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Report 

Catch Up Funding is a government initiative introduced in September 2012, that provides 

school with an additional £500 for each year 7 pupil who has not achieved the standard 

expectations in reading or mathematics (ie a scaled score of 100) reported at the end of 

Key Stage 2. The school entitlement is calculated by the number of pupils reported in the 

autumn census returns for Key Stage 2 assessments. 

The school is required to assess the needs of all year 7 students on entry to decide upon the 

best way to deploy the funding for maximum impact. 

How is Catch Up Funding used at Ralph Allen School? 

Programmes and strategies are selected for use via a process of screening, analysis and 

review. Programmes are varied and often bespoke. Data is produced to monitor the 

following interventions: 

• Specialist tuition 

• Intensive catch up small group intervention:  

- Springboard Literacy; spelling, comprehension, reading and writing skills 

- Springboard Numeracy 

• Bespoke reading, writing, spelling and numeracy programmes 

• 1:1 Speech and Language intervention 

• EAL additional teaching 

• An accelerated reading programme 

Other strategies are also implemented that successfully impact on emotional resilience and 

academic progress. 

• Class subject support 

• Individual or small group support for organization, homework 

• Social, emotional and behaviour programmes and individual mentoring 

• Nurturing groups and 1:1 mentoring for emotional well-being 

• Drop-in support for vulnerable pupils, including break and lunch time supervision 

• Thrive 

• Educational Psychologist reviews for SEND assessment 

• Speech and Language Specialist reviews for SEND assessment 

• Children’s Mental Health referrals 

• Occupational therapist referrals 

• Attendance intervention 

• Enrichment workshops 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary of intervention for year 7 students for whom ‘catch-up’ funding was 

received. 

Sept 2020 to July 2021 

Summary of Literacy intervention for year 7 students  

Sept 2020 to July 2021 

Forty-two different students received literacy intervention courses for reading, spelling or 

writing, some receiving more than one intervention.  

• The result of these interventions varied widely from student to student with a reading 

age increase of over 5 years being recorded for one student. However, a few students 

recorded a decrease of reading or spelling age.   

• Half the students increased their spelling age by over two years or more. 

• Three students (out of 19) increased their reading ages by 3 years or more. 

Reading intervention 

Nineteen students received reading intervention. 

All the students had an initial reading age of below 10 years; three of whom had a reading 

age below 9 years with the lowest initial reading age being 8 years 4 months. 

The increase in reading ages ranged from minus 1 year to 5 years 7 months.  

The average (mean) increase in reading age was 16.1 months despite two students having 

decreased their scores. 

Six students increased by 2 years or more. 

Almost half of the students (47%) improved their reading age by at least a year. 

Year 7 Spelling intervention  

Twenty-two students received spelling intervention. 

Initial reading ages ranged from 7 years 6 months to 9 years 11 months. 

The average (mean) increase in spelling age was 22.7 months.  

The change in Spelling age ranged between 3 months decrease to an increase of over 4 

years. 

Sixteen students increased their spelling age by at least a year.  

Over half (55%) increased it by 2 years. 

Writing organisation 

Nine students benefitted from this course.  


