone in the space of about 30 years. 

Wow.  

4.  1910 – first murderer caught by wireless telegraph/radio  



 

Its 1910 and convicted murderer Hawley Crippen is attempting to flee the country. 

Police have sent out a warning but fear that he may just escape! Yet someone spots 

him boarding a vessel bound straight to North America to be with his lover, and using 

the latest model of wireless telegraph, they alert the police, who hone down and arrest 

the murderer.  

This is the first instance of a criminal being caught by the wireless radio. Although 

police using radio and walkie-talkies now might seem ordinary, at the time, most police 

were local, and many thousands of criminals managed to escape, even if they were 

spotted by someone of their way out.  

This event had a huge effect on the popularity of the radio, and the arrest was spread 

all over the country by papers and word of mouth. As well as increasing the number of 

radios purchased (if that was even possible), this arrest also increased the power of the 

police, thus making a large portion of budding criminals think twice before doing the 

unthinkable. This has saved many lives and many hours of the police’s time. However, 

with this new sense of control, many police officers became accustom to taking 

advantage of people, perhaps this could link to the way policemen still treat minorities 

in parts of America and the UK?  

Crippen was hanged later that year, but many modern-day people believe that he was 

actually innocent, due to the lack of evidence surrounding the case.  

5.   1911 – airmail invented  

Sending letters today is starting to become less frequent, but, if they wish, just about 

anyone can send a letter to their friends on a different continent, across the sea, or 

even to the other side of the world.  

There was a time when only those with a reasonable income could send letters at such 

a distance. They had to be carried to boats, and then shipped off to the required 

destination on a journey that would take at least six weeks. This meant that birthday 

cards, invitations or any other date specific message would have to be sent months in 

advance – not great. This also meant that most people would have to send news of an 

event (deaths, marriages or births) via the telegram, which was far more expensive and 

charged by the word (no long, heartfelt notes here). This posed a big problem.  

Shortly after aeroplanes were first invented by the Wright brothers in 1903, people 

started wondering about how they could be used to send messages and let us 

communicate with our distant friends; and so airmail was born.  

The early models were quite expensive, but the price has dropped down over time. The 

length of time the message took to get to its destination was much less. For example, 

you could send a letter from the UK to America, and have it arrived just a week later!  



 

This new transportation system really helped us stay connected and encouraged many 

people to stay in touch with people all over the world with letters that could arrive in 

record time. This however, showed the start of the end to the telegram. The telegram 

may have been quicker, but the messages had to be small, and were very expensive. 

People opted for airmail whenever they could, so the telegram started to fade into 

obscurity.  

The airmail envelope was designed a little while later, with the red, white and blue 

stripes adorning the edges. This helped it to be sorted easily from the other envelopes.  

6.    1912 – titanic sank  

The titanic is probably the most famous ship of all time. Every school child has heard 

the tale of the sinking of the unsinkable ship. But why? There are an estimated three 

million shipwrecks in the ocean today, thousands of false claims, and other disasters. 

But why the titanic, why does this simple boat deserve its own museum, highly 

successful film and book franchise as well as a dedicated musical?  

The answer lies in how engineers and holiday makers built up the hype around this 

ship, in a way that models that advertisers still use today.  

They started with the product. The titanic was set apart from most other ships by its 

sheer scale and budget with the equivalent of just under 140 million pounds today. That 

is huge, but event bigger than what you might imagine. 140 million is the equivalent in 

worth, but it was a lot rarer for the people of that time to create something so huge. 

Nowadays, a large portion of entertainment resources and other holiday resorts are 

made with a far bigger budget. The film of “titanic” ironically cost 360 million pounds 

more than the original vessel, and the marina bay sands hotel in Singapore cost a 

whopping $4.2 billion to build. But in those times, most people just didn’t have that kind 

of money, there was a much larger divide between the rich and the poor, with the small 

circles of the extremely rich. In 1900, the richest man was Andrew Carnegie, who had a 

net worth equivalent to £266 billion, today the richest man alive is Bill gates, who has a 

net worth of only £85 billion (in comparison). Most people hadn’t seen this kind of scale 

ever before, so were drawn to it much like today’s people are fixated with billionaires 

such as the Kardashians or other celebrities.  

The rout that the ship was to take was also remarkable. The ship was supposed to be 

travelling from Britain to America, via several smaller places. This was a legendary feat, 

as no vessel had ever completed this journey in such luxury before.  

Another feature of the titanic was its unique design. The ship was fitted with several 

layers, meaning that any breakage in the outer walls would be kept at bay by the others. 

This was the original reason behind the titanic being named “unsinkable”.  



 

The final reason that the titanic became the most talked about ship of the time was its 

use of the media to advertise. There were several posters with varying designs 

showcasing this “unsinkable” “world class” “queen of the ocean” “Olympic” vessel. The 

posters were bright and bold, and used a lower angle to make the ship look bigger. In 

most of the posters, there were several smaller ships dotted around the titanic, showing 

off its gargantuan scale and grandness.  

Another way that the titanic links with communication, was the use of the radio. 

Marconi’s radio was used to save hundreds of lives as the ship went down, the first 

instance of radio being used in such a disaster. The ship’s operators sent radio calls for 

help until the last moment, with many of them going down with the ship. This added a 

huge boost to the sales of the radio (yet again) as history mourned the deceased and 

wondered how they could have been so stupid.  

7.  1913 – Emily Davison died  

The suffragettes and the suffragists may have been quite different, but they both had 

one goal in common; for women to gain the vote. In the decades leading up to her 

death, Emily Davison had been a strong feminist and suffragette. She had been involved 

in countless “scandals” and had earned quite a fearsome reputation. She believed 

whole heartedly that women deserved the right to vote and was willing to sacrifice her 

life to get her message across.  

Emily Davison was born in London in 1872 in London. She was a very intelligent 

women, even attending oxford university (but wasn’t allowed to graduate because of her 

sex).  

In early 20th century, the women’s rights activists were having trouble communicating 

their message to the general public. The majority of people thought that they were crazy 

and insane definitely unfit to gain the vote, and the government did everything they 

could think of to seem like innocent victims. Media was hushed up, and anything that 

the suffragettes did was brushed aside. They needed, even more importantly, to get the 

current king (king George the 5th) to notice and support them, but how could they 

communicate this vital message?  

Emily Davison believed that communication to the people and the king was one of the 

last pieces of the puzzle in their path to equality. She hatched a plan to upset the local 

horse racing event. The king’s horse would be racing, and Emily had decided to step in 

front of the horse and wave the suffragette flag in the air proudly. There is little 

evidence to suggest weather or not she intended to kill herself, but the uproar that 

followed was sensational. Thousands took to the streets to commemorate her death, 

with police having a hard time keeping citizens at bay.  



 

This impact had a huge impact for two main reasons. Firstly, the race was a largely 

popular event, thousands would attend, and even the king would be watching. This 

meant that people had a harder time ignoring it. There would also be several camera 

men, whether professional or amateur, meaning that any event would be captured 

forever.  

The second reason that this had such an effect was the death of a member. This was a 

woman who was willing to lay down her life to get what she wanted? People started to 

wonder if they had actually been onto something. What’s more, this death took away 

from the government’s innocent shield. They had let a woman die; her blood was on 

their hands. This made several people question their supports, but, sadly, it would be 

several more years before women gained the vote.  

