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Ladies and gentlemen members of the jury. I am going to talk to you and to make sure that you 

are aware of sulphur. 

 

Is it just a bad smell and an acid which harms the environment? Or is it in fact an element of life 

which is important to our lives? 

 

The basic facts are that sulphur is a yellow crystalline solid, a non-metal element number 16 in the 

periodic table. It is odourless at room temperature. It melts at 119.6°C and boils at 446°C. It burns 

with a blue flame and was consequently Known by the ancients as brimstone, the stone that burns. 

However, it combines easily with other substances some of which can be quite harmful, such as 

sulphur dioxide which, when combined with water, creates acid rain. Also, as hydrogen sulphide it 

has the characteristic smell of bad eggs or a fart from your dad.  

 

Let us consider these bad points firstly. Sulphur is found naturally in fossil fuels. When these are burnt 

they create sulphur dioxide, one of the very many other harmful waste products. Sulphur dioxide 

combines with water to form acid rain. This causes stone to crumble, trees to die, crops to wither, 

and if it gets into a watercourse it can kill fish. Pretty nasty stuff. If that wasn’t bad enough it can 

also cause breathing problems. 

 

However, this is entirely due to us burning fossil fuels, which we all know it’s very bad for the planet. 

So, don’t burn fossil fuels and we won’t get sulphur dioxide in the atmosphere. 

 

Let us look at sulphur’s good points. It is an essential element of the human body. A person 

weighing 70kg will have approximately 140g of sulphur in them. Without it we wouldn’t exist. A 

pretty compelling argument for finding sulphur not guilty and not to be prosecuted. 

 

Apart from this it is used in the manufacture of paints, car batteries, building materials, gunpowder, 

fertilisers, pesticides, fungicides, detergents and most importantly of all bicycle tyres. Where would 

global warming be if we couldn’t ride our bicycles and where would our dirty underpants be if we 

couldn’t use detergents? 

 

I therefore put it to you that ladies and gentlemen of the jury that sulphur should not be 

prosecuted. It might be smelly, it may be a by-product of our foolish addiction to fossil fuels, but it is 

essential to life itself. 

 

You have only one choice. 

Do not prosecute!  