8.  1914 WW1 started  

There is so much that has happened during the first world war, and (owing to the fact 

that it is a war) almost any event that takes place will have some form of 

communication embedded in it. Here are my top choices, however, in the world war 1 

examples that I think have the greatest link to communication:  

o Although carrier pigeons had been dying out at the time of the great war, 

many were used to communicate between base and the front line. Almost 

1500 pigeons were used when the soldiers were in a pinch, and they have 

been known to save many hundreds of lives. Although most people had 

access to electricity to send messages via radio, telegram or telephone, these 

wires could easily be broken of damaged (by severe weather or enemy 

troops) so pigeons were kept in the bunkers at all times (just in case). They 

were much a target when they were spotted by the enemy, however. The 

Germans would try to shoot them, and at one point even dispatched a flock 

of eagles (the natural predator of the pigeon) to try and kill and therefore 

intercept the message. These amazing birds were also used as spies, fitted 

with slow cameras, they were used to observe enemy lines. Cher Ami was 

among these amazing birds. When her battalion found themselves stranded 

and under attack from their own allies, Cher Ami faced all the odds, and 

despite being shot several times, managed to deliver the message. She 

arrived with a missing eye, shot to the chest and a leg that was hanging on 

by the tendon. For her heroic services, she was awarded the Croix de Guerre 

Medal, and was celebrated by all the hundreds of soldiers that she saved.  

 

o For the soldiers on the front line, the separation from their family for such 

long periods of time was enough to drive many insane. Surprisingly, many 

soldiers on the front lines were bored out of their minds by the endless 



 

repetitive and sometimes terrifying and disgusting life in the trenches. Were 

their loved ones safe? Had they fled the country? There was only one way of 

finding this out; letters. Every week, up to 12 million letters were sent via the 

British postal service. These could include simple letters, small gifts of home 

baked biscuits or even a late Christmas present. They gave soldiers, who 

were beginning to give up, a new reason to fight, to try. They were loved and 

they would be seeing their loved ones again soon.  

 

o Army generals and other officials had to send important information to the 

soldiers that they were commanding. But, if the enemy intercepted the 

message, those men could be heading straight for a trap. This is where 

codes came in. Codes are sequences of characters, sound or something else 

that convey a hidden message or meaning. One simple example of a code 

would be a shift code. This is where every letter of the alphabet is shifted 1 

or more spaces to the right. If I wanted to encode the message “History is 

amazing” with a 2-shift pattern, it would read “Jkuvqta ku cocbkpi”. This is 

very simple and can be easily deciphered. Other codes have a more complex 

structure and are used for more complex reasons. In world war 1 however, 

most messages used a simple substitution code with a mathematical 

inscription for extra security. Another famous war time code is Morse. For 

example “-... . .- / -.. .. ... . .-. ...- . ... / - --- / --. . - / .---- ----- --..-- ----- ----

- ----- / .... --- ..- ... . .--. --- .. -. - ... / --- -. / - .... .. ... / .... --- -- . .-- --- .-. -

.- -.-.—" Codes were one of the secret heroes of the 1st world war, and 

impacted all of the soldiers and civilians.  

9.  1918 – first colour film  

Although the first video to be shot in colour was in 1902, 1918’s Cupid Angling was the 

first feature length colour film to be released to the public (therefore having the greatest 

impact). The exact plot of the film is uncertain, but from what I gather it was rather a 

collage of different clips, documenting the times and experimenting with colour. My 

favourite moment in the film was a small clip of a scarlet macaw. This was sensational, 

and I truly believe that this would have been extremely important to the people of the 

time.  

After talking with my dad, who was born in 1946, (a little later) remembered when his 

parents refused to buy a TV, as his mother was “sure that they were evil”. He later got 

his hands on a broken one and fixed it.  

This new age of entertainment really saw a rise of three types of people. Firstly, you 

have the general population who, over the course of this century, were becoming more 

and more dependent on technology. Over time this made it more appealing for people 

to spend more time indoors, which would badly affect their physical and mental health. 



 

On the other hand, people with disabilities (or who couldn’t get out much) were able to 

keep up to date with what was happening around them  

The second group that was impacted was the creative people. Writers and actors have 

been mocked for thousands of years. They were criticised for not having real jobs and 

were the victim of a lot of hate. The introduction of this new media (which the average 

person was starting to love) created a whole new window for writers and actors to 

make money. Now, people who invested their time and efforts into the media and 

entertainment field are some of the richest in the world.  

The last group is any political or social group. The televisions showed the people what 

was really going on in the world. Studies have shown that the introduction of the 

television positively affected people’s view on different races and sexualities, yet at the 

same time, television took away a lot of people’s ability to think for themselves.  

10.  1918 – WW1 ended  

As I have mentioned before, the end of the great war came sooner than it was 

supposed to. Whispers travelled from friends to friends, and soon the whole world was 

taking to the streets to announce a history that hadn’t yet been made.  

This is my favourite (and most famous) example of the power of the human voice. 

Many people often think that we have a structure, a system. But the power of the 

people is so much stronger than the power of those who oppress them. If there was 

ever a time when this was demonstrated, it would be the 11th November 1918. There is 

quite little to say on this topic, but that does not mean that it isn’t powerful. The fact 

that people came together to celebrate the end of their suffering, really shows that they 

didn’t want a war. The common people didn’t want to hate each other, they hated the 

fear and the rules. It is one of the most beautiful and special moments in history.  

Sadly, there was also a lack of communication involved with the war. An estimated 

11,000 soldiers lost their lives whilst fighting on the last day of the war. The vast 

majority of them had been fighting after the end of the war, they just hadn’t been told. 

This is one of the saddest losses based of lack of communication. All of those lives 

ended, some minuets, even seconds away from the end of hell.  

11.  1918 – women gained the vote  

Women have been campaigning for the vote for the past 80-90 years. Many times, they 

had been disappointed by the lack of respect – often being disregarded as political 

prisoners. This was unfair, and the brave women (and men) who campaigned for our 

right to vote was more about the respect to women as separate beings to men.  



 

During the war, the suffragettes and the suffragists took a break, instead focusing their 

efforts of the war, and ‘honouring Britannia’.  

Leader of the suffragettes – Emmeline Pankhurst made sure to tell everyone that the 

war was more important. During this time, the women took over the jobs that men 

traditionally did. They became engineers, pilots and farmers. This had a huge impact on 

the people at the time. Women had been labelled as weak, and subservient to men. 

‘Out of nowhere’ women were able to do hard labour jobs and weren’t complaining. 

This was the exact opposite of then stereotypical women’s role (cook, mother and 

cleaner).  

Although many officials tried to dismiss the effect of women’s efforts in the war, it had a 

profound effect on their image in society.  

The suffragette message had been spread by loud and often violent actions. They had 

campaigned with fire and fury (and so were definitely NOT ladylike). Because of this 

behaviour, the government and the people of the time started to advertise (if not 

believe) that these women were crazy and unsociable. They used this violence to 

suggest that women were incapable of handling the responsibilities of the vote.  

This is why their efforts in the war had such an effect. Women were demonstrating how 

they could work and build anything a man could. They showed their responsibility and 

work ethic, and how (even with their precious husbands out at war) they remained 

focussed and strong. In my opinion, this also effected the way women were viewed as 

part of a man’s property. Having the male half of the race taken away, most women 

became what no one expected – stronger. This greatly contradicted the view of the time 

– (in which women couldn’t cope at all without the guidance and leadership of a man).  

Then, in 1918, the representation of the people act was inaugurated, allowing some 

women the right to vote. All their hard work had finally started to pay off. They shouted 

their message and took to the streets, to celebrate all they had done. Unfortunately, only 

married women over 30, who owned property could vote. But it was a start. I truly 

believe that I might not be able to vote today (if I was old enough) without the brave 

sacrifice and wartime efforts of those brave women.  

The suffragettes and the suffragists had been campaigning for the vote, but for more 

reasons than you might think. The vote wasn’t just about women being able to control 

what the government was doing, but also about the women being able to support 

themselves. Women were seen as the property of men, and the only respectable thing 

that they could do was marry and have children. They would become the property of a 

man. Their opinions didn’t matter, and they were seen by all as the lesser class. But 

that’s not to say that the women didn’t contribute to society; they had  



 

been just as important as the men but were overlooked again and again and again. The 

vote represented independence and freedom. It respected women as just as important, 

and just as valid as men. The vote was a woman’s independence, her intellectual 

talents, and her invitation to the world that women had been excluded from since the 

beginning of time; politics. Finally, women got to take back their own lives.  

12.   1918 – first regular airmail rout inaugurated  

Airmail had already been around since 1911, but it hadn’t been available to the 

everyday person. Most people were in the opinion that airmail was the postage of the 

future, but most hadn’t been able to until now. People were starting to travel around a 

lot more now, and so keeping in touch with others was often extremely important. From 

the 1850s to late 1930s, there have been several gold rushes and other prospects. This 

meant that people wanted to travel all around the world if they could and would go to 

big cities to seek a better future.  

Also, at this time was the second industrial revolution, otherwise known as the 

technological revolution. This was the rapid invention of more sophisticated 

technologies that were designed throughout the end of the 1800s and towards the 

beginning of the 1900s. This, combined with the new developments that had been 

made during the war, resulted in a large number of people migrating to bigger cities. 

However, for the world’s youthful population, the opposite was true. The children of the 

big cities were often moved or evacuated to the countryside to avoid bombings and 

attacks. 1.5 million British children were sent to the countryside to look for a better life. 

Others attempted to run to other countries, 10 million people have been thought to have 

escaped to other countries during the war. All in all, there was a massive mix-up of 

where people were living in comparison to where they called home. Letters and other 

forms of communication were vital to the families that had been split up.  

Unfortunately, this rout was inaugurated after the end of the war, but it had the same 

vital impacts in WW2.  

13.  1920 – Americas first commercial broadcast  

America is famous today for its advertisements and influence on the media, but it 

wasn't always this way. America is a relatively new country and hasn't always been 

such a developed place. Originally, it was a mixture of ranches and other small 

settlements, but over time, the united states started to emerge. One after another, 

different areas joined in, until the 50 states we know and love today.  

As I will elaborate on later in this timeline, America gained a lot of wealth during the first 

world war. it became one of the only nations that came out of the war better off than 

when they went in, although they did not join until 1917 The US armies were just what 

the allies needed to tip the odds into their favour. America gained wealth by three main 



 

reasons; selling weapons, loaning money and joining late. Because of this, America 

managed to become extremely powerful, and used its power to expand its connections.  

A commercial broadcast is a television or radio broadcast by non-government privately 

owned organisations. They are significant in their achievements in job equalities and in 

demonstrating the power of the people.  

In some countries, all of the media is controlled. You can’t say, hint at or post anything 

that these governments don’t agree with.  This is controlling, but time and time again, 

the people have shown that oppressive governments and fierce dictators don’t work. I 

find it fascinating that human beings mimic the laws of physics in their behaviour 

towards equality, equilibrium and power.  

The commercial broadcast shows the laxness of the American government towards 

individual groups of people making different statements (in the best possible way). It 

was a moment that showed the greatness of freedom of the American government.  

This also impacted a lot of people (mainly men) who were looking for jobs. Government 

controlled positions are often harder to get into, and racism and discrimination were 

notably higher here (at the time). Privately owned organisations had the ability to be 

more diverse (although many chose not to).  

Another way that commercial broadcasts impacted cultural minorities is by the spread 

of “their” music and other stereotypical genres of visual or audible ideas. In America, 

Black people were famous for playing jazz, reggae and blues. These styles of music 

were generally frowned upon, until people started being able to listen to them. 

Sadly, commercial broadcasting also helped to expand the use of sexist, racist and 

generally discriminatory ideas. There are many examples of advertising and other things 

that may have been commercially broadcasted, that are clearly outrageous by today’s 

standards. 

14.   1920 – first public telephone booth  

London’s red telephone boxes are iconic to say the least. They are displayed on every 

form of London based art. They have been placed on stamps, tea towels and anything 

(including the kitchen sink). But they weren’t always red and didn’t always exist. 

The first red telephone box was designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, but there were 

several versions of the design before this.  

The first ever known use of a public telephone machine was in the office block of 

1920’s London. At first, they had operators, who would manually call whoever you 

wanted to reach for you. There were specific booths for specific people, such as 



 

workers, bankers and soldiers. Most were permanent, but some pop-up booths 

appeared for a while.  

A few years later, a man annoyed about the time it took to talk to the attendant decided 

to add coin slots to the design. These posed a problem however, as slugs often crawled 

into the slots. On average, 1300 slugs had to be removed from slots every month!! 

The telephone box helped the poorer and less advantaged people. During the follow up 

to the First World War, many millions of people wee displaced. Some moved on 

purpose, and others were forced. The communication and connection to loved ones was 

essential to these people, and many would be lost without them.  

Public telephone boxes also impacted the police and other public servants. Before their 

invention, many people got away with theft, and many couldn’t contact an ambulance if 

they were hurt. People didn’t have mobile phones at this point, so if you needed help, 

you better hope that someone near you was a doctor. Countless lives have been saved 

by these boxes, although the numbers aren’t as high nowadays, as most carry mobile 

phones around with them.  

 

15.  1920s – Americans on war high (shares slides)  

Today, we think about America as the height of the media, with almost all internet stars 

hailing from this country. The USA is divided into 50 states, some of which inhabit the 

darkest and most barren environments. Los Angeles is one example of the powers of 

the advancements of the human race. 

Located where a harsh and hot desert used to be. This once barren landscape was 

once inhabitable, but thanks to modern technology and America’s huge wealth, Los 

Angeles has managed to spring to life very recently, in 1781. Since the beginning of 

humanity, we have been expanding– in both population, space and wealth.  

America is stereotypically thought to have been discovered by Cristopher Columbus, in 

1492. However, there had already been an outside discovery in the early 100s by a 

Viking man named Leif Erikson. And even before that there had been a population of 

Native Americans, often referred to at the time as “Indians”  

During the 1st world war, America was very thoughtful. Whilst the rest of the world were 

fighting each other, America was spending her time gaining wealth. Before this point, 

America was considered to be rather unimportant, but this was all about to change. 

America used its resources to sell weapons and loans to the rest of Europe, and, in 

doing so, making billions of dollars. This was how America became the new “city of 

dreams”. America used the money it saved to upgrade its leisure and entertainment 



 

sectors, she created new and improved gambling and betting centres. They boosted 

their own status and improved the quality of life for all.  

Another sector that was improved by the burst of money was the technological and 

communication sectors. Before, most of Americans had lived in areas of slight to 

extreme poverty. That’s not to say that there weren’t rich Americans back then, but 

most were living in dis connected and rural villages, with little communication to the 

rest. The addition of these connections inspired a restless, energetic and happy 

atmosphere for the people in America. This was the place to be!  

16.  1920s – first electric phonograph  

An electric phonograph is another name for record players or turntables. They have 

been used to play music and listen to pre-recorded tracks.  

They were invented by Emile Berliner and Thomas Edison. The record player was 

invented in the late 1800s, but the first electric instalment cam in the 1920s, so I will 

include this. The record player is often referred to as the mother of the CD and DVD 

players. The allow you to place a record onto the station and play the song. A needle 

would be placed onto small grooves, which would cause the needle to vibrate. This was 

amplified and converted into electrical signals, and eventually sound. 

Early instalments of this device were fairly expensive and included a large horn to 

project the sound. Over time, they developed into more and more sophisticated and 

cheap ways of playing music.  

In the 50s 60s, 70s and 80s, most wealthy to middle class families had one of these 

inventions. My favourite thing about them is the fact that they are so communal. 

Nowadays, people listen to music using headphones. They become unsocial and start 

blocking out the rest of the world. The turn table plays music for all to hear. People 

would get together to listen to music, and this is something that I wish modern families 

did more often.  

17.  1922 – BBC founded  

In October of 1922, the BBC started it’s first daily radio service in London. This was 

following the closure of many amateur stations. At first, there was a lot of arguments 

over the layout of the service, but after a while it was agreed that “news was to be 

supplied by and agency’ This meant that music, drama an “talk” shows only filled the 

airways for a few hours a day. The original service was named 2LO. When this all 

started, many people had no idea what broadcasting was, but the people at the BBC 

were set to change that.  



 

In December of that same year, thirty-three-year-old John C. W. Reith was appointed as 

general manager of the company. Because it was very new to everyone, there were no 

rules in place. This meant that there was nothing stopping anyone from broadcasting 

inappropriate, rude or offensive content. There was also no established purpose either. 

Broadcasting was a new field, and this meant that no one knew where it would lead. 

Some thought that it was the future of entertainment, others thought it should be used 

to help police and other public servants. Everyone’s opinions on the topic were mashed 

together, making John’s job that much harder. He was in charge of a field that he had 

admitted to not having the remotest idea about. 

The BBC continued to create new and exciting methods of making people’s lives easier 

and more enjoyable. Here are my favourites: 

o First Pips heard – the pips were invented by the astronomer Royal Sir Watson 

Dyson and the director of the BBC in 1924 and were the mother of the speaking 

clock. They were six electronically generated ‘pips’ to indicate the Greenwich 

Time Signal. They marked the start of every hour and were used by millions to 

set their clocks across the world. Having a uniformed time zone had been around 

since the beginning of the railways, but only started to be as completely 

uniformed around the same time as the pips were created. They allowed clocks 

to be set to the second and were therefore very helpful in our reactions and 

communications with the rest of the world. 

 

o Women’s hour- in 1946, the BBC decided to create an hour-long radio show 

dedicated for women. This was the first of its kind and was marvelled upon by 

women all over the UK. When I first heard about this show, I expected it to be 

rather stereotypical, depicting fashion, housekeeping and the like. However, 

when I listened to a recording of Norman Collin’s (Creator of women’s hour) 

speaking about his vision for the show, I was met with a rather different 

scenario. From what I could tell, the show was designed to look at serious topics, 

and other political and social events that might interest a woman. I was very 

happy (and impressed) to hear that the producer believed that if they were 

discussing a topic in which a woman was the most interesting person, then they 

should talk. If the opposite was true, then a man should talk. Colin’s said that he 

felt that it shouldn’t matter what the gender of the person of interest should be. 

Although I don’t know exactly how gender biased the show was, I think that 

recognising that different groups of people might have slightly different interests. 

However, I feel that this might have led on to the gaps in advertising for women 

and men in the later years. The BBC also introduced the first children’s program, 

further tackling the issue of different groups in society. 

 



 

o Democracy – The BBC introduced the first live coverage of parliament in 1950. 

This was a huge moment in the divisions between the common person and the 

lords and (eventually) ladies of parliament. Although many people could vote at 

this time, many people were uneducated in the proceedings of the houses of 

parliament. This meant that little progress could be made in a completely 

democratic way. People let their lives be controlled by forces they didn’t 

understand, and almost no one who wasn’t born into it could gain access to this 

system. By broadcasting the ‘goings on’ for the whole country to see, the BBC 

helped to educate the people of Britain. This helped to strengthen the power of 

the people and made jobs in higher fields more accessible to the common 

person. This also may have had an impact on the women of Britain. They now 

had access to politics and other fields that they had never been allowed to 

peruse before. By watching what happened, many were able to become more 

educated, at a time when a “women’s place was in the home” 

 

18.  1927 – first transatlantic telephone call  

 Today, it is easy to contact someone on the other side of the world with just the push 

(or tap) of a button. But it wasn’t always this way.  

The telephone had been around since the 1849, with the first patent being used in 

1876. However, they couldn’t be connected to anyone far away, and therefore could 

keep you in contact with distant relatives or friends.  

The first transatlantic telephone call happened on January 7th, 1927, when W. S. Gifford, 

president of the American Telephone & Telegraph Company, called Sir Evelyn P. 

Murray, secretary of the General Post Office of Great Britain, on the new commercial 

circuit.  

Communicating with people long distance has never been easy, but the introduction of 

the transatlantic telephone was perfectly timed for the second world war. Thousands of 

people used this new mechanism to stay connected during the war. As I have already 

mentioned, the impact of a human voice was essential to the soldiers and anyone else 

who was away from those that they loved.  

This was also another reason for people to migrate and move around the world. It 

wasn’t as daunting. People moving helped others to see different types of people all 

over the world and help with racial diversity. 

19. .  1929 – first live television broadcast  



 

Live TV is a very standard thing. But even today, in a rushed and impatient world, the 

idea of this technology that has been around for decades is still exciting. People today 

still feel the excitement of watching and event unfurl in almost real time, whether it be a 

football match, a royal wedding of the season finally of Strictly Come Dancing. It is 

exciting to think that you are almost there. No spoilers. This has been the way it is since 

the beginning. 

At first, people laughed at the idea of live television, it seemed impossible. Television 

shows were pre-recorded, and great care was taken over the shots. One of the main 

reasons that live television seemed so daunting was the fact that there was no time for 

planning. Camera men would have to adapt to the situation. What a feat! 

On top of that, reeling film was very expensive. An hour of tv could cost up to £2000 

today, so making mistakes was very expensive. 

The fact that people tried to do this really pushed the limits of what was possible and 

captured the public’s attention. It showed people that things that sounded impossible 

could be done, with persistence and hard work.  

20.   1929-43 – great depression in America  

The great depression is one of the most famous events in the history of America. Every 

American school child knows the tale of the great wall street crash and the depression 

that followed. 

The great depression followed the events of the roaring twenties and is estimated to 

have started around 1930 or 1931.  

The great depression was an extremely complicated phenomenon, with many historians 

disagreeing on the exact cause. This is because the great depression is the result of 

thousands of mall mistakes, that amplify and push each other into epic proportion.  

Here are some leading theories: 

o One theory is that the depression was mainly caused by the corruption of several 

banks around the US. Banks were finding it hard to keep up with the demands 

of the people. Unfortunately, people caught on to this bad handling and 

immediately sought to take money out of the banks sooner. The more that this 

happened, the more people tried to take out all their money. This caused the 

banks to either declare bankruptcy or attempt to take out loans from other 

banks. This is depicted in 1964’s Mary Poppins. This is known as a bank run. 

This was ignored for the most part by the government of America, who could 

have loaned banks more money.  



 

 

o On March 4th, Herbert Hoover became president. Many people blame him for the 

failure in the US’s economy. He believed that a free-market economy (which is a 

supply or demand with little or no governmental control) would let Capitalism fix 

any economic downturn.  Because of this, he lowered the top income tax rate 

from 25% to 24% 

 

o As I have already mentioned, the roaring twenties has seen a large amount of 

spending and consumerism in America. With new wealth from the war, and 

better trade deals, people started to make and sell more than ever before. 

People started to care less about quality and more about quantity. This was the 

height of economic activity.  

 

o Many believe that the great wall street crash was the main reason for the 

depression, but that is not true. It was a contributing factor, but not the sole 

reason for the depression. The great wall street crash came as several of the 

elitist bankers and businessmen started advertising shares to the common 

person. Most people at the time were unsure and uneducated about the world of 

economics, so were easy targets. The bankers told people of the rising value of 

shares, and “taught” thousands of people to spend their life savings on shares. It 

was easy to buy, as the value of companies was skyrocketing, but this could not 

sustain itself. After about a year of shares and earning money, something 

snapped, and the values of people’s shares started to plummet. Overnight, 

shares could become a quarter of what they had been, or even worse. This 

caused an extreme loss of money, and mass deflation. People lost their life 

savings in an instant and started looking for work. 

 

o Another theory is that the “dust Bowel” had a large impact on the depression. 23 

states were impacted by a terrible drought, that stretched down the Mississippi 

river. This combined with the debt farmers owed for expanding their operations 

left the agricultural industry in ruin. This lead many to lose jobs and caused 

thousands of farms to go bankrupt due to debt. 

All of these events caused people to start to lose faith in the government, resulting in 

riots and crime rates to increase. People weren’t happy.  



 

The great depression caused many people to struggle to find jobs. Migrant workers 

started to travel on their own all-around America in search of work, often leaving behind 

loved family members and friends. Because of this demand for work and high 

unemployment rates, business owners managed to get away with paying their workers 

very little money. This led to a lower quality of life for the masses and a greater division 

between the rich and the poor.  

Millions of people were forced to sell their homes and move to camps and temporary 

housing. This was horrible and left many plagued with diseases and famine.  

Whilst looking through photos taken at this time, I came across the horrible image of a 

woman next to a sign advertising  four children for sale. This just shows the extreme 

poverty of the depression, and what people were forced to do in order to survive. I 

would imagine that the woman wouldn’t have had the money to keep the children alive 

and was hoping that someone else would. However, the idea is still horrible and 

scarring.  

As well as all the Americans that were forced to suffer, others abroad also had to. 

Trading with the states became rare, and many countries lost the financial support that 

the states had been offering to help them rebuild after the war.  

All in all, the great depression truly was a horror, and caused many to turn against the 

connections that they had made with each other. Competitions sparked rows and hate, 

and truly ruined the lives of al who experienced it. Many workers were forced to choose 

themselves over others, leading to a lack of communication and equality. 

21.  1930 – the first supermarket opened in the united states 

Today, we are surrounded by advertising; it’s everywhere. but this wasn’t always the 

case. In the early years of the 20th century, most products were made locally, and by 

independent, small companies. It was rare for shops to develop into brands. The first 

supermarket was named ‘King Kullen’ and was opened in Jamaica, Queens in New 

York in 1930. There had already been a few supermarkets in the UK by this point, but 

this was the first in America.  

This links to communication in the sense that advertising of large brands communicates 

with consumers. Nowadays, it is hard for people to sort through the messages that 

companies give us, telling us to buy, buy, buy. The first supermarket in America was the 

start of this revolution, and really showed the change in our spending habits. Advertising 

is the use of persuasion to make a consumer do something. Today it is at record levels, 

and the introduction of the internet has led to many more cases of false advertising and 

other lies. It is becoming harder and harder to trust people in our modern world. 



 

This impacted many small businesses, as they were being pushed out by the larger 

brands. This makes it harder for people to start their own businesses, making them 

more likely to join larger corporations. This started with the first supermarket and has 

led to the end of small business.  

It has been shown on countless occasions that packaging and brand names has led 

people to spend more. This is crazy, as the products themselves are usually the same 

quality; this was the start of large companies become wealthy by being large 

companies. In other words, the start of hype trains. 

22.  1936 – first BBC television program  

As I have already mentioned, the BBC had a huge impact on the lives of a vast number 

of people. The BBC stands for British Broadcasting Corporation. Nowadays, they have 

impact over lots of different expenditures, including Radio, property, BBC online, 

technology, orchestra and libraries/learning support/community events to name a few.  

50.5% of their expenditures is in television and is the vast majority of their company. 

The television programs that the BBC have organised over the years have shaped the 

minds of many millions of children around the UK and the rest of the world. Several 

studies have shown that when children watch TV, they are more likely to believe what 

they are seeing. For example, if a child with red hair is constantly watching a 

show/shows that repeatedly states that all red headed people should like goats, that 

child will be more likely to like goats. This goes to show the huge amount of influence 

the BBC and other organisations has; that’s a lot of responsibility. And although most 

adults are better at noticing the slightly more ludicrous stereotypes, they are still 

perceptible to the same effect. 

Unfortunately, many people are choosing to watch YouTube or use social media or 

other platforms such as Netflix instead, so the tv is slowly falling out of fashion.  

Here are my top 2 choices for the BBC’s best shows (as a child) (no spoilers) 

o Dr Who – this show has existed for what seems like forever. The show follows 

the Doctor – a time travelling time lord who battles aliens in order to save the 

lives of people (and creatures) all over the galaxy. The show originally ran from 

1963 to 1989. Then there was a short break, followed by an unsuccessful TV 

film titled Dr Who. The program was then relaunched in 2005 and is now 

produced in-house by BBC wales in Cardiff. The last episode of season 12 has 

just premiered on the 1st of March 2020. The episode was action packed and 

had some huge plot twists. In my opinion, Dr who has recently made a huge 

effort to keep the content modern. The first ever female Dr – played by amazing 

actor Jodie Whittaker – has joined in, and several episodes have been about 

commending the independent and intelligent women that have shaped history, 



 

not to mention an entire episode warning the effects of climate change. I love 

that this show stays up to date and hope that it will inspire other companies to 

do the same.  

 

o Blue peter – blue peter is the longest running children’s program in the world. It 

was started on 16th October 1958 and was (at first) only 15 minutes long. Just 

like Dr who, blue peter was only supposed to run for a short amount of time (in 

this case 6 weeks) But was loved so much by fans all around the UK that it 

continues to this day. Blue peter encourages children to try new things and do 

good for the community. They prioritise hard work and a “I will try anything” 

approach to life. Every so often there are competitions and other events that 

make the show interactive and fun. The episodes are live and are presented by 

two presenters that change out every once in a while. These presenters attempt 

crazy challenges to show the nation’s children that there are no limits in life. I 

think that this is a great example to show kids and can’t wait for the next 

episode to come out. 

 

23.  1936-8 – the first programable computer 

computer 
/kəmˈpjuːtə/ 

 
Learn to pronounce 
 
noun 

1. an electronic device for storing and processing data, typically in binary form, 
according to instructions given to it in a variable program. 
 

Computers are undoubtably a part of everyday life, in fact, I am using one right now to 

write this homework. But they weren’t always this advanced and didn’t look anything 

like what they look like now. IT is hard to say when the first computer was invented, as 

they were several inventions that occurred in and around the 20th century that 

influenced what we use today but what is widely considered as the first 

‘electromechanical binary programable computer’ and the ‘first really functional modern 

computer’ is the Z1. It was created between 1936 and 1938 by German born Konrad 

Zuse in his mother’s living room. It was the first of its kind to use ‘Boolean logic’ and 

‘binary floating-point numbers’. The original design was named the “V1” but after WW2 

it was renamed to “Z1” to differentiate it from bombs.  

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&client=safari&rls=en&q=how+to+pronounce+computer&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRoxS3w8sc9YSnDSWtOXmPU5uINKMrPK81LzkwsyczPExLhYglJLcoV4pHi4uJIzs8tKC1JLbJiUWJKzeNZxCqZkV-uUJKvUADUkw_UlKoAUwIAbeK-EFsAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=gb&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZ7L7znYvoAhUYilwKHTIXCCAQ3eEDMAB6BAgGEAg
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&client=safari&rls=en&q=how+to+pronounce+computer&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRoxS3w8sc9YSnDSWtOXmPU5uINKMrPK81LzkwsyczPExLhYglJLcoV4pHi4uJIzs8tKC1JLbJiUWJKzeNZxCqZkV-uUJKvUADUkw_UlKoAUwIAbeK-EFsAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=gb&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZ7L7znYvoAhUYilwKHTIXCCAQ3eEDMAB6BAgGEAg


 

Over time, the device got more and more complicated, pathing the way for the modern 

computer.  

The computer has completely changed the way we communicate with both our peers, 

the information of mankind and our surroundings. I wouldn’t be able to research all the 

information I have done as easily without a computer or be able to type it up so neatly. 

Over time, computers have replaced more old-fashioned devices.  

A computer can do all sorts of things, from surfing the internet to performing remote 

surgery on people. The possibilities are endless, and the computer has impacted so 

many lives. 

24.  1937 – walkie-talkie invention  

Most children today have had or known someone who has had a walkie-talkie. They are 

great for pretending to be spies or to communicating to your accomplice that the pirates 

are in your sights and that you are ready to attack. However, the walkie talkie was 

originally designed not as a child’s plaything, but as a device intended to let soldiers 

communicate with each other. The device was at first named “packset” but was later 

became known as the “walkie-talkie”. 

The first models were very heavy and big, and required a large case as protection. They 

were classed as “handheld” but were not very easy to hold with just one hand (unless 

you happen to be Dwayne Johnson). They were invented by Donald Hings in 1937, but 

were repeatedly upgraded during the second world war, where they played a vital role in 

soldier communications. It is funny to look at pictures of soldiers with these devices 

strapped to their backs. 

The one fault with a walkie talkie was the fact that they operated via radio waves. This 

means that anyone standing within the radius of the device and who is tuned to the 

exact frequency can hear the message. This meant that codes and such could eb easily 

intercepted, making it hard to use in the field.  

I believe that the walkie-talkie has had a big impact on many soldiers during the war 

and has also impacted the lives of children all around the world. Who knows how many 

6-year-old spies would be out of business without this simple machine?  

 

25.  1939 – WW2 started  

75 million people died during WW2, 40 million of which were civilians. This is one of the 

bloodiest wars in history and has completely changed the lives of all who were lucky 

enough to survive it. Millions of soldiers moved away to fight, leaving loved ones behind, 



 

and millions of others were displaced due to all manner of ways. I have often found that 

during the worst examples of human nature, come some of the most heart-warming 

ones. Communicating to loved ones is essential part of survival for all those who had 

lost everything. I often wonder what would happen to humanity if we weren’t able to 

communicate with each other.  

Humans are sociable animals by nature. We form connections and need to be around 

others in order to be happy. Studies have shown that those suffering from loneliness 

are more likely to suffer from dementia, heart disease and depression. For me, surviving 

is not just about not dying, but living. Here are my top pics for the worst events in the 

war, and how communication and connection helped (or could have helped) to make 

them slightly easier: 

o The holocaust – we have all heard of it. Almost every European school child has 

heard the tale of the millions of Jewish and other ethnic minorities that were 

wiped out by the Nazis. For some, communication or the lack of it is what led 

them down their path. When Hitler first came to power, he used Germany’s 

weakened state and lack of knowledge to climb to power. He used and fed their 

hatred, directing it at Jewish people (and other ethnic minorities) knowing that 

this would help him succeed. Many Jews had everything they had taken away 

from them and were left to rot in ghettos or work camps. Many were under the 

false impression that things would get better, and often would tr to stay in 

Germany. This discouraged by the Nazis, but what could they do? They had no 

money, no possessions, and had lived their whole lives in Germany, they couldn’t 

leave. Many were forced into hiding, to escape the wrath of Hitler. Having the 

knowledge of where to go and how to get there would have saved thousands, if 

not millions of people, but, sadly, we cannot predict the future. 

 

o Codes – just like in WW1, the use of codes played a vital role in the war. Unlike 

WW1 however, the codes of WW2 were very advanced and seemingly 

unbreakable. Being able to communicate secretly is very important during a war. 

Troops would be spread out, making it impossible to simply talk to them. 

Commanders and generals needed to communicate with each other long 

distance without having their messages be read by the opposing side. This was 

where codes came in. One of the most famous of which is the enigma. This 

device was used by the Germans to encode messages and was one of the 

biggest challenges facing the allied troops.  

 

o Another form of communication used during WW2 is the use of propaganda and 

posters to persuade the public to act in a particular way. From growing your own 

food and making a bomb shelter, to joining the Nazis and hating Jews, the 

second world war saw lots of different uses of propaganda. Propaganda is 



 

‘information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote a 

political cause or point of view’. People in Germany were brainwashed into 

hating Jews, and others all around the world changed the way that they acted to 

please the government. 

26.  1940 – first music popularity chart  

When buying a new CD, or going to watch a concert, we want to know if we are going to 

get our money’s worth. Nobody can tell the future, so we use things like online reviews 

and other pieces of data to tell us what we want to know. This is very much like a 

computer. For a long time, people were asking the people they knew for information 

about products and such but couldn’t easily obtain a larger picture. The same lack of 

knowledge faced artists too. Although I believe that people should make art that they 

love not what others want, many creators were not able to accurately guess what 

people liked, making many spend years creating something that wasn’t going to sell.  

Then along came popularity charts. This was huge; not only could creators and sellers 

know what was in style, but (as with almost all of the events in this list) the power came 

back to the people. They were shown again what their money did, and that the power of 

the people was truly great! 

Over time, the popularity charts grew more and more important. In the 70s, music 

groups would compete in an epic race to be number one. Everyone would watch out for 

the announcement, and whoever won was sure to sell millions of records. 

This impacted many groups of people, and really showed us where the power lay. 

27.  1941 – enigma cracked  

As I have already mentioned, the enigma machine was one of the most important parts 

of the second world war. The enigma machine was (and is) a shoebox sized box that 

can seemingly create unbreakable codes. It uses several spinning dials that work to 

randomly encode each letter. The letters in the code would be changed into multiple 

different letters, depending on everything else. It was first invented by Arthur Scherbius, 

who intended the machine to be used to scramble the client information of big brands. 

During the second world war, the enigma was used by the Germans in war.  

The enigma was very hard to solve because of the almost endless possibilities of 

combinations that it had. For each plug board (with just 10 pairs of letters connected) 

there could be 150,738,274,937,250 possible combinations. This means that the total 

number of combinations had to be at least 15,000,000,000,000,000,000!  

The first breakthrough came when an allied spy stole the plans to the enigma. The 

British already knew that the enigma existed but couldn’t quite work out how it worked. 

Replicas of the device were painstakingly produced and sent to London and Paris.  



 

In 1941, Alan Turing broke the enigma code. Alan Turing was working at the 

‘Government code and cipher school at Bletchley park’ – the former GCHQ. Although 

the polish had already worked out how to read messages and had shared this with the 

British, the Germans had added extra security (in the form of extra combinations), 

making the task of understanding the code even more difficult.  

Alan and Gordon Welchman worked together to create the Bombe. This device made it 

easier for the code breakers.  

Alan Turing was arrested for homosexuality (illegal in Britain at that time) in 1952 but 

avoided a prison sentence by accepting chemical castration. In 1954, he was found to 

have committed suicide via cyanide. 

It goes without saying, that the cracking of the enigma saved countless lives during the 

second world war, not to mention all those customers that had their information kept a 

secret. Thanks to the amazing brains of people like Alan Turing and Gordon Welchman, 

the allies were able to avoid walking into traps, and were able to keep up to date with 

what the Germans were planning. 

Today, the enigma is a symbol of hope. Something that was once considered 

impossible to solve, has been done, and I hope that many more people turn their brains 

to science and maths, rather than feeling that they can’t do it. Just look what happens 

when you try!  

28. 1941 – first tv ad  

advertisement 
/ədˈvəːtɪzm(ə)nt,ədˈvəːtɪsm(ə)nt/ 

 
Learn to pronounce 
 
noun 

1. a notice or announcement in a public medium promoting a product, service, or event 
or publicizing a job vacancy. 
"advertisements for alcoholic drinks" 
 

Advertising is all around us; on our phones, on our TVs and in our magazines. It is 

impossible to escape. Today, just about anyone can create an add and pay for it to be 

displayed somewhere. But often, it is hard to tell if something is what it is made out to 

be, or if it is just a big hoax.  

Advertisements have been around about as long as civilisation itself. We have been 

trying o communicate our ideas of what is good and bad since we could first 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB711GB721&q=how+to+pronounce+advertisement&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRozy3w8sc9YSmzSWtOXmM04OINKMrPK81LzkwsyczPE5LkYglJLcoVEpTi5-JNTClLLSrJLE7NTc0rsWJRYkrN41nEKpeRX65Qkq9QANSYD9SZqoCiDgBNg_5JZQAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=gb&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi66PDy84zoAhXRRBUIHeP0DZgQ3eEDMAB6BAgIEAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB711GB721&q=how+to+pronounce+advertisement&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRozy3w8sc9YSmzSWtOXmM04OINKMrPK81LzkwsyczPE5LkYglJLcoVEpTi5-JNTClLLSrJLE7NTc0rsWJRYkrN41nEKpeRX65Qkq9QANSYD9SZqoCiDgBNg_5JZQAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=gb&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi66PDy84zoAhXRRBUIHeP0DZgQ3eEDMAB6BAgIEAg


 

communicate. As we progressed in our technologies, we came up with better and more 

annoying ways of promoting something, such as billboards, posters and TV ads.  

The first ever television advert was broadcast in the united states in 1941. It was only 

10 seconds long and promoted ‘Bulova time’ which I am led to believe is a watch 

manufacturer. The avert is available to watch on YouTube and is fairly simple. The 

advert is in black and white and has an image of the states. IN the middle is a watch 

face with the name ‘Bulova’ printed in bold. After about four seconds of silence, a 

comedic voice says, ‘America runs on Bulova time’. 

It may not seem like much, but this changed the way companies advertised. Video 

became one of the most popular forms of adverting, and many jobs were created for 

those who knew how to film. It has often been said that film seems more believable 

than a poster or still image, and many studies have shown that people are more likely to 

purchase something that contains a video advertisement than a still one. 

29.  1945 – WW2 ended  

Rejoice! The second and (hopefully) last world war has ended! 

After much fighting, Soviet forces managed to get near to Hitler’s secret bunker inn 

central Berlin. Hitler committed suicide and killed all of his family.  

The city of berlin was left to the soviets, and later the berlin wall was formed. German 

armed forces surrendered in the west on the 7th of May, and in the east on the 9th of 

May.  

Things hadn’t been looking good for Germany for a while, as Hitler was running out of 

resources, and the enigma was cracked by the allies.  This is a brief summary of a very 

complicated event.  

The end of the second world war and the losing of Germany had a huge effect on 

millions and millions of people. Here are some of the people that were most impacted 

by the event: 

o the Germans- although many people consider the Germans to be the villains of 

both wars, the people of Germany were truly just victims. For the second time, 

Germany lost everything, the economy collapsed, and once again, other countries 

got to decide their sentence. They came off slightly better than last time but 

were still left with almost nothing. The allies helped to rebuild the country, but so 

much damage had been done that it became hard 

o Jewish people- people of Jewish faith have been discriminated against for as 

long as anyone can remember. During the second world war, around 6 million 

Jewish people were killed by the Nazis. They were forced into ghettos and 



 

concentration camps and subjected to mass murder and abuse. When Hitler was 

faced with the possibility of losing the war, he moved several million Jewish 

people into death camps, to try to kill as many as possible. This was barbaric. It 

is said that had the war continued that in the long run, more Jews would have 

died, but less in a short burst. It is hard to compare the specific examples of lives 

to the whole picture. Thousands of Jews died even after being rescued because 

of starvation and disease.  

o Allies – for the allies and other winning parties, there was much to celebrate. 

People took to the streets once again to shout and sing and dance! Happiness 

was in the air, and the same phenomenon occurred as messages were spread 

from mouth to mouth before the news was announced. Many people had lived 

through both the wars, and to them, this was a hope that we would learn from 

our mistakes 

o Americans- once again, the Americans used the war to become wealthier. They 

were once again selling weapons but were just over a depression so weren’t 

keen to make it happen again. They joined the war several years later again, and 

again fought with the allies. The Americans came off rather well! 

30.  1948 – transistor radio invented  

“this may have far-reaching significance in electronics and electrical communication” – 

unknown spokesperson of the transistor radio. 

Long before iPhone and smart technology, there was a radio. This (as I have already 

mentioned) was a piece of furniture that families and friends would gather around to 

listen to music, news and entertainment. The first designs were large and clunky and 

couldn’t be moved around. This was because they used vacuum tube amplifiers, like the 

telephone. These were a type of electronic amplifier that use vacuum tubes to increase 

the amplitude or power of a signal. They were large, heavy and unreliable. 

In 1945, 3 inventors named John Bardeen, William Shockley and Walter Brattain got 

together to create a different way of amplifying electrical current. Then, in 1948, they 

created the transistor.  This completely changed the radio, by 1954, the radio had 

become compact and could be carried about one’s person. People could listen to their 

shows on the go. 

By the 50s and 60s, the transistor radio was everywhere, and it gave way to the new 

and improved devices such as the Walkman and the MP3 player, it’s easy still lives on. 

The transistor completely changed the way we look at the radio, and truly allowed 

people to move around with their radios. Many manufacturing brands were born during 

this time, and this created plenty of jobs, and plenty of fun! 

31. . 1953 – the first broadcasted coronation  



 

Those of us who have been around long enough, will remember the queen’s coronation. 

Even if they weren’t present. This is because the whole thing was filmed and 

broadcasted live for the world to see. This means that anyone can watch the crown be 

placed on her head at any time (via YouTube). This was the first time that a coronation 

ceremony had been broadcasted live to the public, and it was watched by 27million 

people. This is roughly 1.71 million more than half the population of the UK at the time, 

and the largest view of any even so far in the history of television. 

The queen’s coronation changed the way the world viewed television. For thousands of 

years, people have been attempting to imitate the royal family. From the clothes that 

they wore to the food that they ate, people wanted to be just like the queens and kings 

of England. This, combined with the huge amount of people who would love to watch a 

coronation, made the first televised coronation absolutely life changing.  

For the first time ever, anyone with a TV could watch Elizabeth become queen. This 

completely changed the way people thought about royal events. This made is possible 

for people who couldn’t go to such events able to stay up to date, and several people 

believe that this greatly affected the new queen’s popularity. 

Another way that this impacted people was by the reliability of the event. Thorough 

history, monarchs have been portrayed by heavily biased means. Paintings and 

sketches were always very flattering (and often far from true) and the monarchs had 

complete control. In short, the kings and queens were seen as separate from the rest of 

the population. Some people thought that they were appointed by god, or where part 

god themselves. Either way, it isn’t hard to tell that the monarchs are considered far 

more important than you or me. This meant that by letting just about anyone see such a 

special ceremony, the royal family had almost said themselves that their lives weren’t as 

godly as you might think. The ceremony became less shut off, which made room for the 

common person to feel more connected, and to view the royals as more human.  

 

32.  1950s/60s - First live colour broadcast  

Just like the first colour show, the first live colour broadcast had a huge effect on the 

viewers around the world. By this point, many people had grown accustom to the rapid 

changing of the way the world worked, and how we completed tasks, so there was little 

surprise when a live colour broadcast was announced. That is not to say that it didn’t 

come unnoticed, but many people still hadn’t seen colour television.  

There had already been colour film by this point, but this was the first time that it had 

been displayed live. There is a lot of controversy about when the first real colour 

broadcast was broadcast, but I have managed to narrow down the possibility to around 

the 5s and 60s. Around this point there were many firsts connected to colour 



 

broadcasting, including the first test broadcast in 1967, and the first national colour 

broadcast in 1954. All of these events slowly encouraged the colour tv we know and 

love today. 

Colour tv had a big impact on the people at the time. My grandmother said that the first 

time she saw colour TV was when she saw the wizard of oz in a cinema. It scared the 

life out of her; she had never seen anything like it.  

This is just another example of how we keep pushing the boundaries of what is 

possible, and one of the first steps in our journey to create ultra-realistic virtual realities, 

and I haven’t decided whether or not this is a good thing. 

33.  1957 – Beatles got together  

The Beatles are one of the most famous and influential pop music groups of all time. 

They have performed in front of 55,000 people and gained the title of the greatest gross 

ever in the history of show business.  

The Beatles had a huge fan following and were popular most throughout the 60s and 

early 70s. Their songs include ‘yesterday’ and ‘here comes the sun’.  

The Beatles had a huge impact on people all over the world. They were bright and fun 

and happy, and their music brought people together. People would get together to listen 

to the songs, and they laid the way for many more artists and creators alike.  

34.  1957 – first satellite launched  

satellite 
/ˈsatəlʌɪt/ 
noun 

1. 1. 

an artificial body placed in orbit round the earth or moon or another planet in order to 
collect information or for communication. 
 

Satellites are useful for all manor of reasons. We use them to communicate via the 

telephone, gain access to the internet, not get lost when driving around without a map 

and film our home from above to name a few. A satellite is an artificial moon of sorts, 

that we make orbit around a planet.  

The first satellite was launched on October 4th, 1957 and was named “Sputnik”. It was 

created by the Soviet Union. This stunned the world. The Sputnik is a round silver ball 

with four long legs protruding out of it. Its chief designer was Sergei Korolev.  



 

There are many types of satellites including Communications Satellite, Remote 

Sensing Satellite, Navigation Satellite, LEO, MEO, HEO, GPS, GEOs, Drone Satellite, 

Ground Satellite and Polar Satellite. They all have their own unique tasks and functions. 

The Soviet Union was regarded by most at the time as either non-important or evil and 

barbaric. Many different people had their own opinions of the topic, but no one was 

expecting them to create the first ever satellite. This had a big impact in the importance 

of Russia as a nation, even though the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991. This made 

people regard them as slightly more intellectual, but also amounted to a mild fear.  The 

Soviet Union was already powerful, and thus many were scared of it. The fact that the 

Union had created such a device made people wonder what else they could do. 

 

Satellites also helped to expand our view of our own world. We use satellites everyday 

now, and so many people would be lost in the countryside if GPS didn’t exist. 

 

35.  1960 – first live football TV match  

Today, almost every important sporting event is documented and played live. It is an 

easy way for people to get the thrill of the action without the hassle of getting 

themselves out there. And for many, the large use of different cameras makes the 

televised version of the match even better, as far as seeing all the action is concerned.  

There had already been several films made of football matches before this point, but 

none of them had been live. The earliest example I could find was the match between 

Newcastle United and Liverpool in 1901. But it a lot less exciting to watch something 

happen later, as opposed to live.  

The first ever live football match was filmed on September 10th, 1960 and was between 

Blackpool and Bolton wanderers at Bloomfield Road. Another filming was scheduled but 

had to be cancelled after one of the officials refused permission to cover the game. The 

video includes close-ups of the crowd, and shows the players falling over more than 

they were actually succeeding. It shows the stadium absolutely packed, with some 

groups of unseated working-class men who have spent their cut on the match. 

It really was (and still is) a communal event, and it was lovely to see all those who had 

given up that day to come out. The amount of people overflowing almost out of the 

stadium just goes to show that everyone who could go to such a match would. This 

meant that there would be hundreds if not thousands of people in England who couldn’t 

make it to the real thing. This is why having a live coverage meant so much to these 



 

people; they could see everything happen in real time, just as if they went there 

themselves, even if the actual players were miles away.  

This works just like the radio, in the way that it allows people with disabilities and other 

movement limiting factors to live life to the full. The indiscrimination of a TV means that 

anyone who has access to one can be just like everyone else. Lots of people who have 

been discriminated against would have been able to keep up to date and be communal 

without attending places they were banned from attending. 

36. . 1969 – first man on the moon  

Since the beginning, humans have been expanding their universe and trying to imagine 

what life is like in the sky. We have built flying machines, have created tales and have 

built telescopes to help us catch a glimpse of what is out there. 

On July 20th, 1969, Neil Armstrong became the first human to step onto the moon. He 

and his comrades carried out experiments on the moon’s surface for about three hours.  

The first man on the moon had a huge impact for several reasons: 

o firstly, the country of America had been split by the Vietnam War. The war ran 

from the 1st November 1955 to the 30th of April 1975, a very long time to be at 

war. Many of the American citizens were divided based on their views of this 

war, making tensions high. The moon landing was watched by 600,000,000 

people, who all came together to gasp at the feat. It was one of first times since 

the beginning of the war that Americans had put aside their differences and 

decided to watch together. This was huge for the people back then, and shows 

us that even today, we don’t always have to use hate and violence 

o Another reason that the moon landing was so important was the fact that it had 

never been done before. Going into space had long been the stuff of books, 

comics and television shows; not a real feat at all. The moon landing captured 

the public’s attention and showed them what was really possible. People looked 

at the sky in a completely different way after that, and it really changed our 

perception of our own strengths and abilities. 

o Lastly, the sheer feat of getting to space and filming there had a huge impact on 

the science and technologies industry. It changed the way that scientists faced 

problems and helped us gain a better understanding of our universe. Many 

things that you might take for granted required this to happen 

All in all, the moon landings captured the attention of people all over the world, it 

showed them what was really possible and brought them together. We owe a lot to 

those who were willing t risk their lives in the pursuit of the great unknown.  

 


